Galatians 2:15-21  “A Living Sacrifice of Prais

GAL 2:15-21 "We who are Jews by birth and not ‘Besinners'
know that a man is not justified by observing téw,|but by faith
in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faitGhmnist Jesus that
we may be justified by faith in Christ and not byserving the law,
because by observing the law no one will be juetifi"If, while
we seek to be justified in Christ, it becomes entdbat we
ourselves are sinners, does that mean that Choistqtes sin?
Absolutely not! If I rebuild what | destroyed, iqve that | am a
lawbreaker. For through the law | died to the Bwthat | might
live for God. | have been crucified with Christdamo longer
live, but Christ lives in me. The life | live ingéhbody, | live by
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Blfrfer me. |
do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteess could be
gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!"

As we come to our text this morning we note that ihin the
context of Paul rebuking Peter in the previouseers

GAL 2:14 “When | saw that they were not actindine with the

truth of the gospel, | said to Peter in front adrthall, "You are a

Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jelaw is it, then,
that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs?”

What follows in our text may be a recap of whatlRaen went on
to convey to Peter, or it may be where Paul brefik® address
specific Jews in Galatia. Commentators seem winded on the
issue.

In the final analysis it really doesn’t make anffetience because
what is being written to these Galatians regardieglaw and
justification is what Peter already knew and mayehiaeen
reminded of by Paul in that day in which he rebuReter
publicly.

But Peter is being used here as a way of showeggtisalatian
Judaizers that to accept Jesus Christ as Messtaissarily negates
the law as a means of being justified before thelLorou can’t
have it both ways. You either subscribe to the dgva way to get
to heaven or you embrace the one who came tol filléllaw
perfectly, which no mere human could ever do.

And so, as Paul continues with this next sectioreh@nds his
readers that most of them have made the decisibto st the



law for salvation which means they can no longéerain the
idea of adding the law.

GAL 2:15-16 "We who are Jews by birth and not ‘Besinners’
know that a man is not justified by observing téw,lbut by faith
in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faitBhnist Jesus that
we may be justified by faith in Christ and not tyserving the law,
because by observing the law no one will be juetifi

Paul uses a very interesting phrase here as heartemihe
believing Jews in Galatia with the Gentile popuati “"We who
are Jews by birth and not 'Gentile sinners'...”

Now at first glance it might appear that Paul ismgecallous and
insensitive to his Gentile readers, who probablyhdave been a
majority in Galatia. But remember, that Paul idr@dsing a
problem in Galatia which involves Jews who arengyio
adversely influence these Gentiles.

And so, this is really not a favorable way of agmioing these
Jews despite how Paul may use this comparisomgBeldew by
birth would have guaranteed that every Jew woulc lieeen
brought up on the law of Moses. But more thanithabuld have
guaranteed them a status which they viewed as lediteg

This term Gentile “sinner” could also be substitLter the attitude
which looked down on Gentiles as dogs; mere bedsts it came
to morality. So, is Paul calling these Gentiladedrs brute
beasts?

Absolutely not. He’s actually using this languaggut these
Judaizers, as well as true believing Jews, in thlace. He's
reminding them of their elitist attitude toward @G#ss, who they
now must call brethren in Christ.

Again, the prevailing attitude among the Judaizethat despite
how these Gentiles have embraced Christ by fditty tlnust now
also embrace what every good Jew practiced aleif tives,
which is the law.

Paul has turned this phrase around on the Juda@mrdreas made
them look like the bigots they are when in facgythoo, have
claimed to receive the same Messiah Jesus, whonisspecter of
persons. This is what he means by verse 16.

GAL 2:16 “[we] know that a man is not justified bpserving the
law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, haueour faith in



Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith & and not by
observing the law, because by observing the laan®owill be
justified.”

Keep in mind that Paul is specifically addressiegsl here; Jews
who have claimed to put their trust in the only ere could
observe the law perfectly and then died takingoealty of our
sin, despite the fact that He was sinless.

Again, Paul’s logic here is, how can you have thbways? How
can you say that you are not saved by the law laenl éxpect the
Gentiles to follow the law as a way to that salwa®# Why would
you force this notion on them when you claim tgustified
through Jesus Christ?

Of course the answer is that these Jews were glxeag familiar
with the law; it was a common part of their livagsd they felt it
was important enough to have these Gentiles betikenthem.

After all, these Gentiles were part of the sinredrhe world, the
dogs of the world who were not worthy to be a pathe common
wealth of Israel since they were vile sinners, aatkeepers of
God'’s holy law.

If they were going to embrace a Jewish Messiam they also
needed to embrace the law this Messiah took vergusdy, to the
degree that He fulfilled every jot and tittle.

The problem is that the law was never meant tafyushyone,
including the Jews. The writer of Hebrews makeés abundantly
clear as he writes to the Jews of his day.

HEB 10:1-4 “The law is only a shadow of the gobuhgs that are
coming - not the realities themselves. For thisoeat can never,
by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly yearysfae, make
perfect those who draw near to worship. If it chubould they
not have stopped being offered? For the worshiperdd have
been cleansed once for all, and would no longee i@l guilty for
their sins. But those sacrifices are an annuain@en of sins,
because it is impossible for the blood of bulls godts to take
away sins.”

Now if it's impossible for the blood of bulls andajs to take away
sins, (and this of course is a reference to the maly of days, the
day of atonement), then how in the world could sttving like
circumcision justify someone before God?



The writer of Hebrews, by the way, is not just tatkabout Jews
of his day when he addresses this day of atonerderd.talking
about Jews who were introduced to the law by Made&s
teaching here that even when the law was firsbthtced to Israel,
which included this day of atonement, it was ncigieed to
eliminate sin through animal sacrifices.

This is what he means in Heb.10:2 when he say#, ¢duld,
would they not have stopped being offered? Fomtbeshipers
would have been cleansed once for all, and wouldnger have
felt guilty for their sins.”

You mean to say, that when Jews celebrated thefdaypnement
they were not actually cleansed by those animalfgas? That's
right. That doesn’t mean they weren’t cleansefiisit means the
blood of animals didn’t cleanse them. If it hadviduld only have

taken one sacrifice.

Well, if they were cleansed how were they thenrded? The
same way you and | are. In fact, the same way Abralvas
cleansed some 400 years before the law was giviloses; by
faith in the Messiah.

Abraham understood there was no way he could esawem by
his good works. He knew God was a holy God whoatetad
perfect righteousness, which Abraham didn’t posseasd of
himself. And so, when God promised to give Abralaperfect
righteous through His Messiah, Abraham simply veliéethe
Lord. Paul talks about this to the Romans.

ROM 4:1-3 “What then shall we say that Abrahant, fovefather,
discovered in this matter [regarding the issueaafdyworks]? If, in
fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had sometho boast
about - but not before God. What does the Scripgaye
"Abraham believed God, and it was credited to hém a
righteousness.”

In other words, God’s perfect righteousness wasgpabraham’s
account. This may be a crude analogy, but imatifiaein heaven
Abraham has a bank account. Except in this casgegn’'t contain
money but a ticket to get to heaven. Well, whothat ticket
there?

We know that Abraham couldn’t earn that ticket sih¢s good
works, in relation to earning that ticket, amoutatzero. So,
outside of someone earning that ticket for himidaek account



always has a balance of zero. But if someone linadlbility to
earn that ticket for him, and then to put thateick his account,
he would be guaranteed that one day he could tasior the
prize; in Abraham’s case eternal life with his ¢oea

Abraham simply believed that God put that righte®ss to his
account. After all, righteousness is the issue.héris only a
perfect righteousness which can justify us befood.G

This is why Paul is emphatic when he says in oxt; ta man is
not justified by observing the law...”

Now the word justified in the Greek essentially meto declare,
or pronounce one to be just or right with God.

Well, who does the declaring or pronouncing? Goelsd And if
God declares you to be right with Himself throughtf in His
Son’s atonement, then you can take it to the baakyou are right
and nothing can change that status.

This whole idea of being justified really comes aow a legal
matter, as I've stated in the past. In a coutawf for example,
there is a term which can be very comforting to sone who has
been acquitted of a crime, and that is the ternbojeopardy.

What that means is that once you have been deatateglilty by
a judge or a jury who has such authority, you che’tried again
for that same crime. You may very well be guiByt the
declaration of not guilty sets you free and youraye viewed,
legally, as one who is innocent. Innocence has peéto your
account.

In a similar way God has made a declaration. Oastrhigh
creator and judge has given us what none of usese
declaration of not guilty. And this is the mostazing part; He
knows we’re guilty.

So, what takes away that guilt? The very thingdoed of bulls
and goats couldn’t take away. It was the blood sécrifice which
those bulls and goats pointed to. In other wasdsjeone had to
pay the debt for sin which is death.

Again, this is a legal matter since God is just haly. God cannot
stand for sinners to be in His presence. So, w& tmeljustified in
a legal sense to get rid of the sin. And sincevtreict was handed
down by God to Adam after he sinned, which wasljesimeone



other than you or | had to die in our place to maggustified
before God.

And of course, this is what Paul is pointing outhiese Judaizers
who have entirely missed the point of what the tawld and
couldn’t do. The one thing it cannot do is justify before God,
since we can’t put any righteousness to our acdoyikeeping the
law.

So, how are we justified? Well, he goes on in&di8 of our text.

GAL 2:16 “... aman is not justified by observitig law, but by
faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put ouhfia Christ Jesus
that we may be justified by faith in Christ and bgtobserving the
law, because by observing the law no one will Istiffed.”

Now Paul is going to give us some insight into wihatlaw is
good for later in this letter, but for now his pois that what it is
not good for is to justify us before God. And b tlay, for a Jew
to take the attitude that he is not a sinner lileeGentiles and to
think that the law is a way to be justified is tssthe point Jesus
made during His earthly ministry.

MAT 9:9-13 “... Jesus .... saw a man named Mattbitimg at the
tax collector's booth. "Follow me," he told himdadatthew got
up and followed him. While Jesus was having diratévlatthew's
house, many tax collectors and "sinners" came sndigh him
and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw thig,asleed his
disciples, "Why does your teacher eat with taxemtrs and
'sinners'?" On hearing this, Jesus said, "It tgm® healthy who
need a doctor, but the sick. But go and learn whatmeans: 'l
desire mercy, not sacrifice.' For | have not comedtl the
righteous, but sinners.”

The Pharisees didn’t see themselves as sinneusjray Jesus’
analogy as those who are sick, which means theg n@arseeking
a doctor for their problem. And since Jesus i$ do&tor, they
didn’t need Him. They felt they were already righis.

And for many people today they view themselvesstirae way.
They don’t see themselves as spiritually sick dicaet or dead.
They think their goodness will ultimately win theyd And so,
they’re not looking for a Savior.

It really isn’t until you see your need that youlwseek the one
who can heal you. In fact, Paul points this oufitoothy when he



makes the comment that he, Paul, is a sinner. Befogmer
Pharisee this is quite a statement.

1Tl 1:15 “Here is a trustworthy saying that degsriull
acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world t® sawers - of
whom | am the worst.”

If Jesus came into the world to save sinners, theioest thing for
mankind is to come to the realization that we drsianers
destined to suffer the penalty for our sin whickdesth, and then to
reach out for the solution to our sin problem wh&hrist Jesus
who paid that debt in our place.

Let’s go back to our text, starting verse 17.

GAL 2:17-19 "If, while we seek to be justified @hrist, it
becomes evident that we ourselves are sinners,tdaesiean that
Christ promotes sin? Absolutely not! If | rebuildhat | destroyed,
| prove that | am a lawbreaker. For through the llaied to the
law so that | might live for God.”

"If, while we seek to be justified in Christ, itdmmes evident that
we ourselves are sinners, does that mean thatt@hoisiotes sin?
Absolutely not!”

What in the world does Paul mean by this? Weklimgeep in
mind that he is addressing Judaizers who want toag& to the

law as a means of assisting the Gentiles to by $aled or at least
more fully sanctified.

Paul is once again using logic to make a pointreldehis point.
Both the Jews and the Gentiles in this Galatiamathbave come
to realize that Jesus Christ is the Messiah whiifigs us before
the Father. Okay, so we come to faith in Chridie¢qustified and
are now declared not guilty through the righteossrad Christ.

Well, what happens, if in the process of finding flastification
the Gentiles realize that their own morality doesget them to
heaven, and they begin to pursue a life of sinykng that they’ll
be forgiven anyhow? For a Jew this would have bepagnant.
To take a gift from God and then trample on it waacceptable.

So, from the Judaizers perspective, how do wehgeGentiles to
live moral lives before God? Well, we reintroddlee law which
was designed to put a check on the immoralitypergon’s life.

Paul comes along and says the law cannot contribuiree’s
salvation. So, if the Gentiles take the attituui the law is not to



be an integral part of their lives, and then thegide, because of
Christ’s righteousness put to their account, treay €in all they
want, does that not make Christ a promoter of sin?

And his answer of course is, absolutely not! Bwetré is another
way of looking at this and R. Alan Cole puts itstiway. “If at the
very moment when we say that we ourselves ardigdstiy faith
alone, we turn out to be preaching to others gt Blone is
inadequate, but that they must keep the law as dedls that not
mean that trusting in Christ is only leading thenoisin for it is
teaching them not to trust in the law?”

Either way, Christ proves Himself to promote sigoti think that
the law must be incorporated into securing ouratein. Here’s

the bottom line. If the Judaizers are right in dadiag that God
expects the law to be added to our salvation, flesas is a liar and
scam artist, because Jesus Himself would not téetthe law
must be added.

What Paul is doing in this argument is proving tiat Judaizers
are placing the law above Christ, thus making J&usst a sinner
for suggesting that He is the only way to the Ratapart from the
law.

Now, if this argument was given to Peter when Paloiked him
publicly this must have struck Peter to the core.

Remember, Peter had denied Jesus three timespanHaul
brings this flood of thoughts back to Peter in & weat not only
shows Peter how he denies Jesus through his achionsow
accuses His Savior of being a sinner, since Jadusotiteach that
one needed to add the law to His finished workhencross.

This is what Paul means in verse 18.

GAL 2:18 “If I rebuild what I destroyed, | provhdt | am a
lawbreaker.”

In other words, if I'm going around telling peoplet faith in
Christ alone brings our justification before Gdulg fulfilling or
destroying the law in a salvific way, but thenthah an addendum
to that teaching by saying, ‘oh, by the way, if yauly want to be
saved you also need to be circumcised, then whatdone is to
rebuild the law that I've destroyed as a meanabfasgion.

And if I have rebuilt the law as my bridge to Gben I've
destroyed salvation by faith in Christ alone, apddve that | am a



law breaker, because I'm teaching a false mesgageessage that
incorporates Christ and the law. It's either the,lar Christ. It
can’t be both.

GAL 2:19 “For through the law | died to the lawtbat | might
live for God.”

What does Paul mean by this? Well, imagine betmyicted of
capital crime worthy of death and the penalty fattcrime is
carried out. At your death the penalty is sattsfeend so, as John
MacArthur points out in his commentary, “the lansh more
claim on you. You have paid your debt to societyerefore, even
if you were to rise from the dead you would stél guiltless before
the law, which would have no claim on your new.fife

Paul is saying that according to the law he hag pii debt to
God. According to the law a man must die to satidbd’s justice.
And if Christ has died according to the law yethaiit sin and |
am in Christ then | have truly satisfied the lavesnénds in Christ.

And this is the point that Paul is making as to h@ican satisfy
the law in Christ and then in Christ now have ifeethat the law
stole from him prior to being in Christ.

GAL 2:20-21 “l have been crucified with Christ alhdo longer
live, but Christ lives in me. The life | live ing¢hbody, I live by
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Blfrfer me. |
do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteess could be
gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!"

Here’s the only answer to the sin problem and stm@thing to do
with keeping the law, and yet it has everythingldowith keeping
the law. How is that possible? I've shared tl@®obe. | once
taught a message at Calvary Chapel Fort Laudeot&@e&Sunday
evening, and | asked the question to the many wdre there,
“how many here were saved by good works? Raise lyands.”

No one raised their hands. | was the only one wdtrhy hand
raised, proudly. As they caught their breathsr afésping over
such brazenness on my part | went on to explaineery believer
in that room was saved by good works; they jush'didappen to
be their own.

The good works by which we are saved are the gaddarfect
works of the law that Christ came to accomplistoanbehalf.
The law which demands perfection, was fulfilleddhrist. And
when He died as a sinless sacrifice on my beldi#d with Him



when | accepted His sacrifice for me. And it's Haene for you
and the same for Paul.

And in this sense we've satisfied our debt to God @an no
longer be subject to the law’s demands.

This is why Paul can say that through the law ddeethe law. The
reason being that when Christ died to the law H=ned up our
freedom from the law which demanded that we keepiitectly to
attain salvation.

Since that could never happen someone else ha/tthat debt
for us. And just like that criminal who died acdiorg to the law,
he paid the debt, and the law no longer appliddrtoafter his
death. That criminal was free from the law thoughdy six feet
below the ground.

Of course the difference with Christ is that after paid the debt
of the law and was laid in a tomb, three days Ieerose
victoriously from the grave as the Conqueror oweatt and sin.
This is precisely what Paul meant in verse 20.

GAL 2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ andd longer live,
but Christ lives in me. The life | live in the badyive by faith in
the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself fer'm

When Jesus paid that debt to God at Calvary, asaptd the law,
it was just as though you and | paid that debt®d.GANnd in that
sense you and | have been crucified with Christ@put our faith
in Him alone. This is exactly what Paul wrotetie Romans.

ROM 6:6-7 “For we know that our old self was cfigd with him
so that the body of sin might be done away witht tiee should no
longer be slaves to sin because anyone who hahdgeleen freed
from sin.”

In other words, if you satisfied the debt you aee=ffrom the debt.
And you have satisfied the debt by receiving thgpent of Jesus
Christ by faith who paid that debt for us. But Pgaes on in
Romans.

ROM 6:8-10 “Now if we died with Christ, we belietteat we will
also live with him. For we know that since Chri&ts raised from
the dead, he cannot die again; death no longembhatery over
him. The death he died, he died to sin once fobat the life he
lives, he lives to God.”



Ultimately salvation is about life and not deathtook Christ’s
death to pay our debt, but it was His resurrectvbich secured
our life in Him. The law cannot bring life. Buttgdying the law
does as we embrace the one who gave the law anduibenitted
Himself to it as He paid the price in full throublis crucifixion.

GAL 2:21 “l do not set aside the grace of God,ifoighteousness
could be gained through the law, Christ died fathimg!"

This word is for the Judaizers. The grace of Gadugh Christ,
not the law, is what justifies us before the FatH&ior if
righteousness could be gained through the law sChied for
nothing!"

Did Christ die for nothing? Was He simply somelwsakntioned,

yet misguided martyr? May it never be! He is Gad. He alone

is our Savior. And no amount of law could be adttethe once for
all sufficient sacrifice He paid on our behalf.

Whether it's circumcision, or baptism or any otlav or man-
made rule added to Christ’s sacrifice on the cfossur salvation;
if it is taught that we must accept these alondpW@hrist, it is a
false gospel and a false religion and it must h@s&d in love
with the truth.

We must love those who are lost, be they peoplelvghang to
cults, or people who claim to be part of Christwich and yet
preach a gospel which adds good works as the niyanbich we
are saved.

We are not saved by good works, but we are savexgaood
works. And if our lives show the world that it do&smake any
difference how we live, then we don’'t understanéthmeans to
be saved by grace. Let us never trample the gvates freely
been given in Christ.

ROM 6:11-14 *“In the same way, count yourselvesidessin but
alive to God in Christ Jesus.Therefore do notiletaign in your
mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. rdboffer the

parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wicless, but rather
offer yourselves to God, as those who have beamghtdrom
death to life; and offer the parts of your bodyim as instruments
of righteousness. For sin shall not be your mabtrause you are
not under law, but under grace.”



