Galatians 5:1  “Living in Freedom”

GAL 5:1 “ltis for freedom that Christ has setfree. Stand firm,
then, and do not let yourselves be burdened agamnyoke of
slavery.”

In our study last week Paul made the comparisond®st the
slave woman and the free woman; Hagar, who boredsh and
Sarah, who bore Isaac. And he made the connetizdreach
woman represented a covenant which God made wittkinmz

Hagar represented the covenant which was assoeigtedlount
Sinai where the law was delivered, whereas Samesented the
covenant of grace where the promises of God giwekbraham
were received by faith alone.

One covenant led to slavery, while the other comelea to
freedom. Now this is obviously an overstatemenPhuyl because
he understood that grace was involved in both canen but he
simply makes the point here that the law endedaiipgoabused by
Israel in such a way that they used it as a mehsalwation when
in fact it was never meant to be used in such a Wwathis way it
led to slavery.

But the promise which Abraham received by faithutesl in his
spiritual freedom where he could enjoy fellowshighvthe Lord
and the hope of a future home with God forever.

It is this freedom Paul is driving home for thesgdtians who
have voluntarily put themselves in a position ahgeenslaved all
over again. He reminds them that once they have geen
freedom, why in the world would they place themesltack in
jail?

They don’t belong to the jailer anymore, and tkithie point Paul
raised in verse 31 of chapter four.

GAL 4:31 “Therefore, brothers, we are not childofrthe slave
woman, but of the free woman.”

Now, if we're not children of the slave woman, bfithe free
woman, how should that effect our lives? How sHahls
freedom be viewed by God’s people? And this of seleads to
the issue which Paul raises in our text.



GAL 5:1 “ltis for freedom that Christ has setftee. Stand firm,
then, and do not let yourselves be burdened agaayloke of
slavery.”

This is exactly what Jesus told the Jews of Hiswlay were
bound by the law in such a way that when theirdoee stood
before them they chose the slavery of the law.

JOH 8:31-32 “To the Jews who had believed himygdesaid, "If
you hold to my teaching, you are really my discipldhen you
will know the truth, and the truth will set you &&

Free from what? The deception that Israel's leatiad taught
them all their lives, that if they will be zealoigs the law they will
be viewed by God as righteous and attain theirasiain.

Jesus is clearly saying that they need to be firesa that lie and
embrace the truth which will set them free. Anatofirse that
freedom was found in Himself; He who is the way ttuth and
the life.

Now we don’t want to lose sight of the problem Fawdddressing
here. This is not simply some legalistic approactheir walk with
Christ. This is not the equivalent of what we sethe church-at-
large today, where some Christians put restrictmnsur
freedoms like what kind of clothes we can weanybat types of
foods we can eat.

What Paul is addressing here with the Galatiaegastly what
Peter had to contend with, and in fact addresséseatouncil at
Jerusalem where they put a halt to this idea tieataw could
somehow save someone.

ACT 15:1 “Some men came down from Judea to Antenuth
were teaching the brothers: "Unless you are cirgsgalc according
to the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be saved.

There is no confusion here. Likewise, these JudaineGalatia
were teaching that one could not be saved unlegssihbscribed
to circumcision which was the icon for all of thew of Moses.

In other words, Jesus Christ and His atonemenherross was
not sufficient for our salvation. And by the walyere are religious
groups today who name the name of Christ who té@sh

There are groups like the Roman Catholics, whichys
background, along with the denomination, ChurcRlofist, who
teach that unless you are watered baptized youwtdensaved.



This is a slap in the face to the all-sufficienéyCdirist’'s death on
the cross and His resurrection from the dead fosalvation. It
teaches that we have to do some human work whikiseadure
our eternal future. But what do the Scripturesi@a

EPH 2:8-9 “For it is by grace you have been sattgough faith -
and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of Guat by works, so
that no one can boast.”

The Judaizers wanted to boast in the flesh of thiat@ans. They
wanted to boast that their means of salvation weasggto take
precedence in the lives of those Christians in izalgAnd Paul
simply reminds them that the Judaizers are nongithem
freedom, they are giving them slavery.

“It is for freedom that Christ has set us free ieTJews of Paul’s
day and of Christ’'s day had been burdened withaWefor years
as they were taught it was their salvation. Téiwhy Jesus spoke
the way He did to the Jews.

MAT 11:28 "Come to me, all you who are weary anddened,
and | will give you rest.”

There was no rest in the law. The law only maderagn restless
because there was always the possibility that youldvnot keep
the law perfectly. Jesus was saying that He wastipe the law
could not give. He is the one who encouraged e¥ewto come
to Himself because He would take that burden dt gnd debt
and pay it Himself, thus relieving them of the bamd

This in turn produced freedom. But if we're free need to
understand what we’re free from and what we are irgo. Now,
obviously we are free from the penalty and poweaswfsin. We
are no longer considered guilty because Jesust@lasssatisfied
our debt to the Father. Jesus has put His rightessssto our
account.

But we are also free unto being able to pleas¢.¢iné. Some
have mistakenly thought that once we are free insCthat our
freedom allows us to pursue any path we want wmbunity. This
simply isn’t true. We have not been set free fldmso we can go
back and wallow in sin. Paul points this out to R@mans.

ROM 6:15-18 “What then? Shall we sin because wenat under
law but under grace? By no means!” You have beefreefrom
sin and have become slaves to righteousness.”



Peter makes essentially the same point.

1PE 2:16 “Live as free men, but do not use yoeedom as a
cover-up for evil; live as servants of God.”

What Peter is saying here is that to live as aasgref God in
Christ is the equivalent of living as free men. y¥hthis? Well,
quite simply when we were outside of Christ it wapossible to
be a servant of God who could please Him. Anddason for this
is that when we were outside of Christ we were eegwf God.

ROM 5:10 “For if, when we were God's enemies, vezen
reconciled to him through the death of his Son, Inaweh more,
having been reconciled, shall we be saved throughfé&!”

God’s enemies cannot please Him. God’s enemielsaned to
their guilt and are therefore deserving His wrath.

ROM 1:18-19 “The wrath of God is being revealazhirheaven
against all the godlessness and wickedness of rmersuppress
the truth by their wickedness, since what may b@am”

On the other hand, we who have trusted Christ baea set free
from God'’s wrath and have entered into a peacéioakhip with
our heavenly Father, where we are no longer coreside
condemned and are rather declared to be justifiedist’s
blood.

And it is only in this relationship where we aresas free. In fact,
for the first time in our lives we are actually alb please God; we
are actually able to do something for God wherebytdkes

delight in us as a father takes delight in hiscthiho, for the first
time, calls him daddy.

There is a love there from God and an ability onpart because
of the Holy Spirit who has now taken up residemceur hearts so
that we can do works for God that are seen as gBodr to that
all of our good works were viewed by God as filthgs. Now, in
Christ, they are prized possessions as we give tberar God by
faith.

And this is Paul’s point to the Galatians and diti€tians: “if you

now have the ability to please God as His childvemy would you
revert back to behavior and a belief system whsatheistined to be
destroyed?”

It doesn’t make any sense, any more than once vWega cleaned
up we would go back and wallow in the mud. Paultwdnese



people to practice who they are. They are people avh alive and
free to serve the living God.

And as Peter said by implication if we are not seg\God then, in
one sense, we are not free. Why? Well, becauge &re not
serving God we are serving self. We are considesurselves as
more important than others, and in practice wecarsidering
ourselves as more important than God.

This is why Paul spends as much time as he da#einooks of
Ephesians, Romans and 1Corinthians, discussingiftiseof the
Holy Spirit. He is teaching us that if we are ihr{St then by
definition we have the Spirit who gives each ofjifts to be used
for each other in the body of Christ.

In other words, we have been given gifts by Gobaservants for
God and each other. If we are not using our gifthat capacity
then we are not living in the type of freedom weevdesigned to
live. It doesn’t mean we aren’t saved, it simplgans we are not
using the potential to glorify God with our lives.

And that's why we were saved in the first placesus makes this
clear.

JOH 15:8 “This is to my Father's glory, that ya@abmuch fruit,
showing yourselves to be my disciples.”

It is when we bear the fruit of the Spirit as we tise gifts of the
Spirit that we bring glory to God. In fact, we km¢hat we are to
be imitators of Christ. And it was always Chrigialight to do the
work of the Father so as to bring glory to His nhame

JOH 17:4 “I have brought you glory on earth by pteting the
work you gave me to do.”

Just as the Father has given a work to His SonhwHe
completed, we too, as believers in Christ, haven lgpeen work to
do which is designed to bring glory to our heavdrdgher.

EPH 2:10 “For we are God's workmanship, creatgdhrist Jesus
to do good works, which God prepared in advanceigaio do.”

If we think being a Christian is simply being abbeéhang out in
this world waiting for our Lord to come back ther’ve missed
what it means to be a free Christian. Because Wwhatans to be a
Christian is to be an imitator and follower of Ghnvith the



express purpose of being used by our heavenly Fatlaglvance
His kingdom to His glory.

Again, it's all about Him. And yet, unfortunatelyou would think
it's all about us when you look at some of thetadiies many
Christians take today as they think that Christeammake us
wealthy, or that He came to make our lives troditge.

If this is the case then the apostle Paul waslaréaas a Christian.
His life was anything but trouble free. His life svaot one of
wealth in the human sense. He spent much of histhr life as a
tent maker just to be able to cover the costsvoidias well as to
use whatever he could to help others.

We can get so focused on ourselves in this lifevileaoften view
God and Christ as some sort of Santa Claus whbligated to
make sure we have every creature comfort we thimkleserve.

As I've always said, there is nothing wrong witkeature comforts
and we should praise God for whatever we havewiibtPaul we
should be able to say that we have learned to bigbwith
whatever circumstance we find ourselves. Not cdritea

fatalistic way, but content to know that God is ay& with us and
will never forsake us, and that He will give us gtieength we need
to go forward so we can glorify Him with our livas did Paul.

This is what it means to be free. In other words,ane not going
to be negatively influenced by the trials of thisrld because we
know who our God is and what His promises are giggrour
eternal destiny.

Now, of course this is the ideal. The reality iattbur flesh is weak
and prone to wander. But unless we pursue ouddman Christ
we will always allow the flesh to take precedente. will always
think that we are the center of our universe irdst#arealizing that
Christ is to be the center of our lives.

If we are free to live as freemen in Christ thewaiuld make all
the sense in the world to pursue the means ofreaddbm. And of
course the means of our freedom is always fouradgdarson, not
simply in a set of truths, as important as that is.

What | mean by this is that if we relegate our €tnin walk with
only following a set of rules then we’ve taken personal aspect
of our relationship with God out of the picture.



I've often used the analogy of a marriage relatigmsNone of us
who are married, or who have been married wakeexpto our
mates and go down a list of things we should oukirot do that
day for them.

We don’t wake up and say, my list tells me thaatotim not
going to commit adultery. Or today, I'm going toyda my mate |
love you 10 times and give my mate three kissed@mdhugs.
And if | fail to do these things then | will markfevhat I've done
or didn’t do and attempt to make it up the next.day

That's not a healthy relationship. That's a jobnd&hat’s
sometimes where our relationship with God ends\We. feel as
though unless we have a list of do’s and don’tseedly aren’t
being faithful to God. That’s not freedom, thdiendage. And
that is not why we’ve been called to be part of Gdamily.

Now, this doesn’t mean we don’t obey God, and @it mean
we don’t have the law written on our hearts, big i all done out
of a love for our Lord, not because we are undermdsion. And
what the Judaizers were doing in Galatia was rélegéhe
Christians there to a life of compulsion.

They were forcing the Christians to view their tigbusness as
dependent on their ability to perform accordingh® law instead
of understanding that their lives are to be livedaading to the
Spirit.

And what that means is to live according to thd fithe Spirit of
God. And we know what that is. Sometimes we getdiea that
living according to the Spirit is some mysticaheeal feeling we
get when we’re close to the Lord and moving ingberer of the
Spirit.

The fact is that to live in the Spirit is to livg the means the Spirit
has provided. What are they? Well, the firstghmthat the Spirit
has given us the word of God. In other words,Speit of God

has revealed God to us through the written worthabwe can
know the mind and will of God.

2T1 3:16-17 “All Scripture is God-breathed andigeful for
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in tegfusness, so that
the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for egexd

work.”

2PE 1:20-21 “Above all, you must understand tleaprophecy of
Scripture came about by the prophet's own inteaicet. For



prophecy never had its origin in the will of manf men spoke
from God as they were carried along by the HolyiSpi

ACT 1:16 "Brothers, the Scripture had to be fldfi which the
Holy Spirit spoke long ago through the mouth of [@dasoncerning
Judas, who served as guide for those who arressec J

It is the Spirit of God who has inspired the wofds@d. But to
live according to the Spirit of God also involveginhg the word of
God and being doers of it as we seek the strengithvthe Lord
supplies and this is where faith and trust come in.

As we obey our Lord, because of a love for Him, $ipait will use
us and reveal to us what His desires for us arerdicty to His
word. And as we are sensitive to the leading ofSpgit according
to His word the Spirit will illumine our hearts anands and lead
us into all truth.

It doesn’t mean that there isn’t a mystical asp@the work of the
Spirit in our lives, after all He is God and Spaitd He does touch
our spirits, but there needs to be that balanceetlyeve don’t go
to one extreme or the other.

Some Christians go in the direction of truth withthe seeking of
the supernatural involvement of the Spirit of Godheir lives,
whereas other Christians go so far towards thersapgal that
they in practice exclude the written word and depemly on
feelings or promptings they think they're gettimgrh God.

The danger there is that often they don’t tess{higts as they
depend only on those feelings instead of compahag feelings
with the written word of God which the Spirit gavs.

In either case, if we are not worshiping and seyvire Lord in
Spirit and in truth we have a tendency to hamstomgwalk with
Christ and we short circuit the freedom we areaweehin Christ
and we relegate our experience on something dtkerthat which
is according to the will of God thus taking us frér@edom to a
sort of bondage.

And this is why Paul points out that it was forddem that Christ
set us free. To introduce any of the world’s appho@ walking
with Christ, or to introduce the law as a meansat¥ation or even
sanctification is to exclude the will of God.



And therefore Paul adds in verse one: “Stand fihan, and do
not let yourselves be burdened again by a yokéawésy.”

In the Galatians’ case this has to do with stanéinng by faith on
the promises of God found in Christ who is our onbgy of
salvation. To do anything less is to add a busdeith is not light
nor easy. It detracts from the freedom Christ gavand it actually
gets in the way of our ability to grow in Christ.

The law is a yoke of slavery whereas Christ is leeywho sets us
free. If we don’t stand firm on Christ and His wpifdve become
wishy washy in our approach to God then we wilbh®vn here
and there by every wind of doctrine and instealdedfig on a firm
foundation we will be on sinking sand.

It's not easy standing firm today. It's not easkihg a no-
compromise attitude when the world and even segrarthe
church-at-large want us to be more concerned wittvard
appearances rather than substance.

It is for freedom that Christ has set us free,thatlast thing we
want is to make freedom in Christ some sort of phggace where
we go through the motions and call that being friéeedom in
Christ is being enslaved to the Lord of glory talsan extent that
our commitment to Him is unquestioned; our dependerpon
Him is total subjection in love.

Being free in Christ is being free to serve anceléiim with our
lives in the power of the Spirit. We are free tg sa to sin and yes
to righteousness. Why? Because we have been givew aature
in Christ; a nature which is the result of life,r8kis life who has
made us alive.

The law cannot give life, nor can it contribute #miyg to our
sanctification, or to our ability to become moieeliChrist.

ROM 1:17 “For in the gospel a righteousness frood &
revealed, a righteousness that is by faith frost fw last, just as it
is written: "The righteous will live by faith."

Whether it's our eternal destiny or our daily walk must live by
faith in the God who has given us life in Chrigind as we
consider the life we have we always ought to sedlee from the
death we came out of.

ROM 6:11-14 “In the same way, count yourselvesideasin but
alive to God in Christ Jesus. Therefore do nosiletreign in your



mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. Doaoffer the parts
of your body to sin, as instruments of wickednéss rather offer
yourselves to God, as those who have been broughtdeath to
life; and offer the parts of your body to him astmments of
righteousness. For sin shall not be your masesralse you are
not under law, but under grace.”



