Galatians 5:23b-26 “Do You Live Under the lawGifrist?”

GAL 5:22-26 “But the fruit of the Spirit is lov@y, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gesdteand self-
control. Against such things there is no law. Ea$o belong to
Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature vglpassions and
desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us kisegtep with the
Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking endying each
other.”

It's interesting that most of this letter to thel&@ans is a
refutation of the Law of Moses as a means to rigideess. Early
on in this letter we see this.

GAL 2:16 “know that a man is not justified by obsag the law,
but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, havegoutfaith in Christ
Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Chried aot by
observing the law, because by observing the lawn®will be
justified.”

GAL 3:10 “All who rely on observing the law areder a curse,
for it is written: "Cursed is everyone who does omtinue to do
everything written in the Book of the Law."

And as has been pointed out the Judaizers weretiyisy to get
the Gentile believers in Galatia to submit to amnaision as part of
their salvation experience.

But we've also seen that the law was essentiairapdrtant for
two reasons:

1) to curb sin..... GAL 3:19 “What, then, was thepose of the
law? It was added because of transgressions hatbéed to
whom the promise referred had come.”

2) To lead us to Christ..... GAL 3:24 “So the lasas put in charge
to lead us to Christ that we might be justifiedfaiyh.”

And so, as believers in Christ Jesus the law, (eard we're
speaking of the Law of Moses), is irrelevant in ves as a
standard by which we please God. In fact, a pevgdomis under
the law is a person whose sinful nature is in refgéstraint,
which again is one of the purposes of the law. #ad person
cannot please God.



ROM 8:8 “Those controlled by the sinful nature wainplease
God.”

And so, for the person who is trying to earn hiywaheaven by
being good enough as he keeps the law, (be thatatheof Moses,
or a law of his own choosing), is really only rungiin place. He’s
getting no more closer to pleasing God or earnirigtdeous
standing with God than the person who has no refgaitthe law.

Outside of faith in Christ we all stand condemné&dit when we
looked at the fruit of the Spirit last week we ssamething very
interesting. We saw a contrast in the lives of ¢habo have the
Spirit of God by faith in Christ with those who dbn

Remember how Paul had given us the deeds of thle ithe
Gal.5:19-21? They ranged from sexual immoralitgneying and
drunkenness. And in a sense this is the law ofiéisé. In other
words, this is the principle of sin working itselfit in the lives of
human beings.

And so, when we use the word law we can apply & tamber of
things. We can apply it to that principle which Guat given to
Israel through Moses and by which their lives wereome under
its control. We can apply the word law to the piphe which is
inherent in the natural man which we know as thé&ushnature.

But we can also apply the word law to that new@pile which is
now a part of every believer in Christ whose ndes dir new
nature is governed by God in the power of the Spiri

Whenever we use the word law in a biblical conteatare talking
about coming under some form of control. Israal example,
was commanded to come under the control of Godedlsid down
the standard which was given to Israel on MounaiSin

The natural man is by nature under control of teehf. He was
born with a sin nature and that nature desirescasp self.

But the believer in Christ is also under a law, ibatnot the law of
the sinful nature and it's not the Law of MoseshafN we looked
at the fruit of the Spirit we saw that a believdrons under the
control of the Spirit lives in a way that reflette nature of God.

That's why it’s called the fruit of the Spirit. #'not a natural fruit
of man, and it's not even a natural fruit of thddneer. It's a fruit
or an outworking of God Himself which is seen tigbuhe
believer who is now under the control of God.



Again, remember, the word law speaks to that whakks control
of a person, be it the Law of Moses or the lawhef sinful nature.
It is a living and active reality which shows itsmkind of fruit.
And in the case of the believer the living and\atieality is
nothing short of the living and active God Himsgho is
conforming us into the image of Christ.

Now, if we are living in the Spirit and we are demtrating the
fruit of the Spirit which includes love, joy, peagatience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness dindoserol, then
we are living the kind of life which the Law of Mes or any civil
law points to, but can’t fully accomplish in a wadich will
please God.

And this is why there is no law or controlling facthat can come
against the fruit of the Spirit because there isamothat can come
against God who is the source of that fruit workimgnd through

the life of a believer.

This is precisely why Paul adds at the end of vBB&Against
such things there is no law.”

Can you imagine someone creating a law which paotsity jail for
being kind to someone, or being patient with sore@okiow
about a law which convicts you of a crime if yowahove or
gentleness or self-control in the course of ydefli

Paul is saying that if you have the mind of Chaistl the Spirit of
Christ being worked out in your life as you love thord and obey
Him then the world has no choice but to take néthe fact that
God is alive and well and is demonstrating His caggon and
mercy and love in you, and God is glorified in grecess.

And for the first time in our lives we can live wardh law, or under
the control of the God of this universe, so thatnaght show
ourselves to be united to our God in love. Thiwlst Paul told
the Romans.

ROM 8:1-2 “Therefore, there is now no condemnafarthose
who are in Christ Jesus, because through Chrigsibs law of
the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sind death.”

In other words, because I've received the atoniogkwef Christ
on the cross by faith alone, | have His righteoasmmit to my
account and | have been declared not guilty. | caha
condemned by God. And as a result of this relatignklive under



the control of my God, which Paul calls the lawttod Spirit of life
which has set me free from the law of sin and death

ROM 10:4 “Christ is the end of the law so thatréhmay be
righteousness for everyone who believes.”

And here’s the point to all of this. For the fitshe in our lives we
actually have the ability and the power to pleasd @ith our
lives. We now have the ability to accomplish wAdam gave up
in the garden.

Remember, Adam and Eve were created to have péefentship
with their God and creator. They squandered thenithey
rebelled against the Lord. Now, granted that refeghip was, in a
sense, reestablished when they believed the Lordisise to send
a Savior, born of the seed of the woman, but it grastly
curtailed because of the introduction of the lawhef sinful nature
in their members.

And so, from that time on they struggled with thdd nature and
the promise they were given which they receiveddith. In a
sense they could say with Paul, “For in my innengé delight in
God's law; but | see another law at work in the fers of my
body, waging war against the law of my mind and imgkne a
prisoner of the law of sin at work within my mem&éi(ROM
7:22-23)

Unlike Adam and Eve, every believer since the nesition of
Jesus Christ has the unique relationship with @igt®f God in
that each one of us has been indwelt with the [Splyit, and
therefore we have the power of the Spirit to acd@hpsod’s will
in a new and dynamic way. And so in that senseave h
something Adam and Eve didn’t have.

But because we are given a new nature in Chrislivees don’t
have to come under the control, or if you will, enthe law of the
sinful nature, nor under the Law of Moses which wesant to
curb the sinful nature.

We live under a new law of life and freedom in Ghand we are
meant to let that new life take precedence to dwrek that the old
nature no longer is our master and lord.

And as we walk in this new life in the power of tBgirit who has
given us life in Christ then that new law of lifelMbegin to show
itself with the fruit of the one who gave us liteus the fruit of the



Spirit. And this fruit will begin to work itself dun many practical
ways.

ROM 13:8 “Let no debt remain outstanding, excéptdontinuing
debt to love one another, for he who loves hiofethan has
fulfilled the law.”

ROM 13:10 “Love does no harm to its neighbor. Efi@e love is
the fulfillment of the law.”

GAL 5:14 “The entire law is summed up in a singbenmand:
"Love your neighbor as yourself."

GAL 6:2 “Carry each other's burdens, and in thaswou will
fulfill the law of Christ.”

Now keep in mind that we’re not simply in the buesia of obeying
a law, but rather we fulfill it in Christ as we denstrate His life in
us. But, I love the way James describes this la@tofst.

JAM 2:8 “If you really keep the royal law found 8tripture,
"Love your neighbor as yourself," you are doindntig)

We have the privilege of walking in the royal latlhe word royal
as James describes it literally means a law enrap&tim a king
or befitting or worthy of a king. When we walktime Spirit with
the fruit of the Spirit we are showing ourselvegasiing under
the control of the King of kings and Lord of lordtsis a royal life
showing the royal touch from our King.

And it is at this point that we fulfill what Petdescribes us to be in
Christ.

1PE 2:9 “But you are a chosen people, a royakfivand, a holy
nation, a people belonging to God, that you mayaideche praises
of him who called you out of darkness into his wexfdl light.”

This is what it means to walk in the Spirit. Theswhat it means to
bear the fruit of the Spirit. It is all meant toipothe world back to
the One who gives life and delivers us from the ¢dwin and
death, and in the process we give glory to God.

As Paul closes out this chapter he once againimgdo make this
contrast between having life in Christ and beingfoomed to the
world. But he also states quite clearly how thiadsomplished.

GAL 5:24 “Those who belong to Christ Jesus hauei@ied the
sinful nature with its passions and desires.”



First we note that we belong to Christ. This isldrgguage of
ownership. This is the language of what it mearnsotae under
the lordship or control of someone else. Some miagk at this in
a negative way, but for the believer it should makehearts soar
because it confirms that since we belong to Chiistold master
can never claim us again.

ROM 6:13-14 “Do not offer the parts of your bodysin, as
instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yomeseto God, as
those who have been brought from death to life;cffet the parts
of your body to him as instruments of righteousndssr sin shall
not be your master, because you are not undetlatwynder
grace.”

This whole idea of ownership is something we somesi lose
sight of, especially in a world which teaches e the become our
own island, we determine our own destinies withtanytone else.

Well, Jesus made it clear that ownership deterndoésome. And
in the case of the Jews of Christ’s day they ledifrem the lips of
our Lord Jesus that ownership was something weldlommsider
as there are really only two owners in a spiriggise with two
entirely different outcomes and destinations.

JOH 8:44-47 "You belong to your father, the deaid you want
to carry out your father's desire. He was a murdeoen the
beginning, not holding to the truth, for there ostruth in him.
When he lies, he speaks his native language, fo &4diar and the
father of lies. Yet because | tell the truth, ytminot believe me!
Can any of you prove me guilty of sin? If | amitgdl the truth,
why don't you believe me? He who belongs to Gad$ehat
God says. The reason you do not hear is that yowotibelong to
God."

Who we belong to makes an eternal difference. Ameeibelong
to Christ than we have the assurance that He eilénlet us go.

JOH 6:39 -40 “And this is the will of him who sang, that | shall
lose none of all that he has given me, but raiemthbp at the last
day. For my Father's will is that everyone who &k the Son
and believes in him shall have eternal life, amdlliraise him up
at the last day."



If we belong to Christ then there is nothing in\eaor hell which
can snatch us away from our God and Savior. Jegss kshall
lose none, and | will raise him up at the last day.

JOH 10:28-30 “I give them eternal life, and théalsnever
perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. Miaé¥, who
has given them to me, is greater than all; no @mesnatch them
out of my Father's hand. | and the Father are one."”

We ought to rejoice in that truth everyday of dues$. And one of
the ways we do that is to not only understand wkdelong to,
but also the One who belongs to us in that werafghrist and He
in us.

And out of thanks we crucify the flesh on a dailsis. That's
what Paul says in our text. Now what does he nhgahis? Well,
the word crucify is not used by accident. In factevery place in
the bible where the word crucify is used it's upeidharily of
Jesus Christ who was crucified for our sin.

There’s only four places where the word crucifyersfto
something other than Christ’'s death. This is onghein in our
text. The word crucify ultimately refers to theeextion and death
of someone.

In our modern vernacular when use the phrase ‘foeyhe chair”
we’re not talking about the lounge chair. We'rditad) about the
execution and death of a criminal.

And so, whenever the term crucify came up in thenRoworld it
was always in reference to the execution and dafadcriminal.
Well, in a similar way when Paul uses the term ifputo describe
what happens to our sinful nature he is sayingithregeds to be
put to death.

There are two senses in which he speaks of cragftie flesh.
One is a positional perspective while the other sactical
perspective.

Positionally speaking, when we accepted Christsiiee on the
cross for our sins we also accepted the resuliadfdacrifice which
is death and therefore full payment of our sin. Budccepting that
payment we also accepted the reality that sin i®@nger our
master. This is what Paul meant when writing toRloenans.



ROM 6:1 -2 “What shall we say, then? Shall we gsioming so
that grace may increase? By no means! We diechidsiv can
we live in it any longer?”

Our position before God is such that we are nodongewed as
sinners who are condemned. We are viewed by Gadlasous
because of Christ’s righteousness put to our adcéum this, by
the way, is the reason we are seen as friends of Guaiside of
Christ we are His enemies.

And so, positionally, we are clean. Though our svese as scarlet
we have been made white as snow, though they wdras
crimson, they have been made like wool.”

Paul took this same truth and put it this way ® Romans.

ROM 6:5-7 “If we have been united with him likegln his
death, we will certainly also be united with himhiis resurrection.
For we know that our old self was crucified witlmhso that the
body of sin might be done away with, that we shaxddonger be
slaves to sin - because anyone who has died leasfiged from
sin.”

And so, positionally we are free from sin becaugehave died to
it in Christ. We are free from the penalty of sndaherefore in
Christ we are united to Him and we belong to Himt ®hen Paul
uses the term crucify here in Romans and in odritegonnection
to our old self being crucified, or put to death,diso uses it in a
practical outworking in our lives.

If our old natures, or our old sinful ways havebeet to death

positionally, then it stands to reason that wergaw walk in that
reality in a practical way to the glory of God weaved us from
penalty and power of sin, which is death.

And so there is a sense in which one follows tiheotf you have
life then you live. If you've died to sin then sgxdead in your life
and life takes priority.

However, the cold hard facts remain that despite Wwe have died
to sin positionally, our sin nature persists omacpcal level. And
this is where the struggle comes in. This is wieyftuit of the
Spirit in our lives sometimes looks more like thiay green unripe
fruit instead of the robust ripe fruit.

And this is Paul’s point back in our text. He igisg that you
belong to Christ Jesus and have crucified the bidture with its



passions and desires. Notice he is talking in #e fense; have
crucified the sinful nature, not, are crucifying tsinful nature.

And what he means is that your reality is thatdlieman has been
put to death at the cross of Christ when we acdepteist’s
sacrifice on our behalf. And because of that rgali¢ can now
daily put our old man to death as we walk in thisfgled world
which is always vying for our allegiance.

In other words, it comes back to choices based@nhanature we
submit to. Do we submit to the old nature andagjainst God in
any given situation, or do we submit to the Sgiritl obey our
Lord and please Him in the process as we bringydtoHis name?

The way in which we flee from the old man is byhaglly seeking
and then doing the things of the Spirit in love abeédience.

GAL 5:25 “Since we live by the Spirit, let us kelepstep with the
Spirit.”

What Paul means by this is again what we saidezatid that is if
we have life, let’s live.

If the Spirit of God has given us eternal life,rithemakes all the
sense in the world to walk or keep in step with$ip&it who not
only gave us this life but who now empowers usddalht.

How do we keep in step with the Spirit? We foll@hrist. We
seek after the living word and we become doerb®fiord. The
things of the Spirit by which we keep in step viltle Spirit are
those things the Spirit has given us.

He has first and foremost given us the word of @edve have it
in both the old and new testaments as He revehisedvord
through His prophets and apostles. But in giviaghis word He
has revealed the Son of God who is the word bedtaske.

If we are ever to walk in the Spirit we can neveglect the word
of the Spirit of God. But He has also given us eattler. We are
one in the Spirit, we are united in the Spiritthe sense that we
are all part of the same body; the body of Christ.

And as the body of Christ we are commanded by oud ko come
together for fellowship, for worship, for breakibgead together as
we have before us this morning in the Lord’s Supper

These are all ways in which we can walk in the iSaind grow in
the Spirit and thus begin to demonstrate the &lihe Spirit in a



dynamic and meaningful way as we are being confdrim the
image of Christ.

But there is a process involved in this and pathisf has to do
with engaging our minds as we seek those thinggeab®he
world often characterizes us as mindless peoplehale a blind
faith. That simply isn’t true.

But if we are not using our minds as we read Goasl, as we
use our gifts, as we walk in the Spirit, as we rtadion those
things the Lord teaches us then we are not featimgew man we
are in Christ.

ROM 8:5 “Those who live according to the sinfutura have
their minds set on what that nature desires; mgedhwho live in
accordance with the Spirit have their minds setvbat the Spirit
desires.”

ROM 12:2 “Do not conform any longer to the pattefrhis
world, but be transformed by the renewing of youmdnThen you
will be able to test and approve what God's will lés good,
pleasing and perfect will.”

Are we being renewed into the image of Christ? tTha only
truly happen as we engage our minds, which inclodesvills, as
we seek Christ through the means He has givenrasgh the
power He has given us in His Spirit.

Not to pursue the things of the Spirit will leadtagursuing the
things of the flesh or old nature and as Paul sltisis chapter he
gives the Galatians and us what that will produce.

GAL 5:26 “Let us not become conceited, provoking @nvying
each other.”

The law which the Judaizers were trying to forcelwse
Galatians created a division of pride within thelyof Christ;
conceit and envy. The law is a feeble attempt to fgavor with
God. It's an attempt to please the Lord and thdtnever happen.
But it doesn’t mean that the law doesn’t accompdisithing when
added to the finished work of Christ on the cross.

But it's all negative in nature. It produces a flgsapproach to a
spiritual life. It's a dead man’s approach to evie has life. The
two don’t mix. The new law we have in Christ il which is
written on our hearts and one which will show itselbe alive.



It is a royal law which loves God above all and naighbors as
ourselves. But unless we engage ourselves in éuslife on a
daily basis we are only feeding the old naturettwedone we feed
the most is the one who is most active.

Let’s keep in step with the Spirit as we encourageh other to
pursue the things of the Spirit.

GAL 5:16-18 “So | say, live by the Spirit, and yaill not gratify
the desires of the sinful nature. For the sinature desires what
is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what @trary to the sinful
nature. They are in conflict with each other, st §ou do not do
what you want. But if you are led by the Spirituyare not under
law.”



