Galatians 4:12-16 “Truth in Action”

GAL 4:12-16 “I plead with you, brothers, becomeelime, for |
became like you. You have done me no wrong. Askymw, it
was because of an illness that | first preachedtispel to you.
Even though my illness was a trial to you, you mid treat me
with contempt or scorn. Instead, you welcomed mi¢ lagere an
angel of God, as if | were Christ Jesus himselhat\has
happened to all your joy? | can testify that, itiyaould have done
so, you would have torn out your eyes and givemtteme.

Have | now become your enemy by telling you théhtPli

In this section of our text Paul appeals to the paationship he
had with the Galatians and reminds them of how niecfirst
loved them and how that love has not changed, tihtugjr
attitude and perspective on Christ’s redemptivekvas changed
to the degree that they have been bewitched bfatbe teachings
of the Judaizers’ false gospel.

Like a father might appeal to a wayward son Pauleagast the
mere facts of the case to the tenderness and csiapd® has for
these people. He only wants their good. And werblesze this as
Paul now goes back in time to remind them of thmitual love for
each other, and how he wants this restored ardwnttuth of who
Christ is and what He did on their behalf.

GAL 4:12 “I plead with you, brothers, become like, for |
became like you. You have done me no wrong.”

Paul begins with a plea, or as some of your tréiosia put it, | beg
of you, or | urge you. You get the feeling thatiPaas reached the
end in terms of trying to reason with them. Butises this plea to
get their attention and to take them back to a tmehich they
were receptive to both Paul and the message of iebeought
them in Christ.

Verse 12 *“..... Become like me, for | became jlou. You have
done me no wrong.”

Commentators are not sure exactly what Paul meattgs
phrase, but there does seem to be a general cosgbas he is
meeting them on neutral ground. He’s extendindpémt a hand of
friendship in light of his previous rebuke, andttha has no ill
feelings toward them or a secret desire to entramt



His intentions are honorable and he desires tlegtraspond in
kind. R.Alan Cole in his commentary on Galatiaagssof this
passage, it “literally means, ‘Be like me, as | (bave become)
like you.” The NEB is probably right in turning iPut yourselves
in my place ..... for I have put myself in yours.’

Cole concedes that Paul may simply mean, ‘Be akfaad loving
with me as | have always been with you.’” Either wais clearly a
personal appeal to the Galatians to resume theifrieindly
relations with Paul which have apparently beenurgat by the
work of the Judaizers.”

And this is the way the enemy has always workedgddiand
conquer. The Judaizers, who are certainly infledrzy the
enemy, are trying to influence the Galatians iectng the
teachings of Paul on the subjects of justificatdonl sanctification.
They are trying to put Paul in a bad light, paiacly as it relates
to the law, probably accusing him of denying anpamance of
the law.

Of course that isn't the case as Paul has alreanhygul out. He
understands the importance of the law leading @hiast. But
when it comes to adding the law to the gospel means of
attaining righteousness, the word of God is cledhen becomes a
different gospel, which is no gospel at all.

But the enemy has always used this tactic of tryingonfuse the
truth among God’s people. In fact, the most ctasase of this is
found back in Genesis where Satan tried, and waesaful, in
pitting God’s word against his own; in bringing ¢asion
regarding the promises of God and the desires astte® of Adam
and Eve.

GEN 3:2-3 The woman said to the serpent, "We nadyrait

from the trees in the garden, but God did say, 'Moist not eat
fruit from the tree that is in the middle of thed@n, and you must
not touch it, or you will die.™

That'’s the truth which Eve obviously understoode &tso
reasoned the consequences of eating the fruit. Widwie.”

But here is where the desire of Eve becomes appanein
evidently only needed a nudge over the abyss. adanShen says,
"You will not surely die," the serpent said to theman. "For God
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will berog and you
will be like God, knowing good and evil." (GEN 35}



Satan held out the hope that there would be a &eresult from
disobeying God, or worse that God was simply wrionipe first
place and that to deny yourself would withhold stimmg good
from you.

In a similar way, these Judaizers were playing tite of Satan in
this case where they were saying that what Pautsatardeny you,
the observance of the law, is in fact the veryghimat will set you
free; the very thing which will help you soar inwdoliness and
relationship with the living God.

Now, | don’t mean to suggest that the Judaizerebed that what
they were doing and saying was an outright liee Batan did with
Eve. They too, were deceived in believing thatl#ve could and
should be used to contribute to our righteousriggtsthat doesn’t
change the outcome.

And for us today to use the excuse that we wereided in
believing any bad teachings which ultimately alwesgult in bad
behavior, is to misunderstand our responsibilitgttaly God’s
word individually so that we might be built up aaguipped to be
servants of our God, who are not lead astray byyewvand of
doctrine that comes down the pike.

More leaders in the church-at-large need to stgnidiuthe truth
and confront some of these bad teachings whicbeirey
propagated in the name of fresh a move of the tSpidur day.

The only fresh move of the Spirit of God todayhe same move
of the Spirit in Paul's day. The Spirit who insplrtne word of

God is the same Spirit who commands us to use Hid o know
God's will as it relates to salvation and our hea found in Christ
as Lord and Savior.

And if Christians would be willing to stay with theord as we
study the whole counsel of God’s word, not juskig and
choosing passages which promote their pet doctrtheg would
be so much further down the road in their walk v@thrist.

But instead we have Christians today who are lapkon their
next spiritual fix as they travel from one camp tregor revival
to the next hoping the Holy Spirit will somehow rmvate them to
pursue the things of God, as though the only realifastation of
holiness is some euphoric feeling they think theyutd have.

Now, I'm not against wonderful feelings as theytelto my
relationship with my Lord and Savior, but they aot the measure



of our status with God, or the measure by whichhirgk we are
close with the Lord in our walk. Some of David'eshintimate
and meaningful times with the Lord is when he watha lowest
points of his life.

PSA 59:1-2;16-17 “Deliver me from my enemies, Gd3arotect
me from those who rise up against me.Deliver mefewildoers
and save me from bloodthirsty men. But | will sofgyour
strength, in the morning | will sing of your lovier you are my
fortress, my refuge in times of trouble. O my Sgtén | sing praise
to you; you, O God, are my fortress, my loving God.

David’s ability to praise God was not dependenhion being on
some mountain top experience, but rather his kndygdeand trust
in the God who was truly his deliverer.

In the Galatians’ case they were running on puretiem as the
Judaizers were stirring them up and it has nowctdtetheir
relationship with both Paul and God, and Paul sym@nts them
to step back from the turmoil and get on the comigraund of
God’s word and reciprocate the respect Paul hathéon.

He wants them to know that he has no ill feeliraysard them, he
only wants to solve this problem, which is whatieans when he
says at the end of verse 12, ‘you have done merangy In other
words, whatever you have done in rejecting thdtram not
taking it personally.

And this is the mark of a spiritual leader who gah past the hurts
and think clearly as the Spirit gives him wisdond &nowledge. In
fact, this is similar to the way Paul approached@orinthians
who had a problem adhering to the truth of God'sdyavhere
Paul also had to rebuke them for their disobedience

2C0O 6:11-13 “We have spoken freely to you, Coiantk, and
opened wide our hearts to you. We are not withhgldur
affection from you, but you are withholding yoursrh us. As a
fair exchange - | speak as to my children -operewour hearts
also.”

Paul wants the Galatians to open wide their héartém and the
message he brings them from God. He wants theetaorto the
love they once had for him and the way in whichyttesponded to
the truth he brought them.

GAL 4:13-14 “As you know, it was because of anelis that |
first preached the gospel to you. Even thoughlingds was a



trial to you, you did not treat me with contemptsoorn. Instead,
you welcomed me as if | were an angel of God, &sviére Christ
Jesus himself.”

Paul takes them back to the first time they mettd#es them back
to a time in which their love for him was real aqparent as they
treated him with affection. And notice, too, theeomstances
under which they came to know each other.

Evidently, Paul had become sick during his jouraegl ended up
staying in Galatia. And yet, even in his sicknessitanaged to
continue to do the work of an evangelist as he ginbthe gospel
to these pagan Gentiles.

By the way, this does raise an interesting dilemihae touched
on this before but it's worth noting again. Howtithat the
apostle to the Gentiles who was most certainly a after God’s
own heart, a man who was doing the work of the Lardli a man
who certainly had all of the gifts of the Spirihgether with a full
measure of faith, find himself sick?

If we believe many of our Pentecostal brethrenChastian
should be getting sick unless of course they hallerfinto some
sort of sin or they have a lack of faith that Gad deal them. And
yet, here is Paul, with a physical infirmity of sersort which,
according to verse 14, was a trial to these Galatia

In other words, this was no mere head cold. Wileatthis illness
was it was debilitating for Paul to some degrebe fuestion has
to be raised then, how is it possible for Pauldasitk like this if
he is God’s man and servant?

The answer is quite simple. God is sovereign. Godand does
use whatever means He deems necessary to accomddighll
even if it means allowing Paul to become sick st ke might
minister to these Galatians.

And so, it wasn’'t because there was some sin ifidiga, or that
he didn’t have enough faith to get over this ilsil@swas simply
because God decided to use this particular meaPauifis life.
We see this same thing being taught by Jesus assHacted His
disciples.

JOH 9:1-3 “As he went along, he saw a man blindhfbirth. His
disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this mahi® parents,



that he was born blind?" "Neither this man norgasents sinned,”
said Jesus, "but this happened so that the woBoadf might be
displayed in his life.”

For us to assume that sickness is the result ofichehl sin or lack
of faith is not to understand that God has thequative to work in
any way which will accomplish His will to His glory

In any event Paul ended up in Galatia because teigoand is
recuperating in Galatia. In the midst of his illaée is still
carrying on the ministry he was given by God. Alnellove he
showed these people was such that they respondaithitio his
message of hope found in Christ.

Now, we're told that this particular illness watrial in the lives of
these Galatians. The Greek word for trial in ot t®uld also be
translated test. And so the inference is that Gasl using this
illness in Paul’s life to not only bring the gospelthese Galatians,
but to also use it to test and strengthen thee fov Paul and
others, and most importantly for God Himself.

And evidently they passed the test. Paul saysy tid not treat
me with contempt or scorn. Instead, you welcomedmié | were
an angel of God, as if | were Christ Jesus himself.

I've contended that part of the trial these Gafetiandured was to
see Paul having to suffer while the ministry of IRaas active and
working in their midst, as God was continuing te bém, and |
think verse 14 alludes to that when he makes meatiche way
they treated him.

They treated him with great respect and awe agithbe were an
angel of God, or Jesus Christ Himself. Now, Pa@siht mean to
suggest that they believed he was an actual angeabhe was the
actual Christ in their midst, but that they savhim the
embodiment of who Christ is and the power he peeses the
Spirit that they couldn’t help but honor him angédim as they
gave glory to God.

| tend to believe that God was continuing to hesdpde through
Paul in Galatia, and that quite possibly the Loaswvorking
miraculously through Paul in their midst. As tlsaw Paul labor
among them in the midst of his illness I'm suret pértheir test
was to have to accept the fact that though he nhgak others, he
couldn’t heal himself and yet he never stoppednigthem.



Now this is conjecture on my part, but we know t#s&an apostle
the Lord did work miracles and wonders through ramg so we
can assume to some degree that He continued tusdarhong the
Gentiles.

In fact, we know this to be the case as both PadiiBarnabas
were used by God in this region of Galatia. On oceasion as
they were passing through Iconium, which is inrégion of
Southern Galatia, we have this recorded for us.

ACT 14:1-2 “At Iconium Paul and Barnabas went sgal into the
Jewish synagogue. There they spoke so effectiheallya great
number of Jews and Gentiles believed. But the Jdwsrefused
to believe stirred up the Gentiles and poisonedt thends against
the brothers. So Paul and Barnabas spent consideiale there,
speaking boldly for the Lord, who confirmed the sage of his
grace by enabling them to do miraculous signs amaders.”

Imagine Paul being used by God in this capacityyatdvhen the
Galatians pleaded to God on his behalf to be hemlddhey didn’t
see it, it must have caused them to wonder whynukt have
pained them to see Paul suffer when they were lidessed. And
I’'m sure Paul assured them that God was in coatrdlthat this
test was for them and him, and not to lose heatrt.

And evidently they didn’t as they now had to miarsto Paul with
the means available in those days for trying t@ @irtreat certain
illnesses. God didn’t forget Paul and now Paul retaithese
Galatians of the way they loved him and he’s woimdewhere
that love went.

GAL 4:15-16 “What has happened to all your joy2ih testify
that, if you could have done so, you would have tmrt your eyes
and given them to me. Have | now become your enayniglling
you the truth?”

We need to be careful here not to arrive at thelogion that
Paul’s illness had to do with his eyesight. Itiddoave, but this
expression in those days is not unlike the expvesse use today
when we might say, ‘I'd give my right arm for you.’

We don’t mean that the person we’re ministeringde tennis
elbow or arthritis in their arm joints. We meaattiwve’d do
anything to help them. And this is what Paul mdaare.

But the bigger point he is trying to make is tosttbe contrast
that at one time they would have done anythindfior and yet



now, instead of loving Paul as an angel sent frad,@&r Christ
Himself, they are perceived as treating Paul asnamy.

What happened to their joy Paul asks? What hagpentheir
trust that what Paul had shared with them from Geard was
true? What happened to their love for Paul who peasing out
his life for them?

The truth that Paul shared with them when he wiggnatly with
them is the same truth he is now sharing with thsnt pertains to
Christ and their salvation. And yet, now they d@gem as
willing to accept it.

What has changed? Well, one thing that has chaisgedt Paul is
no longer with them in Galatia and the Judaizeesattempting to
change their minds with their false teaching.

But | believe there is another reason. I've oftemdered over the
years what it is that causes people to flip flége lihis. I've known
people who have been so excited about this mingstdyso excited
about the approach to teaching the word of God ahaf a
sudden do a 180 turn. And yet, the teaching hasi@hged. The
goal of this ministry hasn’t changed.

| believe part of the reason has to do with pensaee under trial.
It's easy to be a Christian when everything is gaar way. It's
easy to be excited when all is apparently succkasfiieveryone
else is excited. And I'm sure there was a great dkexcitement
when Paul was with the Galatians as the Spiritwgasg Paul in
miraculous and wondrous ways as people were bewegs

But now Paul is gone and what has taken his pdestructive as
the Judaizers move in to fill a void. But we casiame Paul for
leaving because God moved him on. So, what shbeld
Galatians have done?

Well, they certainly knew the truth as Paul hadytaut. But what
I have found, and I'm sure what happened in patti¢cGalatians,
is that they were not putting the truth into preetas they
persevered under trial without the aid of Pauhigit midst. They
were now forced to trust God alone with the trimdythad.

If people will not trust God and His truth then ttfeances of them
following through with God'’s truth are nil. And oawe stop
practicing the truth as we trust God we are mucherpoone to
error as were the Galatians.



This is precisely what James tells us.

JAM 1:22 “Do not merely listen to the word, anddsxeive
yourselves. Do what it says.”

| believe the Galatians, and in great part, manygsfians today,
have not heeded God’s word at this point. Lot€lofistians are
learning God’s word in the world today. And the ogpnity for

gaining knowledge of God’s word has never beentgrea

I mean look at all the tools we have at our dispd®aoks on the
bible, commentaries galore, teaching tapes, bithleas and
seminaries, the Internet, radio and televisionehmit’'s
unbelievable the amount of information there istbete to learn
about the word of God.

But that's different from doing what it says. Ansl dames points
out under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit if vaee only hearing
the word and not doing what it says we deceiveaiues.

The Greek word for deceive means to reckon wronggaant,
along with being deceived. In other words, ourrapph to the
Christian life has been hamstrung and in fact bexsoandelusion
because we are operating under false pretense.

We seem to know the truth, but until we put thatttrinto practice
in the power of the Spirit we have a religion wharnthe surface
looks correct, but we deny the power; the powdivioit.

The power comes from trusting God as we do whadésires.
But if we won’t do what He desires then little liglé we get
further and further from the will of God and thearneof God. And
our love for Him grows cold and eventually our Idee one
another grows cold.

It's the doing, not just hearing that Paul is conee with in
Galatia. They've already heard the truth. But bydmng what
they heard they are open to be deceived with aagesshich
denies Christ as being all sufficient.

And once Christ is no longer all sufficient then are left with
ourselves as solving our problems, be that howreesaved or
how we grow in our faith.

The Galatians gravitated toward the Judaizers Isectiney lost
hope in a simple message of faith. They lost hagbe one who
gave them life. This doesn’t mean they lost tealwation only
that they lost their way on the original path thegre on.



Paul is trying to get them back on that path byimgl them to see
what they once used to practice their faith as thested God.
Instead, now they are leaning on men for understgnah
particular these Jews who have come along-side thigma
message that tickles their ears.

Paul was not their enemy. But they had become dedeis they
had forgotten the truth once delivered to them &yl Pand had not
put that truth into everyday practice. They putdrita shelf until
which time they felt they needed it. The facthsyt, and us, need
it everyday. And we need to put it into practiveryday.

We cannot afford to become complacent. The ensrouti there

roaring like a lion looking for someone to devoénd in a sense
he has eaten the Galatian’s lunch, and is now fhgptar the main
course, their ability to love and serve God.

Because if he can deceive God’s people he canmbsi@hrist
with the very people our Lord came to die for. Ahdt is Satan’s
delight. Let’s not allow him to eat our lunch aryéhing else of
ours which Christ has given us.

May we trust the Lord and be doers of His wordchia power of
His Spirit, as we know that if we would just contento love Him
above all, no matter what is happening around esywH work all
things out to our good and His glory.

Let’s be found faithful and not allow the Judaizefshis world,
who have their own enticing message, to influercewot walk
after the ways of our great God and Savior, Je$usiC

PHI 4:8-9 “Finally, brothers, whatever is true,atéver is noble,
whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever \&lp, whatever is
admirable - if anything is excellent or praisewgrithink about
such things. Whatever you have learned or recavdrbard from
me, Or seen in me - put it into practice. And thedl®f peace will
be with you.”



