Romans 1:1 Introduction

The book of Acts took us on many adventures thraiifjarent
parts of the world and showed us how God extendsdjidce and
mercy to all men everywhere as servants like PBtail, Luke and
others faithfully witnessed to the fact that ourd.and Savior
Jesus Christ is the One on whom all should belés/the only One
who could save us from the penalty of our sins.

You might remember how when Paul was on his thilgsimnary
journey he had been traveling through Asia whidatois Turkey
and he passed through the city of Ephesus wheneabké¢he center
of attention.

He ended up staying in this city for over two yeeching daily
in the school of Tyrannus. It was in Ephesus dytims time when
the seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish priest, triedgbout a demon
from a man.

Act 19:15 "One day the evil spirit answered théesus | know,
and | know about Paul, but who are you?"

Act 19:16 Then the man who had the evil spirit p@&a on them
and overpowered them all. He gave them such artgetitat they
ran out of the house naked and bleeding.

Act 19:17 When this became known to the Jews ameeks living
in Ephesus, they were all seized with fear, anchdrae of the
Lord Jesus was held in high honor."

Some time later in Ephesus Paul was at the cehteriot because
the local silversmiths felt that their businessnatking idols was
being jeopardized because of Paul's teachings 0$tCh

Well, because of the uproar and also because dERmeavious
desire to go to Rome (Acts 19:21) he leaves Ephasdgoes
through Macedonia and then down to Achaia whid&rsece and
ends up in the city of Corinth.

It was around the year A.D. 55 or 56 that Pauletiin this city
with a task set before him of going to the différelnurches to
gather collections to take back to the Jerusalemncthbefore he
went to Rome.

It was in Corinth that Paul wrote a letter to tH&i€tian church in
Rome. In fact in that letter he told the Romani§tlans in Rom



15:30 "l urge you, brothers, by our Lord JesusisEland by the
love of the Spirit, to join me in my struggle byaging to God for
me.

Rom 15:31 Pray that | may be rescued from the ligvszs in
Judea and that my service in Jerusalem may be tatdepo the
saints there,

Rom 15:32 so that by God's will | may come to yeth joy and
together with you be refreshed.”

His plans were to deliver the money which came ftbenGentile
churches in Asia, Macedonia, and Achaia and blesgoor
Jewish believers in Jerusalem. From there he wibtwld go to
Rome.

Of course his plans were thwarted to some exteetvthe Jews
had him arrested and they pressed charges whictiualy forced
Paul to appeal to Ceasar and the rest we jushgmigh studying
in Acts when through Paul's adventure on the hegls $ie was
finally delivered to Rome, but instead of a freenrha was in
chains.

From the time he was in Corinth and wrote to therch in Rome
to the time he finally arrived in Rome, three yeaasl gone by.
No one is certain as to how the church in Romestased.

Paul had never been to Rome and so he certainlyatas
responsible for bringing the gospel of Jesus Clwighat city. In
fact there doesn't seem to be any evidence thabfaimg apostles
ever went to Rome prior to Paul writing to the Romar else he
would certainly have made mention of them in tbiselr especially
if any of them were still there.

So who brought them the gospel? Well, it's notkehy that many
of the Romans themselves brought the gospel baRkhoe
around the time surrounding Pentecost some tha&ysyprior.

You'll remember what Luke records for us in Act-20 ...... Let's
turn there.

Many of those visitors embraced Jesus Christ asutrof Peter's
witness to them of the risen Christ. Act 2:41 ¢%& who
accepted his message were baptized, and abouttionesand
were added to their number that day."



Of those there's a very good chance that some Robeieved
and went back to Rome with this glorious news. Kieemind too
that a relatively short time after this event inudalem on
Pentecost, possibly a few years had gone by whepph8h was
stoned to death for his faith on Christ.

It was after this incident that the Jews were dispe throughout
Judea and Samaria preaching the word. In allifikeld some of
those people eventually ended up in Rome wherertteyhave
had relatives.

And so some 30 years later it really shouldn't ssepus that Paul
could say of them in Rom 1:8 "First, | thank myd3brough
Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faithemg reported all
over the world."

Not only had the Roman Christians wholeheartedlpraiced their
Lord and Savior but their faith was being extendeerywhere as
they came into contact with people who passed girdiRkome and
guite possibly the Roman Christians themselves gengg out
from Rome to many parts of the world bringing tbeed of Christ
wherever they went.

Paul certainly heard of their love and faith in iIShand commends
them for it and gives thanks and glory to God. |Rared these
Roman Christians for precisely this reason, becthesewere
faithful to lift up the name of Jesus Christ aneytlshone for the
Lord and their light was being spread all overweld.

And we see in turn that these Roman believers |®@a&d. They
knew he was called by the Lord to be an aposttegdsentiles.

And many of them were Gentiles. In fact in ousfistudies of

Acts we see their love for Paul being shown.

Act 28:15 "The brothers there (that is in Rome) haard that we
were coming, and they traveled as far as the FafuAppius and
the Three Taverns to meet us. At the sight of tinese Paul
thanked God and was encouraged.”

They came out from Rome 30 and 40 miles to mestpgén-pal if
you will who was special to them. But it's pretydeecause of
this letter written 3 years prior which is the d¢ggafor their love
as they sense Paul's concern and love for therthairdove for
the Lord.



It's this letter which was inspired by the Holy @mf God that
Paul penned. And it's this letter that we are gadmbe examining,
because it's this very letter which really setsftumdation for the
premise that our salvation is based entirely ottfiai Jesus Christ,
not in any good work we could do to earn salvation.

It was this very letter which set afire the hedrd goung Roman
Catholic monk by the name of Martin Luther as hadref how
Christ justified him by faith in Christ alone.

It was this same monk who realized that all hedesh in the
church at that time which included paying monethchurch to
gain access to heaven, called indulgences, wasgatiore than
an abandonment of the word of God and the salvat®have in
Christ alone.

It was the letter to the Romans and the promptfrigeHoly
Spirit which turned Luther around and found thisiyg monk
being used by God to start a revolution in Eurofaevolution
which involved the pen and the zeal of a new beliew Jesus
Christ and the work of God in this man's heartrindthe gospel
of Christ to the world.

In his protesting the Roman Catholic church, beeanists evil
practices at that time, Martin Luther was the azsponsible for
what is known today as the Protestant Reformatfdheo16th
century.

And even today bible believing, evangelical Chaiss outside of
the Roman Catholic church are known as Protestamisected to
Luthers protesting some 550 years ago. And thgoghand | may
not be actively protesting against the Roman Catloblurch as
did Luther, we must be actively protesting agaarst movement
which compromises God's written word and agairesiothe true
gospel found only in the atoning work and resuroecof our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ.

Our protesting comes in the positive form of ndy@peaking the
truth in love, but living the truth in the powerdalove of the Holy
Spirit of God who indwells and seals us for etgrnit

And so, the backdrop for a part of God's word, Wwhiopefully
inspires and encourages us as we come to the delieessed to
the Romans around A.D. 58, written by the aposti@ Bnd
inspired directly by God Himself as He gives Pdtgnmance.



If you're not already there please turn with méhbook of
Romans. Let's pray.......

If we were to outline the letter to the Romans vweruld find that it
has 4 main divisions. William Barclay outlinesghts way.
"Chapters 1-8 deal with the problem of righteousneShapters 9-
11 deal with the problem of the Jews, the choseplpe Chapters
12-15 deal with practical questions of life anddy. And chapter
16 is a letter of introduction for Phoebe, andsadf final personal
greetings."

Paul begins this letter with a salutation and @roduction of
himself.

Rom 1:1 "Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, catidektan apostle
and set apart for the gospel of God--

One of the things that you find with Paul is thatunderstood his
position before Christ. He understood that thea@neof all the
universe mercifully and graciously made a way faulRo have
fellowship with Himself.

And this has always been God's desire; to havewship with
man. We see this in the very beginning in the &amf Eden.
Adam and Eve were created first and foremost tm lsemmunion
with God and then as an extra blessing to haveviship with one
another. Humanity can expressed in the word fedlop/or
communion.

This is why we exist, to have communion with God anthat we
bring glory to Him. ....... Paul understood thatdidn't deserve
this communion because of his own sin which sepdriaim from
God.

But, he also understood that Jesus Christ is teendo gave His
life as a ransom so that Paul might once again fedlvship with
God. And it's in this context that Paul calls hetis servant of
Christ Jesus.

It's interesting that one of the favorite expressiof Paul for Jesus
is Lord. The Greek word is Kurios and it designdleg someone
is in total and absolute possession of a persadinimg.

And so in contrast to Jesus who is Lord Paul daltsself Doulos
which is the Greek word for servant as the NIV puksit a better
translation would be slave or bondslave.



Paul knows that since Jesus purchased him andhyaveternal
life, and since Jesus is Kurios, Lord and Mastérisiife, Paul
humbly submits himself to his new Master. And bjling himself
a slave he is saying that | have no rights whatsioexcept for the
right to serve My gracious God, without whose lawel sacrificial
gift  would be bound for hell forever. | am etally indebted to
Him.

This is what Paul was saying to the Corinthiansmwine wrote in
1Co 7:22 "For he who was a slave when he wasd:al the
Lord is the Lord's freedman; similarly, he who veafsee man
when he was called is Christ's slave.

1Co 7:23 You were bought at a price; do not becslaees of
men."

By acknowledging ourselves to be slaves of Christ w
acknowledge God's Divine authority over us. Bubeaca slave or
bondservant of God carries with it another aspsad, that is the
privilege to be at His disposal.

Jesus says in Mat 20:26 = .... "whoever wants toipe great
among you must be your servant,>

Mat 20:27 <and whoever wants to be first must & plave-->"

Those who were deemed great in the Kingdom of Gt like
Abraham, Moses, David and all of the PatriarchsRmgbhets,
were men who understood themselves to be servastawes of
God out of gratitude for God's grace for them.

1Ki 18:36 "At the time of sacrifice, the prophdij&h stepped
forward and prayed: "O LORD, God of Abraham, Isaad Israel,
let it be known today that you are God in Israel #rat | am your
SERVANT and have done all these things at your canan

1Ch 6:49 "But Aaron and his descendants were iiles who
presented offerings on the altar of burnt offermgl on the altar of
incense in connection with all that was done inNtwest Holy
Place, making atonement for Israel, in accordante ail that
Moses the SERVANT of God had commanded.”

Dan 3:26 "Nebuchadnezzar then approached thargpehthe
blazing furnace and shouted, "Shadrach, Meshacii\badnego,
SERVANTS of the Most High God, come out! Come hef&x
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire



Paul was humbled to be part of God's Kingdom, b slave he
understood that to be the most effective in thigéom he must be
the least and not see himself as the greatest.

This is a problem in the church today. There atg ¢f people
who want to be noticed, they want first place, tbegire the honor
of position, but they miss what it is to be greathie Kingdom of
God as God measures greatness because they desirettd be a
servant a doulos for the Kurios.

William Barclay in his commentary on Romans says tivhen
Paul calls himself a slave of Jesus Christ hettggehimself in
the succession of the prophets. Their greatnesshairdglory lay
in the fact that they were slaves of God, and ddh@éi. So then,
the slave of Jesus Christ describes at one arshthe time the
obligation of a great love and the honor of a goétate."

What Paul understood about his calling, we neaddbze about
our calling as well. We've all been called to sk&wof Jesus Christ
with the idea of being greatest in the Kingdom ofbdGwhile we
humbly submit ourselves to the King and not trysarp His
authority or glory by boasting of some greatnessunlives. That
attitude shows that we are in fact least in theglom.

Paul was a humble man, a slave of Jesus Christwelitd be used
mightily by God to bring the message of Jesus Clwoithe entire
world. Great in the Kingdom of God? You bet heswarecisely
because he was the least.

"Called as an apostle". Every servant understamgpasition to
which he has been called as the calling of Godfpurpose. The
Greek here is literally "a called apostle”. Inatlwords Paul
didn't assume this position, he didn't volunteesewk this position
in the sense that there was an opening he deaddd t

He was where he was and was what he was becausea@edto
him and gave him this office. Therefore, God was®ne fully
responsible for putting Paul in this position amiydGod can get
the glory for the way He decides to use Paul is gasition.

The word apostle means "one sent". It intimates @od is the
One who is doing the sending. In it's generalsevsare all
apostles because we have been called by God &nbew into
this world to witness of the Christ.

This is not unlike the word deacon. When we tlohkhe word
deacon in the church we usually think of the offigosition



which is reserved by God for faithful men that tmeight serve the
Body of Christ. In fact the word deacon means aetrv

Now, who would deny that anybody in the Body Chsisbuld be a
servant? Men, women and children who are beliemarservants
or deacons or deaconesses in this sense.

But there is a special calling to serve in a sp@apacity when we
talk of the office of deacon. And this is what Panderstands
when he calls himself called to be an apostle.

Yes we are all sent by God, which is what apos#ams, but there
were those who were sent and called by God to parépecific
duties reserved only for them to accomplish spetasks by God.

And so we speak of the apostles as a group of nhenhad been
give great responsibilities to set the foundatibthe church of
Jesus Christ. Paul was "one sent" as a speciaemegsr to the
Gentiles, to call them to repentance and faittesud Christ.

Their specific qualifications as apostles are tistethe word of
God, not the least of which is being personallysamoby Jesus
Christ for such a high office.

Jesus personally chose the 12. When Judas betitzg/édrd and
ended up killing himself we read in Act 1:21 "Téfare it is
necessary to choose one of the men who have bélemnsvihe
whole time the Lord Jesus went in and out among us,

Act 1:22 beginning from John's baptism to the tinien Jesus
was taken up from us. For one of these must beeowitness
with us of his resurrection.”

In other words someone who followed Christ perdgraaid
witnessed His life, death and ultimate resurrecti®do be an
apostle in this sense one had to personally hatreegsed the
resurrected Jesus Christ.

Paul conveys this truth when speaking of his owastdpship.

1Co 9:1 "Am I not free? Am | not an apostle? Hawet seen
Jesus our Lord? Are you not the result of my workhie Lord?"

Where did Paul see the risen Jesus? On the rdaan@ascus
while Paul, then called Saul, was still perseautime church of
Jesus Christ.



Paul's apostleship was not something he was bgastiout rather
saw as something he certainly didn't deserve pldecause he
was a persecutor of the church.

He states this in 1Co 15:9 "For | am the leaghefapostles and
do not even deserve to be called an apostle, bed¢gessecuted
the church of God.

1Co 15:10 But by the grace of God | am what | ang his grace
to me was not without effect. No, | worked hardert all of them-
-yet not |, but the grace of God that was with me."

Paul was humbled to be called by God. As an apdstiwever, he
still saw himself first and foremost as a servaiis servant-hood
revolved around the calling as he was set apath®gospel of
Jesus Christ as we read the last part of verse one.

You and I, if we have placed our faith in Jesusis€hmust realize
that we too have been called out by God to be slafeur Lord
out of gratitude that He has set us free.

We may not be an apostle in the sense that Paylbubg/e are
apostles in the sense of the general term whiclsne@aes who are
sent with a message.

Our Kurios, our Lord and Master has called us aadrgus the
same message He gave to Paul. That messagegssbel of
Jesus Christ.

When we begin to think of our calling in that lightte light which
shows us that God has personally intervened idiaes by calling
us to Himself and giving us this message, then tutlgave begin
to see the privilege of being a servant of the Mtigh God.

And instead of seeing our Christian faith as meaglypportunity
of being associated with the visible church we saa it as the
Spiritual reality that it is. We have a God whdedus from
darkness to His light and He has a plan for owdiwhich is to
accomplish His will and that He might be glorifiedour lives.

So, often we think we've been called to Christisgdiom to be set
free from responsibility. No we've been set freaf the penalty
of our sin. The adventure and the blessing ofdaichild of the
living God, our risen Savior comes when we undecsthat we
are slaves. His personal chosen servants.

The entire letter to Romans revolves around thithtr And that
truth is centered on Jesus Christ who is the truth.



We are servants of Christ. But when we relinquishlives we
find that Christ's life in us is the only true pean this world that
we need. And instead of wandering through thisvifedering
why we're here, we experience the kind of direcéind purpose
we were created for.

That's the joy of our salvation; knowing that Chissusing us and
lifting up Himself in our lives as we witness tosHove and
forgiveness.

In one sense we can put ourselves in Paul's pfacehopefully
we can all say and walk in a way where we can .sayDrew, or
Charlie or Betty, put your name there..... a bonds# of Christ
Jesus, called as a messenger, set apart for thelgdslesus
Christ.

That's no small thing. Give glory your Lord ands#a and walk
as one who has been called to be a servant of tst Wgh God.



