Galatians 5:22  “Fruit of the Spirit - Joy, Peaatience,
Kindness”

You know it’s interesting that the comparison taitfis being used
here as it relates to our walk with Christ, becaseve said last
week we are to be fruit bearers to the world todéegree that the
world can taste and see that the Lord is good.

Remember, this is the fruit of the Spirit, not thét of you or me.
In other words, this spiritual fruit, which is thesult of spiritual
life in Christ, is the product of God working incgthrough us.

Now, granted we are the ones to be demonstratiadrthit
through lives of love and obedience, but we cay dolthis
because of the One who has given us this life insCh

And so, it is not only a great responsibility tolkvan the Spirit but
also a great privilege to have been chosen by Goepresent the
King of kings and Lord of lords as His Spirit indigeus and
empowers us for works of service in His KingdonHis glory.

And so, when we look at the fruit of the Spirisitiot just an
exercise in studying an aspect of God’s word, bu¢al look into
what the Spirit of God is actually accomplishingoumr lives on a
daily basis.

Now, one more thing before we actually begin examginhis fruit.
It must be understood that when we discuss thisdfuhe Spirit
we are often talking about degrees of how thid feubeing
manifest in our lives.

As | said last week, we get all of the fruit of Bpirit, not just
part. We get the entire package and so it's nth@sgh the Holy
Spirit doles out this fruit, little by little, sdvat when we first get
saved we only get 10% of love or mercy or kindreass that by
the time we’re mature Christians we end up witto800%.

Instead, we have all that the Spirit is, and stheis His fruit, and
since He indwells us we have His power and Hislivieg in and
through us. The problem is not that we only hapara of the
fruit, but that we only manifest a part of it besawf choices we
make.

| use the analogy of an orange tree, since mass efther have
fruit trees in our back yards or we know someone dtes who is



always trying to get rid of their oranges or grapifoecause it's
all over the ground.

But, if you've ever noticed, an orange always stgrowing the
same way. It begins with a beautiful aroma of trenge
blossom’s scent permeating the air. And in a neddyishort time
you'll notice that in the middle of that blossomsiginy green ball.

That tiny green ball is the fruit of that orangeetr That tiny green
ball is the actual orange that you'll eventuallgkpand eat. But
what is interesting about that tiny ball is thasiho different in
composition than the mature orange fruit.

It's the same fruit. And in a similar way, the lgabhristian
possesses the same fruit of the Spirit that theimaaZhristian
does. The only difference is that one Christianhestime to
mature as he submits more and more to the wortkeoSpirit,
which is seen as the Spirit’s fruit is made marifedhat
believer's life.

And so, if we want to get past the tiny green bélfruit to the
maturity of the fruit we need to submit to the meag which that
fruit must grow. We need to feed and drink in ththeags of the
Spirit; His word, fellowship of the saints, worshrayer and so
on. And as we pursue the things of the Spiritmlefind that we
will mature and that fruit of the Spirit will be &t and tasty for
the world and each other.

Joy and peace is the fruit of the Spirit and jogt ppace are those
things which most people would love to possesser&’h nothing
more frustrating than being around someone on stanhbasis
who is always bummed out about life, who is alwaggative
about life because they have no joy or peace.

God wants to bring this to His people. He wané&swlorld to
experience His joy and peace working through ug déh't often
think of God being joyous, maybe because we seeas@dme
somber serious and holy God sitting on a throna gieat
responsibilities running His universe.

Well, the fact of the matter is that God is tremmmgly joyous as
this is one of His attributes. Like love it's rjast that God
expresses joy; He is joy.

1CH 16:26-27 “For all the gods of the nationsidags, but the
LORD made the heavens. Splendor and majesty apeebieim;
strength and joy in his dwelling place.”



Now, when we talk about joy and peace in our lwesare not
necessarily talking about being happy all of theeti Joy and
peace can certainly express themselves in happineisthey are
lightyears beyond a mere emotion.

Joy and peace takes knowledge of God and transtaetemto a
sort of resting place, or a safe place where wevkmathing can
shake that relationship with Him. Joy and peaceetstdnds who
God is and rejoices in who God is and what He hasiged for all
who will trust Him, knowing what the final outcomell be.

Imagine being in a school yard where the bulliethefschool
come out and intimidate you and make threats cfaatls against
you. Your first reaction is fright and anxiousneBst what if you
know that the person who is off to the side intenthtching all of
this behind a tree is your friend Mike Tyson.

You know he’s there and you know his power andresidship
for you. And all of sudden a calm comes over yothat anxious
moment, and a joy and a peace of knowing that KeMs for you,
who can be against you?

Well, multiply that by a gazillion. If God is fars who can be
against us? And we begin to realize that we shbealtiving in that
calm and that joy and that peace that only He cawige, because
it’s real.

This is why the Psalmist could write, “Even thodghalk through
the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear nal,gor you are
with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort nfeu prepare a
table before me in the presence of my enemies.aroint my
head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodnesd kxve will
follow me all the days of my life, and | will dweh the house of
the LORD forever.” (PSA 23:4-6)

That's a joyous statement about God. And so, itare
demonstrate the fruit of the Spirit found in joydgmeace in those
times of trouble, imagine how our joy and peac€lmist can
manifest itself in good times as we recognize Hessing in our
lives. This is why we come together to worship ltbed.

We come together to express our joy before a Gaullades us
and desires that we love Him above all. And ourigofpunded in
the fact that we are at peace with our God andtGre#o has
secured this peace for His people.



We have been reconciled back to the Father thrthugkhed blood
of Christ. He is our peace because He is the PohBeace. And
if this is the case then we have a peace whichepasb
understanding, not simply because of a knowledgehatt He has
done for us in taking our sin and paying the deljull, but also
because we now have His Spirit who is peace.

If we want joy and peace in our lives then we simped to
acknowledge that we are already at peace with @art&rough
faith in Christ, and then out of gratitude begireigress that joy as
we thank Him with lives of love and obedience.

But the fruit of the Spirit is also patience, kirds, goodness, and
faithfulness. And again, these are all attribae&od as He
desires to express His holy character throughivies bf His
people.

Patience, as it's used here in our text, and gila=es of the
Scriptures, is really more of a quality expressadard other
people. It's true that we might desire to expessence in
circumstances like driving on US 41 or being pdtierthe line at
the grocery store, but the kind of patience beiegcdbed here is
really more of a long-suffering toward people wiam ¢ry our
patience.

The greatest example of patience or long-suffeisriibat of God
Himself toward people who reject His love. All pdodeserve
God’s wrath and yet in His patience He holds oat the might
seek Him and find His grace and love. This is whatead in
Paul’s letter to the Romans.

ROM 9:22 “What if God, choosing to show his wratid make
his power known, bore with great patience the dbjethis wrath
-prepared for destruction?”

Instead of quickly destroying mankind God demonegéong-
suffering with people and allows them time to camélim. Now,
granted even God’s long suffering will come to ad as we saw
with the great flood of the world as He destroyezhkind, but the
world had many years of patience from God beforeleitroyed
them.

In fact, Paul even uses his own life as an exawmiph®w God is
patient with men. Here Paul was trying to destrbyi€’s church
and the Lord could have quickly taken him out & tay and
sentenced him to eternal damnation, but insteatlaheg was



patient with Paul as he allowed him to live to 8eegrace and
love that would literally arrest him on the roadCtamascus.

1TI 1:16 “But for that very reason | was shown ayeso that in
me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might dyspigs unlimited
patience as an example for those who would bebeveim and
receive eternal life.”

God has infinite patience. Unfortunately we doAnd yet we
possess the Spirit of God who does. Patience adtabhute we
need to demonstrate to other people. The facwtbare
commanded to be patient tells us that people wilbtr patience,
including other believers.

But the way we respond is the way God desires$douespond
which is found in patience. In fact, in that loyepter found in
1Cor.13 it begins by saying, “Love is patient.”"CQ 13:4)

When writing to the church in Ephesus Paul remihdsEphesian
believers that even in their own ranks patienceilshbe practiced
toward each other.

EPH 4:2 “Be completely humble and gentle; be pétieearing
with one another in love.”

Sometimes it’s hard to be patient with people. Aothetimes
people will purposely try our patience, but in gever of the
Spirit we can prevail as people who are patiewashow them
kindness, which is also a fruit of the Spirit. Pmakes this
connection when writing to the Thessalonians.

1TH 5:14 -15 “And we urge you, brothers, warn tha$® are
idle, encourage the timid, help the weak, be patigth everyone.
Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong abuvays try
to be kind to each other and to everyone else.”

Kindness and patience go hand in hand. Kindnessast of
benevolence or a friendliness toward people andlitvork
along-side every other aspect of the fruit of tp&is

In fact, all of this fruit of the Spirit works witthe others to one
degree or another. And so, it's not a matter girga I'll work on
this one area of my life without having that effegery other area.

Patience, kindness, gentleness are all attribuesdut of an
agape love which God has given us in Christ. Alsdaitiove



which, as Paul says, needs to be wrapped aroumdsush a way
as to cover over the old man, the old nature anéf &im out like
a blanket as we love God above all.

COL 3:12-13 “Therefore, as God's chosen peoplky, dred dearly
loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindnkesmjility,
gentleness and patience.Bear with each other agivéowhatever
grievances you may have against one another. Fogegithe Lord
forgave you.”

This is the practical outworking of the fruit oktiSpirit. And it's a
fruit which is meant to be shared with other pedyth inside and
outside of the church.

Goodness, faithfulness and gentleness also aresgiehy side as
this fruit works itself out in our lives. Goodndssan attribute of
God which is also seen working alongside othet fstithe Spirit.

ISA 63:7 1 will tell of the kindnesses of the LORMDe deeds for
which he is to be praised, according to all the IDO#&as done for
us - yes, the many good things he has done fdndhee of Israel,
according to his compassion and many kindnesses.

When Moses asked to see the glory of God it's @stiéng in the
way the Lord responded as He described how thiy géould be
made manifest before Moses.

EXO 33:18-19 “Then Moses said, "Now show me ydoryg"
And the LORD said, "l will cause all my goodnesp#&ss in front
of you, and I will proclaim my name, the LORD, iaur presence.
| will have mercy on whom | will have mercy, andill have
compassion on whom | will have compassion.”

God is a good God, and His goodness is somethingpHstantly
showers us with. But He wants us to take His gossiméhich He
has instilled in us with our new nature in Christigive it away to
the world.

One of the ways the Random House College Dictiodafines
goodness is to say that it is the best part ofrangt And when
we’re talking about the goodness of God or the gesd of God'’s
people found in the fruit of the Spirit we are tatkabout the best
aspects of what it means to love.

Again, we can’t escape the foundation for all a$ fiuit of the
Spirit which is love. Goodness, kindness are pkithat love,
along with gentleness. That picture of Christ drelc¢hildren



wanting to come and sit in His lap and love on Hirindicative of
a gentleness He has toward people.

His gentleness is seen in embracing the childrerkesing them
as He just wanted to be near them and let thenttiedbve He
had for them. And it is this gentleness we all eigree in Christ
as His love reaches out to us and brings us neat.9poke of the
gentleness of Christ.

2CO 10:1 “By the meekness and gentleness of Chagipeal to
you...”

PHI 4:4-5 “Rejoice in the Lord always. | will s@tyagain:
Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. Toel is near.”

Gentleness is not overbearing. It's not tryingdocé your way
upon someone. And even when we share the gosgepeuyple
we want to do it in such a way where they sense &nd
gentleness instead of pounding someone over treewiida the
truth.

1PE 3:15 “Butin your hearts set apart Christ aglLAlways be
prepared to give an answer to everyone who asksoygive the
reason for the hope that you have. But do this géthtleness and
respect...”

Paul gives a sort of overall attitude of gentlenglsen he wrote to
Titus who was instructed to teach his congregatidmow to
demonstrate this fruit of the Spirit in a practioaly.

TIT 3:1-2 “Remind the people to be subject to rail@end
authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do edetis good, to
slander no one, to be peaceable and consideratéo ahow true
humility toward all men.”

The last two fruit of the Spirit mentioned in oext are
faithfulness and self-control. Self-control is adty not an
attribute of God in the sense that He fights agairemd needs to
revert back to an aspect of His character to oweecib.

God is in perfect control and so is His Spirit. Aaslsuch, as we

are indwelt with the Spirit of God we have the @&pilo overcome
that old nature which either wants to lose contrdiake control in
such a way where we don’t consider God’s will.

And so, when we’re out of control, by either segkiur own way
or by anger or by any other outworking of the fleshich is
contrary to God’s word and will, we're not living the Spirit.



In fact, this one aspect of the fruit of the Spieially keeps all the
others in check. If our lives are in control. Ifrdves are
controlled by the Spirit then love, joy, peacejgrate, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, and gentleness will bbeatdrefront of
our lives.

And the reason for this is because we are choasifglow our
Master instead of letting sin and self be the miasiteur lives.
The last aspect of the fruit of the Spirit thatdw to touch on in
our text is faithfulness.

Faithfulness here is not describing faith that wehtutilize as in
trusting Christ for salvation. Faithfulness in oext is that aspect
of God’s character which is seen in His trustwargisis to do what
He says He will do and be who He says He is.

Faithfulness carries out its word without waveririghe first time
we see God’s faithfulness in action toward menhenvHe told
Adam and Eve of His will concerning the fruit theyould not eat.

He essentially told them that if they ate of tmaetHe would be
faithful to carry out His word which said in theydiey eat of that
tree they would die.

And of course, He was true to His word. But on aermositive
note He also told them He would send the seedeoivibman into
this world to redeem them back and give them life.

He was faithful to His word which He reminded di#fat people
throughout history until Christ finally came intoig world to
fulfill that promise of which Paul addresses irsthiery letter.

GAL 4:4 -5 “But when the time had fully come, Gaghs his Son,
born of a woman, born under law,to redeem thoseulagl, that
we might receive the full rights of sons.”

ROM 5:6 “You see, at just the right time, whenwere still
powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.”

1PE 1:20-21 “He was chosen before the creatigheofvorld, but
was revealed in these last times for your sakeoUdgh him you
believe in God, who raised him from the dead awdifggd him,
and so your faith and hope are in God.”

He is a faithful God and we are to be faithful deopho carry out
His will, not just with our lips, but with our liwe Praise God
Christ carried out His faithfulness with actionHes died in our
place.



Faithfulness is to be demonstrated both to God@amaen. When
we give our word we must keep our word. When wevgayave
made Christ both Lord and Savior, then our livesinkeep true to
that choice as we then are faithful to love andyatng Lord.

Faithfulness is an aspect of life that both Chaisdiand the world
can admire. There is nothing more disconcertiag tio trust a
politician who says he’ll deliver the world on aftér and then
have him back away from his promises. Of courseeteenothing
more silly than to trust such a politician.

But if we’re going to put our credibility on thenk then we need to
have the fortitude to bring it to pass with thedkof faithfulness
that shows itself to be true. In the case of shgvaur faithfulness
to God we need to be willing to say yes to Him ando self.

And when we say that we will follow Him to the etién we need
to pursue that promise with a passion as we persévehe end in
the power of the Spirit.

HEB 10:35-37 “So do not throw away your confideritvill be
richly rewarded. You need to persevere so that wierhave
done the will of God, you will receive what he mmemised. For
in just a very little while, "He who is coming witbme and will
not delay.”

We can be faithful to God and others because wadreelt by
the One who is faithful. In fact, in this verseHebrews the writer
shows us how Christ will remain faithful.

He was faithful to come into this world the firshe as He came as
a humble servant and Messiah, whose job was taesecu
salvation at the cross. But He also promised toecback for us.
Let me refresh your memory as Jesus speaks toistiplts.

JOH 14:3 “And if | go and prepare a place for yowjll come
back and take you to be with me that you also neaylere | am.”

Luke records for us this promise which the angelinels these
same disciples of after Jesus ascended back teather.

ACT 1:11 "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do ystand here
looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has tade&m from
you into heaven, will come back in the same way lyave seen
him go into heaven."



This is a promise we can rejoice in and a pronfiaedur Lord
Jesus will be faithful to fulfill. It may be in olife time that He
will come back for us and I, for one, hope so.

It will be a glorious day when we see Jesus fadade as we
receive our glorified bodies as we will then beha presence of
our Lord and Savior for ever more.

1TH 4:16-18 “For the Lord himself will come dowmoi heaven,
with a loud command, with the voice of the archarmgel with the
trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ wikrfirst. After
that, we who are still alive and are left will beught up together
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the Amd so we will
be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage edbbr with
these words.”

We need to be encouraged that the Lord isn’t femisivith His
plan for us. There is much more in store. And belime, as He
was faithful to come the first time you can tak®ithe bank that
He will come again. But until that time we are ®fbund faithful
to Him and each other.

If He were to appear today would He find us faititfaing the
work, using our gifts for each other, walking ire thuit of the
Spirit? His Spirit will enable us and empower Mgy we look to
the One who loves us and will one day come backigor

1TH 5:23-24 “May God himself, the God of peaceacsidy you
through and through. May your whole spirit, soull ody be kept
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Chiiike one who
calls you is faithful and he will do it.”



