Galatians 6:6-10 “Tend the Garden”

GAL 6:6-10 “Anyone who receives instruction in therd must
share all good things with his instructor. Do hetdeceived: God
cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. The/bosows
to please his sinful nature, from that nature ve@lp destruction;
the one who sows to please the Spirit, from theitSgpill reap
eternal life. Let us not become weary in doing gdodat the
proper time we will reap a harvest if we do notegup. Therefore,
as we have opportunity, let us do good to all peogdpecially to
those who belong to the family of believers.”

As you'll remember last week this section of Gala$ is a
practical teaching from Paul directed to the indlals of this
church so that they might pull together as a bading their gifts
and ministries to not only further the gospel afukeChrist, but
also to be strengthened so as not to fall prelggdalse teachings
and teachers who would try to divide them.

But as we come to our text this morning it seemthasggh verse
six is just thrown in there with no apparent reasomd of like
how the Proverbs sometimes work. When you readdpis
Solomon will often times deal with a variety offéifent issues
which don’t appear to be related in the courseisf & few verses.

PRO 22:5-8 *“In the paths of the wicked lie thoamsl snares, but
he who guards his soul stays far from them. Taathild in the
way he should go, and when he is old he will nat foom it. The
rich rule over the poor, and the borrower is setrtanhe lender.
He who sows wickedness reaps trouble, and thefrbis dury will
be destroyed.”

These are wise statements put together to indBadts people.
And though Paul is instructing the Galatians wiisdem our text
is not simply enlightening these people with mikretous and
pithy statements.

There is a rhyme and reason as to what Paul igdwmre. Let's
start with verse six of our text.

GAL 6:6 “Anyone who receives instruction in the nganust
share all good things with his instructor.”

The NASB puts it this way. “The one who is tautite word is to
share all good things with the one who teaches.”



The way this is normally dealt with suggests thaatwPaul is
teaching here is that the congregation has a regmbty to
financially support the Pastor who is teaching them

And the word of God certainly teaches this concéfghen Jesus
sent out the 70 to proclaim the kingdom of God &lé them to go
into the houses of those who would accept thent@eapect
these people to feed them and provide for themeasditl, “for the
worker deserves his wages.”

Paul also points out this concept to the Corintian

1CO 9:7-14 “Who serves as a soldier at his owreegp? Who
plants a vineyard and does not eat of its grapds@ dhds a flock
and does not drink of the milk? If we have sowmigal seed
among you, is it too much if we reap a materialbat from you?
Don't you know that those who work in the templéetgeir food
from the temple, and those who serve at the ditaresin what is
offered on the altar? In the same way, the Losldmanmanded
that those who preach the gospel should receivelifiag from
the gospel.”

But as we look at our text we have to ask, is Bsathing this
concept at this point in light of the context?

The answer could be yes and no. If Paul is extigttie Galatians
to materially or financially support those teacheho are
instructing them it may very well be because of wPaul has been
teaching them prior to this exhortation.

Remember, Paul has condemned the false gospeds# thlse
teachers who were promoting the law along-sidea¢gy He has
essentially told them to flee from their influence.

Now, if the bulk of their teachers were these Joeiai there would
certainly be the temptation not to want to suppost teacher in
fear that they would potentially be supporting ladaeacher.

They may surmise that before we financially suppost teacher
we’ll put them on probation for a period of tim@é/ell, that may
be wise from one stand-point, but it may also keegpood teacher
from being a part of that fellowship if he has rnbey means of
support.

Now, keep in mind that Paul is not teaching heefither points of
how to choose a Pastor/teacher. It would be asstina¢thefore
they place someone in that position they’ve doe# thomework.



What Paul could be teaching here is that the hasiciple still
applies despite the fact that there are wolves@eg’s clothing in
their midst, and that is, the worker deserves lziges.

He doesn’t mean to suggest that they continuepgpa@t these
Judaizers but that they don’t neglect someone vaas teach them
from God’s word simply because they've been builmethlse
teachers.

But there may be another way of looking at thisspge and that is
that Paul may not be teaching, in this particuknse, the financial
support of the teacher but rather he may be engmgahe
Galatians to share in the spiritual blessings eftéacher who
dispenses such blessings in the teaching of Gookd.w

“The one who is taught the word is to share alldythongs with
the one who teaches.”

John MacArthur points out that the Greek word toare here in
our text is "koinoneo, which has the basic idealwring equally.
It is the verb form of the noun commonly translafeltbwship”
which we all know as koinonea.

MacArthur says, “Paul is talking about mutualitgt of one party
serving or providing for the other but of both pestsharing
together. The one who is taught the word and tleevdro teaches
have a common fellowship and should share all dbivas
together....”

..... “The most common [Greek] term for materiahtfs that are
favorable, or good, is kalos. But [here in our kgxtod things
translates the plural of agathos, which is usetierNew
Testament primarily of spiritual and moral excetleri

And so, the idea here in our text may be that Baehcouraging
the believers in Galatia, and all believers, tasta good things
[spiritual things] with their teachers as they gupethe false
teaching of the law, as it pertains to attainimgpteousness, and
embrace the truth of the gospel of grace withtalspiritual
blessings.

In fact, verse 6 of our text in the original Gresgluld be translated,
“let him who receives instruction share with himowjives
instruction in all good things.”

To pursue the law does not produce spiritual bhessi And so, if
the Galatians want to enjoy such blessings witir teachers they



must insist that their teachers teach the wholeseluwf God's
word as they lay aside the law in favor of grace.

HEB 10:1 “The law is only a shadow of the goochgs [agathos]
that are coming - not the realities themselves.tiigrreason it can
never, by the same sacrifices repeated endlesalyajter year,
make perfect those who draw near to worship.”

And so, in keeping with the context, Paul is exingrthe Galatian
believers to pursue the truth and thus be blessdaey are
conformed into the image of Christ.

And of course, the same is true of us. If we alfalse teachers to
influence us, be that from television, radio, tapls Internet, or
even our own fellowship, we will not share in theod things
which are from above because the falsehoods Wil their place.

If we will not discipline ourselves to study Godi®rd and
meditate upon it in such a way where we can disitenuth we
will always be at the mercy of the “experts”. THises not mean
to suggest that those with the gift of teachinguéthmot be listened
to and consulted with.

But, Paul certainly was one with the gift of teahand yet he
commended the Bereans for not simply taking hishiea without
comparing it with the rest of the Scriptures to ¢leose things he
said were true. And this was the way he prayedhferhilippians
as well.

PHI 1:9-11 “And this is my prayer: that your lorey abound
more and more in knowledge and depth of insigbtthat you
may be able to discern what is best and may begnddlameless
until the day of Christ, filled with the fruit afghteousness that
comes through Jesus Christ - to the glory and @&i$sod.”

And so, as it pertains to our ability to grow i thrace and
knowledge of our Lord and Savior, we must apprdaeh
Scriptures for what they are, the very word of Gédd as we do
that we will grow in all good things.

1PE 2:2-3 “Like newborn babies, long for the pomiék of the
word, so that by it you may grow in respect to aabn, if you
have tasted the kindness of the Lord.” (NASB)

Okay, let’ s move on.

GAL 6:7 “Do not be deceived: God cannot be moclkethan
reaps what he sows.”



This is a passage of Scripture that uses the layggobagriculture
in a sense. This was common knowledge among afilpen this
part of the world and was never questioned.

The imagery is that a farmer plants corn and hevsrioe will
never get anything but corn. If he plants grapewilielways get
grapes, and so on. Paul is saying to these way@alatians that
this law of sowing and reaping applies in the spadiworld as
well.

JOB 4:8 “As | have observed, those who plow end ghose who
sow trouble reap it.”

PRO 11:18 “The wicked man earns deceptive waggidwho
sows righteousness reaps a sure reward.”

HOS 8:7 "They sow the wind and reap the whirlwind.

In other words, if you sow in the flesh, then yolli veap

according to the flesh. If you sow in the Spittiten you will reap
spiritual blessings. Up to this point the Galatiaase been sowing
according to the flesh as they have tried to Ipeitsial lives
according to the law.

In fact, earlier in this letter Paul raises thesjiom as to this
dilemma.

GAL 3:2-3 “I would like to learn just one thingdim you: Did you
receive the Spirit by observing the law, or by &éing what you
heard? Are you so foolish? After beginning witke Bypirit, are
you now trying to attain your goal by human effort?

And so, in keeping with the theme of this letteulF@w again
reminds his readers and us that if we think wegmforward
spiritually with anything less than that which @rgual, Godly,
then we will never go forward.

We will reap what we sow, be that according toftesh or
according to the Spirit. And what Paul says in géfss that to be
deceived into thinking we can live spiritual livesthe flesh is not
only foolish, it also mocks God.

The literal translation of the word mock in ourttéxto “turn up
the nose or sneer at.” When we attempt to do aurtbing
contrary to God’s word we essentially turn up ooses to God.
His ways become a stench in our noses.



And Paul is saying that despite how we might trgf emove ahead
spiritually without the aid of the Spirit of Godhdre is no way that
will be accomplished. And in the process we maked 6ok as
though He’s not important in our lives.

But as Paul points out, we can try to attain gyality through the
flesh, but whatever we sow, just like that corrthdt’s what we
plant we will never reap anything other than whatsew. It's a
law of nature, and it's a law of the spirit.

GAL 6:8 “The one who sows to please his sinfulinatfrom that
nature will reap destruction; the one who sowsléage the Spirit,
from the Spirit will reap eternal life.”

In this verse Paul is speaking in bold contrass §is he did in
Gal.5:19-23 where he made the comparison betweeddéds of
the flesh and the fruit of the Spirit. He’s noggesting here in
verse 8 that if believers ever sow to the flesh tihey will be
denied eternal life.

He’s simply stating that if only the flesh is puesiby people they
will reap what the flesh produces which is dedtlonlthe other
hand people will sow to please the Spirit, andy he means
accepting the things of the Spirit by faith, spieailly the gospel,
then from the Spirit will reap eternal life.

But the questions needs to be raised, if we aeelialievers can
we sow to the flesh? And if so, what will we reap?

The answer to the first question is absolutely yescan sow to
the flesh. Just look to the Corinthians or eveséhGalatian
Christians who were entertaining the idea of beingumcised to
assure their salvation.

And the danger they were falling into was that thweye going to
reap what they sowed. What they were sowing wiae @and
elitism as they considered themselves much mordsgias they
not only believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, buteyw#rough their
actions, suggesting that now they were completeeswere sold
out to the Lord, even willing to mutilate themsedve

Cutting the flesh doesn’t produce a spiritual lifgut neither does
any aspect of the flesh; and by this we mean tifelsiature.
When we try to please that area of our lives wg dekteive
ourselves. We weaken ourselves.



And again, this takes us back to the things of3piit which
strengthen us, not the least of which is the wér@ad inspired by
the Spirit.

John MacArthur puts it very well when he says, “Goalord is so
important, not only for building up the church iretLord but also
for protecting it against being weakened and dgsttoAn
untaught believer is a weak believer and theredoralnerable
believer. Scripture not only is the believer’'s fdmat also his
armor.”

The believer may sow to the flesh, but he has tdpehhat the new
nature he has in Christ is one which will take pdsnce as he
submits to the Spirit of God. But it takes repentgrand by this
we simply mean a turning around and moving awamftioat
fleshly path and moving in the direction of thentjs of God.

There is a reward in doing that. There is a reapirdping that
which allows us to reap the things of the Spirithees Spirit of God
builds us up to be better servants of our Lord $ador, Jesus
Christ.

That's the point Paul is making. Just as sure awieeap the

things of the flesh if we sow to the flesh, we wilbst certainly
reap the things of the Spirit as we pursue thegthof the Spirit
with the greatest reaping being eternal life tochitthe Spirit of
God has sealed us.

We discussed it a bit this last Thursday evenintpagjuestion of
eternal security for the believer came up, esplgcal it relates to
a believer in light of how he might sow to the Hest times.

And though we certainly don’t want to use our seégun Christ as
an excuse to sin, the fact of the matter is thahewe do sin we
have an advocate in Christ, or as the NIV putsvé¢ have one who
speaks to the Father in our defense - Jesus CihiesRighteous
One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins.(1JO 2:1-2)

But our joy and our motivation for wanting to puesihe things of
the Spirit should come from the fact that our ielahip with our
God is not as fleeting as our flesh, or sinful nratwhich is fickle
at best.

Our motivation should come from the fact that Goekeld us even
while we were yet sinners and continues to lovaauslis children
as we've placed our faith in Christ alone for calvation.



In this relationship we know that nothing will segt@ us from the
love of Christ. We know that nothing can snatcliram the
Father’'s hand. We know that there is thereforearalemnation
for those who are in Christ Jesus.

The question then is not can we lose our salvabiahwill we
show our appreciation and gratitude for the liféwgdeen given
in Christ which is eternal in nature? If we whien we will not
only reap eternal life, but we will also reap mantlyer spiritual
blessings both here and in heaven.

In this light Paul concludes this section.

GAL 6:9-10 “Let us not become weary in doing gofaad,at the
proper time we will reap a harvest if we do notegup. Therefore,
as we have opportunity, let us do good to all peogdpecially to
those who belong to the family of believers.”

You and | in Christ are part of a spiritual gardesgping and
sowing. And what Paul is conveying to us is thatneed to
understand that all of life is tending to this gardThe way in
which we tend to this garden will determine whalt spring up.

What we sow makes a difference to those arounadscathe
glory of God who has given us the privilege of loetihis garden in
the midst of the world whose only fruit is destrant

With this in mind we don’t want to lose heart aratide to join the
world since their garden seems much bigger. Ordegeis not in
competition with the world’s garden in the sensa thie want to
match it. Our garden, though smaller in appearacdinitely
better in quality.

We don’t want to lose heart. And believe me | krtbere is
always the temptation to lose heart especially vtherworld
wants to try and trample our fruit.

But here’s the real reason we don’t want to lossthand it has
everything to do with who is ultimately tendingdigarden. Yes,
you and | are responsible for sowing righteousaesisthe love of
Christ in this world, but the fruit we sow is ultately from God
Himself. Remember, it is the fruit of the Spirit.

And as such, we should therefore come to God wthssion to
want to seek the things of the Spirit so that Hist fivould become
more and more desirable to the world and our galatgks more



and more attractive to the end that they would wamieet the
Master Gardener.

Let’s not become weary in doing good, in sowing temtling this
garden, for at the proper time we will reap a harviewe do not
give up.

There isn’t a farmer in this world who hasn’t be@discouraged
at times because of the amount of crop they'veaedyeing
sometimes scanty. In fact, I'm sure there are sfammeers who
haven’t reaped any crop at times because of drs&ie! will
guarantee you that if that same farmer simply culasting seed
altogether we all know how much he’ll reap. Nothin

We need to continue to plant and to sow and watgnyith the
idea that we can make it grow but with the sureeustéinding that
what we sow God can make grow. Isn’t that what Rad the
Corinthians?

1CO 3:7-9 “So neither he who plants nor he whcevgais
anything, but only God, who makes things grow. & who
plants and the man who waters have one purposesaidwill be
rewarded according to his own labor. For we ard'Sfellow
workers; you are God's field, God's building.”

We need to continue to sow according to the Spirfte flesh
produces nothing that will honor and glorify Godita®lates to
promoting the things of the Spirit. And since wedanly one life
to live in this world we might as well live it untbe one who has
given us life in the next.

We do that by being a living witness to all mendAme should
never give up doing that no matter how much opposive
encounter. Whether it's family or friends who dokriow Christ
and who aren’t interested in hearing about Hisatamn, or
whether it's the people in the community in which live, we
must never give up sowing the word, the gospeésitig Christ and
the love He has given us.

GAL 6:10 “Therefore, as we have opportunity, lstdo good to
all people, especially to those who belong to #maily of
believers.”

We need to continually seek the Lord for those opmities. We
need to ask the Lord to allow us to be used asengsss of life
and hope found in Christ and ask that as we watgp&nt that



He would be pleased to give life to those we toaglhey embrace
Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.

And believe me God will be faithful to give us tleagpportunities.
We just need to be willing to act on them. And drthat is doing
good to all people. Here’s that word good we sashiezan our
study. Agathos; that which is joyful, useful, plaas as it relates
to the spiritual good we find in Christ.

As we share this good with the world we can knoat #s we
don’t grow weary God will be faithful to use our ¥kan His
kingdom to His glory. And there is nothing moréisging than to
know that we are His vessels for grace and lowseatend the
garden of life found in Christ alone.

But as we are doing good to all people we don’tiviameglect
doing good to those who are part of the same faafifyhrist we
are in. We see this at the end of verse 10 ofeur t

GAL 6:10 “Therefore, as we have opportunity, lstdo good to
all people, especially to those who belong to #maily of
believers.”

There is nothing like family. And there’s nothirigd belonging to
a family with God as its Father, Christ as its Hesttl the Spirit as
our teacher.

It's a special forever family and we must alwayslenstand that
we should do all we can to encourage each othsalioas a
spiritual family as we help each other to flee frtiva things of the
flesh and feed that new life, that new nature weeha Christ,
always remembering that the one who sows to plies8pirit,
from the Spirit will reap eternal life.

This is our goal; eternal life, and this life ssatwday for all who
embrace Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. But ihsitle is true as
well. If we do not embrace Christ by faith only titessh and its
penalty remains; destruction and condemnation.

JOH 3:15-18 “..... everyone who believes in himyrhave eternal
life. "For God so loved the world that he gavedn and only
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not pebishhave eternal
life. For God did not send his Son into the wada&ondemn the
world, but to save the world through him. Whoebelieves in
him is not condemned, but whoever does not bebéwveds
condemned already because he has not believed imathe of
God's one and only Son.”



For we who have believed, we have the promisevikatill
always be with our Creator God and Savior.

JOH 10:28-30 “I give them eternal life, and théwplsnever
perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. Mid¥, who
has given them to me, is greater than all; no @mesnatch them
out of my Father's hand. | and the Father aré'one.

Let’s tend the garden and let our lights shine dagened world
and give them the assurance that they too canrbefghis family
in Christ as we walk and serve in the Spirit to kti&ior and glory.



