Galatians 3:3-5 “The Experience of a Living Faith

GAL 3:3-5 “Are you so foolish? After beginning Withe Spirit,
are you now trying to attain your goal by humarod# Have you
suffered so much for nothing - if it really was foothing? Does
God give you his Spirit and work miracles among peagause you
observe the law, or because you believe what yaud?é

Last week Paul set the stage for his argumentliese believers
in Galatia had taken what was spiritual and wem making it
into something considerably less than spiritual.

We're talking about eternal life which can onlydigained
through the Spirit of God. We're talking about walkin this
spiritual life which can only be accomplished thghuhe Spirit of
God. The problem Paul was dealing with was notaustinch of
professing believers who decided they wanted tanpte salvation
through fleshly means, but what that message ca@uvalpout the
God who gave them life.

Remember, ultimately this life and the life to coim¢o promote
the glory of God. Whenever we try to go forwartbtigh any
means other than through His Spirit we rob our Lafrtlis glory
to the extent that people around us see this savas something
we accomplish through our own means.

God has graciously intervened by rescuing us frarsalves as He
promised to send a Savior through the seed of aampmay back
in the Garden of Eden, after Adam and Eve sinneihagthe

Lord. He fulfilled that promise when He sent HenSJesus
Christ, into the world to die in our place as Helk@ur penalty for
sin.

For us to step in and begin altering this mességeate, either by
adding to or taking away from the message, or\igdiout this
hope in anything less than grace, is to communicetiee world
that God didn’t get it right and we have to stepaima help Him
out.

This was abhorrent to Paul who was a recipientigfgrace and
who understood that anything less than givingredidlory to God
is to create the illusion that the flesh can predsemething
spiritual, when in fact the only thing that sinfldsh can produce
is death.



That's like saying that a rock can somehow tramsfiiself into a
bird, which is precisely what evolution teaches sliggest that
non-living matter can will itself into some sortldé form is
nothing short of science fiction. And yet, there scientists, who
are otherwise pretty smart people, who blindlydwdithis tall tale
of evolution.

And in a similar manner, there are people who claifkknow Jesus
Christ, who create an atmosphere where their ffeshproach to
eternal life and godliness is seen as somethiibg temulated.

And whether they realize it or not they then ture living word of
God into Grimm’s Fairy tales as they twist thetiranhd turn the
word of God into some distorted work of fiction.

If we are to live this life of the Spirit, then weust walk in the
Spirit according to the word inspired by the Spitihd Paul is
going to demonstrate how this word of the Spirines into play if
we are to understand what the Spirit of God expeaicksis people.

And this is why Paul asks the question in verse two

GAL 3:2 “l would like to learn just one thing frogou: Did you
receive the Spirit by observing the law, or by &eéing what you
heard?”

What they heard was the word of God as Paul haedlhe
message of hope and life through Jesus Christhnaigh
anything to do with the law.

And so, the stage is set. The law, as a meansaifiag eternal
life is of the flesh. Believing what God has orgad regarding our
salvation is of the Spirit. And so, the questioiat ybu receive this
life through the flesh, through the law, or did yegeive it
through the Spirit, through what you believed frGod?

GAL 3:3 “Are you so foolish? After beginning withe Spirit, are
you now trying to attain your goal by human effort?

Paul begins verse three the same way he beginsechihpee as he
addresses these Christians as foolish. And by #y whenever a
phrase like this is repeated in the same contexiniteant to show
that this is a very serious matter that deservels sepetition. It
adds weight to the argument that this is sometthiagneeds to be
changed.

The word foolish in verse three is the exact samelwsed in
verse one, and it could also be translated, no¢rstahding, or



unwise. As | said last week, it doesn’t mean teye stupid, or
lacked the intelligence to understand these spirttuths. It
means, they had opted for a lie, becoming sidetidels they
entertained false teachings.

That's why Paul asked the question in verse onap“has
bewitched you?” In other words, who has fooled wath their
craftiness and their smooth talk into believingtif@sehoods?

But in verse three Paul raises another questiontwikidesigned to
get them thinking correctly.

GAL 3:3 *“.... After beginning with the Spirit, ag@u now trying
to attain your goal by human effort?”

After beginning with the Spirit. Eternal life daesbegin unless it
begins with the Spirit. There are more religiam$his world than
we could conceive and they all begin with the fleSlhey all
depend on what we can do to attain eternal lifeeyTall have a set
of rules and a set of standards by which the fatiowan earn his
way to perfection.

The sad reality is that nothing they do will alltvem to begin on
this path of eternal life, because the path theyirés the same old
path they’'ve been on since the fall of man. ThHe seems to be,
“all roads lead to God.” The problem is that theyleft God out
of the equation who makes it clear that there g one path that
leads to Him and it is a path which begins with Sparit who
points us to Christ.

The Christians in Galatia were trying to merge Sipérit with the
flesh. That's like trying to mix oil with water. By simply don’t
mix. And yet, like that small child who is insistehat they have
the answer to the problem, they continue to try punh that
square peg into a round hole and claim it's thhtrgplution.

Paul will shock them back to reality as he poihen to the only
solution; “are you now trying to attain your gol luman effort?”

He assumes they've begun by the Spirit, since tldyhemselves
Christians. But, as is the case with so many gewplo claim to
be Christian, the question needs to be raised, areagyou doing
with the Spirit in going forward in your walk wit@hrist?

The NIV says, “are you now trying to attain yourlagby human
effort?” This is not the best translation. The NABES it this way:
“"are you now being perfected by the flesh.”



The idea here is, are you being completed in thietSp the sense
that you're being conformed into the image of Chiby
approaching this spiritual life in the flesh?

We might look at it this way. Imagine going to lashool for
some four years and taking your bar test and pgs¥iou begin
your career with this brand new start. But, insteadontinuing
your career with what you've been taught in thiardoy,
according to the laws of this country, you decida’ye going to
practice law in Zimbabwe, Africa.

How in the world can you practice law in Zimbabweemn their
laws are nothing like ours? It's an entirely diéfat system.
They’re not compatible. And until you spend thedilaarning
their laws you're simply trying to attain your goaith the wrong
foundation. It will never happen.

Paul is saying to these Galatians that their fotiadas spiritual.
How then can you build on that unless your apprdaacalvation
is spiritual? The answer is you can’t. Our godll mot be
obtained because we’re on the wrong playing field.

Can you imagine going home this afternoon and fgyon the
football game, expecting to see the high levelavhpetition of the
NFL, only to discover that the two teams who comeanto the
field are dressed out in hockey uniforms and sRates

As interesting as that might be, there’s no way gau expect to
watch a football game, or for that matter a hoakame. They're
on the wrong field with the wrong equipment. Thengawill never
start. It will never get off square one.

This is what Paul is telling the Galatians. If yreugoing to
approach your life in Christ by coming out on themg field in

the wrong equipment, you might as well call the gdracause all
of your efforts will never accomplish what this miatvas intended
to be.

Now the question needs to be raised, what doesnrean by the
flesh? The NIV uses the phrase human effort ingptdche word
flesh. And the reason this is not the best traioslas because it
“makes the reader think the issue is one of ef{od,, merit
seeking), versus non-effort (i.e., faith.)” (St&tKnight)

The reality is that there is effort, there is aplagation of what you
know to be true. But the effort, or the applicatiaeither a



system which is based on man’s approach to Go@pdis
approach to God.

There’s a tendency for Christians to believe thmateowve’ve been
saved by grace that we no longer need to be coedevith what
we do with this new life. And so, there’s the dangf doing
nothing with it since we're going to heaven anyway.

Paul is not suggesting that there is no effort enparts when it
comes to faith, or that simply because we haveéthet of God
that there is no effort since the Spirit will soroehdo it for us.

| can’t tell you how many times over the years Ihad people tell
me that they can’t live some aspect of the Chndliifa because
they don’t feel compelled by the Spirit to walktire Spirit. In
other words, they didn’t have some sort of spititéeeling” to
accompany what they know to be true.

Years ago | had a young woman tell me that shehamasg a real
problem resisting the urge to steal. She knew V@wat's word
had to say about stealing, but it seemed that wiezrshe went
into a store she couldn’t help herself to pick amsthing and put
it into her purse.

Now, there are people today who would call thatdisease of
kleptomania. In fact, this girl had convinced le#frthat she had
this disease and could therefore not help henselffake
responsibility to stop this behavior. She wante/er to have the
Spirit of God give her the desire to stop this hwtra

My counsel to her was quite simple. Though | wataoaly

willing to pray for her, she didn’'t need prayeresimply needed
to stop stealing. And | told her that. But she Veaking for a
“move of the Spirit” to move her to right behaviddut as | told
her she already had the Spirit, and needed orgyhmit to what
the Spirit has already told her. You shall notIstéad if you have
the Spirit that law is not some commandment onestbshould be
a law written on the heart.

In this case she needed to put forth the effoetajbplication of
what the Spirit already told her in the word of Gadd gave her
the power to accomplish. She didn’'t need a spirtho# of
lightning from heaven to motivate her to walk i tBpirit.



Instead she was walking in the flesh whose desiggs only to
please self. She didn’t have a disease probleenhai an
obedience problem and “a lack of love for the néggvChrist gave
her” problem. And so, we should never think tietre isn’'t effort
on our parts when it comes to walking in the Spirftis is why the
NIV tries to make the distinction of “human” effa$ opposed to
the Spirit.

But flesh is really the better translation becath®eigh it may
certainly mean the soft body parts we associate thi¢ flesh, the
intention is that it pertains to what motivatesttiesh or body.

What is the system of thought that accompaniefi¢sbly man or
woman? Well, the answer is always self or whatalenumber
one in one form or another. It doesn’t take intocamt that there is
a spiritual answer to our problems because we alae them or at
least find a fleshly approach to our problems with@od.

But the natural man, or the fleshly man is realgnitified by the
power that rules him and how that power motivaiasih this life.
Paul identifies this when writing to the Romans.

ROM 6:19-23 “| put this in human terms because gmiweak in
your natural selves. Just as you used to offep#nts of your body
in slavery to impurity and to ever-increasing widkess, so now
offer them in slavery to righteousness leadingdiiness. When
you were slaves to sin, you were free from the roboff
righteousness. But now that you have been sefriveesin and
have become slaves to God, the benefit you reas keaholiness,
and the result is eternal life. For the wagedmfsdeath, but the
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our ddr

Paul makes the distinction of flesh and spirit lgy tact that we
have left one master who controlled us in sin, asyaw embrace a
new master by faith in Christ, who desires to emgrous to His
glory. The problem is all believers now have tvatunes: a new
nature in Christ which desires to live for Him, ahé existing sin
nature, the natural man, who wants to continue dawath of self.

Unbelievers only have the one nature, the sin matlihey don’t
struggle with the new nature, the nature of lifecduse they're
still dead in their trespasses and sins. But yallalo struggle
with this dual nature as did Paul.

ROM 7:21 -25 “So | find this law at work: When | mtato do
good, evil is right there with me. For in my inreing | delight in



God's law; but | see another law at work in theners of my
body, waging war against the law of my mind and imgkne a
prisoner of the law of sin at work within my membewhat a
wretched man | am! Who will rescue me from thisyotideath?
Thanks be to God -through Jesus Christ our Lordth8ao, |
myself in my mind am a slave to God's law, buthia sinful nature
a slave to the law of sin.”

Paul understood how the law of the sinful natuilevgages war in
his own life, but he also knew that the new laviifefwhich the
Spirit gave him was not to be held down by hisidinature. Why?
Because he died to sin and sin no longer was hitemadlis new
master was the one who died in his place and gaveh
resurrection life of power.

The Christians in Galatia were opting for a powéich was weak
and ineffective in pleasing God. They thought giate they could
reason with the law it was a better alternativen thianply trusting
God as they placed their faith in His promises.

After all, if we’ve got a checklist of do’s and dts we can
actually measure our progress as we keep thesealaviherefore
God will be pleased with our human efforts. Bu #ffort God is
looking for is an effort we place in the Spirit wempowers us and
motivates us to seek Christ and obey Him out afikkand
gratitude for the free gift He’s given us by faith.

We can’t perfect or complete this walk in Chrigioiiigh anything
the flesh could produce, because the flesh wilbgseek self
instead of wanting to please God. That'’s the d=fynition of sin.
When Adam and Eve sought to please self by takimgt\@od had
clearly said they couldn’t have they sinned andenzit off from
God.

How can that sinful selfish nature ever please Gtidan’'t. And
yet, man will always make that attempt, and unfoately, even
Christians are not exempt from this attitude.

So, Paul reminds his readers in Galatia that thest monsider
what it means to live spiritual lives to God’s glas he contrasts
that with what they’re doing.

GAL 3:4-5 “Have you suffered so much for nothini§it really
was for nothing? Does God give you his Spirit ammidk miracles
among you because you observe the law, or becauskejieve
what you heard?”



What's interesting about these passages from v8r5ds that
Paul is dealing with the personal experiences edalGalatians.
We touched on this last week that Paul is goingritog up the
issue of how they view or feel about their persanaderience with
God.

And though feelings are not to rule our lives iedo’'t mean we
can’'t use our personal experiences or feelings vitmmes to
identifying how God might be working in our lives.

After all, how many married couples only deal witlkeir mates on
a factual level? | love my wife because she’s ava, 5 feet two
inches, brown hair, blue eyes, likes to take whlkshe beach and
keeps a good house.

No. Relationships work on a variety of levels irthg how we
feel about them, and the experiences we sharethdth. And in a
similar way, the relationship we have with our $avdoesn’t
discount these aspects of relationship. And thdhggh
relationship is based on faith in the truth, weéhplaced our faith
in a person who loves us and expects our loveturne

And this is why Paul raises the next question intexit.

GAL 3:4 “Have you suffered so much for nothing # really was
for nothing?”

Most translations give the impression that theskataas were
suffering for their faith. In other words, they gawp certain things
because of their relationship with Christ whiclb@sed solely on
faith. And if this was the case they suffered imv&nce they are
now substituting faith with a fleshly approach heit salvation.

It's like going to school for your whole life to l@eDoctor. You
spend countless hours in class, studying, staypigte every
night to make good grades. You intern in a hospitaler grueling
hours and conditions and sacrifice any socialdde/ou can be the
best doctor you can be.

And then, just as you're about to graduate anchgmpractice you
decide one night that you'd rather be a ballerimé you quit the
profession. Was all of that hard work for nothinB® you give up
your life for nothing? Was it all in vain? Andetimplication is
that this is foolishness.

And that's the point Paul has been making all al@mgwhatever
degree you came to grips with the fact that onlyisEland His



sacrifice on the cross was sufficient for your atittn, and your
willingness to follow Him by faith, you left youra life behind as
you embraced Christ, is it now all in vain sincei€his now not
sufficient as you add the law?

In other words, why did you trust Christ in thesfiplace, knowing
that hardships would follow? And now that you'wdfsred such
hardships were they all in vain, did they mean imgfimow that
you've chosen a different path which won’t prodtice same kind
of hardships?

Why bother? Why put yourself in such a positiogati had no
intention of staying the course and running the tacthe end?
Why call yourself a Christian? Call yourself a 1@ plus the
law” person while you please the Judaizers who teight in
appealing to your flesh and sin nature.

We aren’t told in this letter that the Galatiangevexperiencing
any specific persecution or suffering. And soh#yt were, and
they were now denying the all-sufficiency of Chesttonement,
any suffering for Christ would certainly have beewain.

But there may very well be another translatiornie passage in
verse 5. John MacArthur in his commentary on Gaiatmakes
an interesting point on this verse.

He says, the word “suffer is from [the Greek wqudkcho, a word
that carries the basic idea of experience and soreethat of pain
or hardship. Since the context suggests nothirsgyifééring or
hardship, it seems best to take the word heref¢éo t@ experience,
the believers’ personal experience with Jesus €hinis Holy
Spirit, and God the Father......

...... Paul is asking, “did you experience so miuirygs in vain?
Did you learn nothing at all from them? Can’t yiink things
through and see that the claims of the Judaizensatgossibly
square with the gospel you have been taught anel évgwerienced
yourselves?”

All of us have experiences in our Christian livesah are directly
related to our relationship with the living Savidiow else do we
explain the new desires we have to follow Christivtélse do we
explain the pain we feel when we do something wenkdoesn't
please God?

How do we explain the ways in which God comes tgtofor us?
For example, how do we explain how God suppliesne@ds



when we don’t see a way for that need being medt% t#o we
explain a love that we have for people that isedéht from the
way we used to feel about people as we saw theynasn|
obstacles?

These are real life experiences that we can’t denlythey are
associated with this new life we have in ChristdAhese
Galatians had experienced these very same thidga: then, Paul
asks, can you have so many of these real and geexperiences
in Christ, and all of a sudden deny this relatigndly trying to
deny what you had been taught regarding how ttasioaship is
designed by God to work; through the Spirit, n&t llesh?

Why go back there, when you know that your flestttgmpts in
the past didn’t create this relationship and thgeelences that
accompanied it?

But Paul softens the blow as he then suggestsrae\ie “if it
really was for nothing?”

Here Paul holds out that they understood thatityevas
something, that it was something they had not fibegoor denied
but were only entertaining because of this badiarite of the
Judaizers. Paul is giving these Christians thefiteof the doubt.

And by doing this Paul is admitting the Holy Spiststill in

control of the situation. Paul is admitting thatrauch as he wants
to convince them that what they’re doing is wromrgshill has to
rely on the work of the Spirit as they submit tarHi Paul can'’t
change them and he knows that God loves thesei&alat
infinitely more than Paul could.

When we deal with other Christians who are strumgpbr are
getting involved in things which are not benefidiatheir walk
with Christ, we can love them with the truth, we @ncourage
them in the faith, but ultimately they must make tlght choice.

But we must never exclude the work of the Spiribwbants them
to walk after Him and not the flesh. That belieigestill a child of
the living God and the Father wants them to walkras of His
children.

But the Father will often use the means to helpdHi&iren and
that's you and me in Christ. We play a role, wa& gan't play the
Holy Spirit. We encourage other believers to walkhe Spirit, but
we’re not the Spirit. We point people, and we nteble good



pointers as we point them to Christ who must bejiexl by faith
and then continue to live that life by faith.

GAL 3:5 “Does God give you his Spirit and work agles among
you because you observe the law, or because ymvéathat you
heard?”

These would have been some of the experienceshtueymiracles
and wonders that only the Spirit of God could acglish. The law
doesn’t accomplish such things because there ligenor power in
the law, except the power of death.

Consider your life today. Is it a life of hope aexpectation, or a
life which is bogged down with trying to go forwardthis
salvation through some fleshly effort on your part?

That's not life, that’'s a wage you're trying to Baif you've
believed what you heard regarding Jesus Christybarhave life
which is secured and held fast by the one who gaudife, and
that's God Himself. He’'ll never let you go. Andrb&s the reason
why.

ROM 8:1-4 “Therefore, there is now no condemnatmrthose
who are in Christ Jesus, because through Chrigslbe law of
the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sind death. For
what the law was powerless to do in that it waskeaad by the
sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son mltkeness of
sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condeansia in sinful
man, in order that the righteous requirements efaw might be
fully met in us, who do not live according to thefsl nature but
according to the Spirit.”

We received this life by the Spirit. May we contnto seek the
Spirit and the things of the Spirit as we growhistnew life in
Christ. And may we treasure the experiences we ime@€érist as
we give Him glory through lives of love and obedien



