Galatians 1:18-24 - “A God-Transformed Life”

GAL 1:18-24 “Then after three years, | went upgéousalem to
get acquainted with Peter and stayed with himdiitdays. | saw
none of the other apostles -only James, the Lordther. | assure
you before God that what | am writing you is no liater | went to
Syria and Cilicia. | was personally unknown to tieirches of
Judea that are in Christ. They only heard thente[jbhe man
who formerly persecuted us is now preaching thié ta¢ once
tried to destroy."And they praised God because@af m

This rather lengthy autobiographical insert herthia letter is
designed by Paul to assure the Judaizers thab8pebhe
preached was not the result of some other apastiehing or
teaching him the way of the Lord. And yet, it aldmws how he
is on the same team as the rest of the apostles.

Paul has set the foundation that his gospel iglitieet result of the
risen Jesus Christ personally teaching him thétréind again, by
way of reminder, these Judaizers in Galatia wegtiadgrto make
the case that Paul had received his message f@aptbstles in
Jerusalem and therefore he does not have the @ytherclaims to
have.

They do not want to submit to his apostolic auttyas they are
trying to promote a gospel which includes the |dWloses as an
addition to the finished work of Christ on the @o#s Jews, these
Judaizers wanted to nationalize the Gentiles imbir Jlewish

world, so as to be identified with Israel, and s of Israel, as a
prerequisite to being saved.

Unless they can prove that Paul is just anothenh&abe” apostle
his word stands as the final authority concernimguithis gospel
is and what the will of the Lord is as Jesus Chrést revealed it to
Paul under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.

Paul’'s whole premise here is to give a chronoldgicder to the
events in his life that led up to him embracingi€hiand what the
risen Jesus did in his life which made him a unigeirant under
unique circumstances, which in turn proves his #gsisip to the
Gentile world.

Who would have thought that a Jewish Pharisee addeof
Hebrews, a keeper of the law, would end up seraisggment of
the world which the Jews of that day viewed as (Bedbgs.



Discrimination and bigotry has been around a lamgltime, and
it’s not limited to any one particular group. Eveage and
nationality has got its bigots. And many Jews at thay were
taught early on that unless you were born a Jewware a second
class person.

And so, you can also see how these Judaizers wegased at this
former Pharisee not placing much stock in the l&Moses in
regards to salvation. As far as they were conceRad was a
traitor to the religion of their fathers, and theguld do anything
to make a case that he couldn’t be trusted. Anths@ontinues to
give them the reasons why he can be trusted.

He mentions in verse 17 that after he was savetidmet go up to
Jerusalem. You see, this would have made allghsesin the
world. If you wanted to make sure your gospel Wwesdame as
that of the apostles who walked with Christ it wbbehoove you
to go to Jerusalem where they were located and ammmptes.

But that’s not what Paul does. Why? Because hegtitdue was
better than the apostles, or that he felt he dideéd to have
fellowship with them? No, not at all. The reassiso that Jesus
Christ will show Himself to be true in Paul’s ligs a sanctioned
apostle who does not need to go to some aposttimos of higher
learning to qualify as an apostle of Jesus Christ.

In other words, it is God who is saying to the Gtiain world that
He can train His own apostles without the aid tieotapostles and
prove that when they do finally come together amthgare notes
they will all be on the exact same page becausetdaeher is
none other than the same Jesus who called them all.

And so, instead of Paul going to Jerusalem aftecbnversion
what does he do? He goes to Arabia and latemeduio
Damascus. Now, what is he doing during this tink&®is
spending some time with other disciples of Chhst, he’s also
taking what he has personally learned from JesusiGind
applying it to his ministry.

He’s out sharing this gospel he learned from therriJesus who
appeared to him on the road to Damascus, and ha‘sg it with
those people in Damascus and later in Arabia. Adeatly, he
was creating some enemies in the process among Jeas, some
of whom were probably with him in his original caaign to
destroy the church.



We know this to be true of what we read in the bobMRcts.

ACT 9:19-25 “... and after taking some food, hgaiaed his
strength. Saul spent several days with the dissipl®amascus.
At once he began to preach in the synagoguesdbkat s the Son
of God. All those who heard him were astonishedasied, "Isn't
he the man who raised havoc in Jerusalem among thiog call
on this name? And hasn't he come here to take #sgmisoners to
the chief priests?" Yet Saul grew more and moregrwand
baffled the Jews living in Damascus by proving thegus is the
Christ. After many days had gone by, the Jews doegspo Kkill
him, but Saul learned of their plan. Day and nitjlety kept close
watch on the city gates in order to kill him. Bus followers took
him by night and lowered him in a basket througlopening in
the wall.”

Now, in the account in Acts, after Paul leaves Dsous, the scene
cuts to Jerusalem, but here in our text Paulifillhhe gaps before
going to Jerusalem because after he is forcedfddaimascus he
goes into Arabia and spends some time there.

If you were to look on a map of the Palestine amghose days
you would see that Damascus was located a goodhilé§ north,
northeast of Jerusalem as the crow flies. Aralmald/be east of
that location. How far he went into the Arabiarseie we don’t
know, but he probably stayed somewhere near toviresenhe
could preach the gospel.

And so, it wasn’t as though he became a hermitfamad some
cave in the desert and just hung out with the Ldfdre was a man
who couldn’t contain himself after his conversiorDamascus, as
he enthusiastically preached the gospel of JestistCAnd so,
when he went into the area of Arabia he was itikalihood doing
the same thing as he traveled into the differemnh®in Arabia.

He did this for three years. For three years hetuwtased by the
Lord and was given opportunity to be His servardaraapostle to
those who were probably, by and large, GentileterAdll, he was
Christ’s apostle to the Gentile world. Again, dgrihis time he
had no contact with the other apostles.

GAL 1:18 “Then after three years, | went up taudatem to get
acquainted with Peter and stayed with him fifteapsd’

This is the first time Paul goes to Jerusalem dfi®iconversion.
This is the first time the other apostles get anckao meet this



former persecutor of the church. Now, keep in nitrat Paul is
three years old in the Lord, and yet those in dens don't
believe it.

ACT 9:26-28 “When he came to Jerusalem, he togdih the
disciples, but they were all afraid of him, notibeing that he
really was a disciple. But Barnabas took him araught him to
the apostles. He told them how Saul on his joutreseen the
Lord and that the Lord had spoken to him, and ho@amascus
he had preached fearlessly in the name of JesuUSadastayed
with them and moved about freely in Jerusalem, lgpgaoldly in
the name of the Lord.”

It was during this stay in Jerusalem that Paullfrraeets some of
the apostles. In fact, the reason for Paul gointetasalem was
specifically to meet Peter. He simply wanted to i@ and get
to know him.

Now, this all took place in the span of 15 dayssT& important
because of what Paul is trying to accomplish asebeunts his life
to these Galatians and primarily the Judaizersalata.

Fifteen days is not enough time to learn all ofititecacies of the
gospel and the teachings of Jesus Christ so asaldyghim as a
seasoned apostle. And of course this was noetmon for him
going to Jerusalem. He was already a seasonedepidss is the
point he makes when he had said earlier that h@tdeceive his
gospel from men, but from the Lord Himself.

So, what could he accomplish in fifteen days? Wilagine
being able to sit with Peter for two full weeks dral/e him
recount the times of ministry of Jesus Christ dyitimat three year
span leading up to His death on the cross and qubsé
resurrection.

Imagine getting firsthand the story of how Petaridé Jesus three
times and how he then was restored and given thmenission

from Jesus to go out as an apostle to the Jewkeaddhe sheep of
Christ.

Imagine Paul sitting around a fire with Peter amel dther disciples
and going long into the night as he recountedfahase times
when Jesus healed the sick and raised the deatiemavatching
Peter as his face lit up describing these evenie agas there.

And then imagine Paul sitting on the edge of het as Peter
recounted in great detail how he and John ran dowine tomb of



Jesus after they learned from the two Mary’s thatlard was no
longer there. | wonder if Peter brought up the that the younger
John raced and beat Peter to the tomb.

| can see Paul nodding his head in agreement wate=n Related
what Jesus then taught the disciples during thaig days prior to
His ascension back to the Father. Paul may hawveethin, “yes,
that's exactly what Jesus taught me in the desea @f Arabia
during these past three years; that's amazing.”

And then they may have gone off into some lengti@plogical
discussion of how the O.T. Scriptures had beenttriBose
prophecies regarding the Messiah and how Jesulefilall of
those prophecies. Those 15 days had to have thgvas Paul also
had the opportunity to get the personal testimdnjesus’ own
half-brother.

GAL 1:19 “lI saw none of the other apostles -ordynés, the
Lord's brother.”

| can see Paul asking James about Mary his motties.she still
alive? What was life like with a perfect brothemawnever sinned?
Did all of you embrace your brother as the Messliaiting His
earthly ministry? You didn’t? How is that possible

I’'m sure James expressed a sense of remorse @victthat he
thought his brother, Jesus, was nothing more tharsguided
zealot. And there’s a chance that James may léd/@aul that he
was still praying for others in his family who msiyll not have
embraced Jesus as their Messiah.

After all we’re only told of two people in that falyy other than
Mary, who were recognized as believers; James aael both of
whom wrote parts of the New Testament which bdses hames.

There was so much to talk about and so little tifBat you can bet
that that short period of 15 days were spent eraging each other
in their respective ministries, and being builtinpheir faith as
they were amazed at how Jesus Christ was stilteaatnd
personally involved in all of their lives despiteetfact that they
had never met prior to this time. What encouragémen

And it was during this short period of time thatd?eand James
were able to examine Paul to see if what he wascpreg was
right despite the fact that they never got a chaageersonally
disciple him.



But you know, Paul didn’t close himself behind teors of some
apartment with Peter and James and just discudgm#d and new
adventures to come. Paul was still excited abautrilith and the
need to reach out to the lost after three yeardlaadvas a
working vacation for him if you will.

ACT 9:28-31 “So Saul stayed with them and movealalfreely

in Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the name of thelLdHe talked
and debated with the Grecian Jews, but they taddlithim.

When the brothers learned of this, they took hiwnlto Caesarea
and sent him off to Tarsus. Then the church thnougJudea,
Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of peace. Itstrasgthened,;
and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it grew in numsbéving in

the fear of the Lord.”

Paul couldn’t wait to get out into the city theneJierusalem and
teach about Jesus Christ. But notice that in Ai29 8 says that he
talked and debated with the Grecian Jews. Thei@rdews are
also described as the Hellenists. These would kelkSrwho
became Jews. They were not Israelites in the sicse.

Here we see Paul going to a group of Greeks, fofeegtiles, now
Jews by religious conviction. This is not to suddkeat the other
disciples and apostles in Jerusalem overlookeca:thesple
because they weren't full blooded Jews. But, bez&asil has
been given a burden to the Gentile nations thislavbave been
very natural for him to gravitate to them.

But evidently, they were not very receptive becausee also told
in Acts 9:29 these same Grecian Jews tried tdhkill. This was
Paul’s lot in life, to suffer for Christ, not becihe was naturally
abrasive, but only because he brought people titie itn love, a
truth they were not willing to accept.

And I'm sure Peter and James, along with the refteodisciples
there in Jerusalem may have cautioned Paul toreéuttaow he
shares his faith, but I'm also certain they werpr@ssed with this
man who would not compromise when it came to fifaiving
gospel he was personally given by Jesus Christ.

They not only accepted Paul as a minister of thepgloof Jesus
Christ, they also accepted him as an apostle t&G#rgiles which
is brought out when the Holy Spirit commissions |Rand
Barnabas in Antioch to go out on their missionawyrpeys as the
apostles to the Gentile world.



Here again is Paul’s point to the Judaizers in tzal@ho were
trying to make the case that Paul was a lone raaggming
authority he was not given by the rest of the dpsstHe is saying
to them, “just ask the apostles in Jerusalem ybwese “They will
confirm that | have been called by Jesus Christgaineh the same
gospel they received from Jesus, though none aofl taaght me
such a gospel; Jesus Himself did that.”

GAL 1:20 “l assure you before God that what | anting you is
no lie.”

The language here in verse 20 of our text is thguage of an oath
or a vow. ltis often suggested that Christiamscammanded by
Jesus never to use such oaths or vows.

MAT 5:33-37 "Again, you have heard that it wasisai the
people long ago, 'Do not break your oath, but kbemaths you
have made to the Lord.' But I tell you, Do not siezaall: either
by heaven, for it is God's throne; or by the eddhit is his
footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city bétGreat King. And
do not swear by your head, for you cannot make enerhair
white or black. Simply let your 'Yes' be "Yes,damour 'No," ‘No’;
anything beyond this comes from the evil one.”

This seems to be clear and yet Paul is in fact nggén oath to
these Galatians. Why the contradiction? Wellretreally is
none. What Jesus is addressing is in the contékesermon on
the mount where he is addressing all of the abofkte law. And
the thrust of Mat. 5:33-37 is not to use an oath wow when your
word is good enough.

If you need to call on God as your witness for gileng you say
and do, then there’s something wrong with yourwfeere you feel
you need to call on the Lord to verify and testdyyour every
word and move.

Jesus teaches us to live the life He’'s given ukerpower of the
Holy Spirit without having to make continual oatrsd vows. All
of this to say that oaths and vows have a plac€fwistians under
certain circumstances. If this were not the case Wauld never
have used such language.

In fact, there are many instances where Paul takesv or an oath
throughout his ministry under certain circumstanéexl keep in
mind that essentially both oaths and vows areunstnts of



verifying something to be true as you call on Goavitness that
transaction or truth.

ROM 1:9 “God, whom | serve with my whole hearpieaching
the gospel of his Son, is my witness how constdrrdynember
you 10 in my prayers at all times;...”

PHI 1:8 “God can testify how | long for all of yauth the
affection of Christ Jesus.”

1TH 2:5 “You know we never used flattery, nor did put on a
mask to cover up greed - God is our withess.”

There are many other examples in Paul’s life, batgoint is that
such oaths and vows are permitted by the Lordoisg &s they
don’t begin to get in the way of just having owels demonstrate a
yes or a no, when that’s all we need.

Paul’s point here in our text is to give weightitbat he has given
in the way of testimony which is true; that he msagostle, and that
the apostles in Jerusalem can verify this and Wwéaess that Jesus
is the one who gave Paul his gospel and his apostiistry.

GAL 1:21-24 “Later | went to Syria and Cilicia.wias personally
unknown to the churches of Judea that are in Chfisey only
heard the report: "The man who formerly persecutes now
preaching the faith he once tried to destroy." Amely praised
God because of me.”

After Paul left Jerusalem he left on a mission. iission is to
follow Christ and do the work the Lord called himmdo. Syria and
Cilicia includes the area in which he grew up,he tity of Tarsus,
which was located on the southeastern part of nmoday Turkey
just off the coast of the Mediterranean Sea.

In other words, he went home, probably using Tassug home
base to reach out to Cilicia and Syria. We dontw if his
parents were still alive, but if they were, alonighvany other
relatives he had in the region, you can bet heeshlais faith with
them and encouraged them to embrace the Messiab de4 ord
and Savior.

And yet, even at this point in his ministry manypke didn’t
recognize him, except to recognize his reputation.

GAL 1:22-23 *“l was personally unknown to the cthes of Judea
that are in Christ. They only heard the reporhéman who



formerly persecuted us is now preaching the fadttoiice tried to
destroy."

His reputation did precede him. As he traveledughout Judea
the churches there had certainly heard about Wnd it appears
that because of the way in which the Lord was waghn his life
there was a certain recognition that God was dsargething
special in his life.

The report was, that “the man who formerly perseduts is now
preaching the faith he once tried to destroy." idééohow these
churches include themselves in this report; “th@ mvbo formerly
persecuted us.”

Some of them may have personally been touchedéwtath of
Saul, and yet this language probably includesdba that when
Saul persecuted the church anywhere in the wardduched them
personally even as Jesus was touched personally erhéhat road
leading into Damascus Jesus asked Saul, “why dpgmecute
Me?”

And so, in one sense, when you persecute the clatieinge, you
persecute the risen Christ whose church it is,thagevith the
individuals who make up that church. But the répoclear. Saul
was a bad man, an evil man who came against Chustyho has
now done a 180 degree turn because of what the izl did in
his life.

GAL 1:24 “And they praised God because of me.”

For these Christians to praise God because of Wadiad done in
Paul’s life should speak volumes to these Judaine@alatia who
were trying to discredit Paul and his ministry.fdit, just as Paul
once persecuted the church and in turn Jesus Hirttzete
Judaizers, by calling into question Paul’'s apobktfeare
personally calling Jesus Christ into question whose and
commissioned Paul.

And this is exactly the point Paul is trying to reak these people.
Don’'t come against Jesus Christ and His work byingragainst
me. Don't call Jesus into question by calling rpystleship into
guestion. The Lord will not hold you guiltless iy continue to
come against Him with a false gospel, all the whd#ing me a
false apostle.

Paul’'s concern was that the church in Galatia wbelédversely
affected by these false teachers. But he was alscecned with



these false teachers which is why his warningtigadly an act of
grace to shock them into reality.

GAL 1:8-9 “But even if we or an angel from heastould
preach a gospel other than the one we preachesltdet him be
eternally condemned! As we have already said osolrsay
again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel otha&n what you
accepted, let him be eternally condemned!”

Even in his rebuke of these Judaizers, he’s stitreding love and
grace because he knows the false gospel he onseriga to
when the law was the all-encompassing part ofitagptior to him
coming to Christ.

But instead of being a persecutor of people, Pasl mow a lover
of people. Instead of trying to destroy, he is eateg life through
the gospel. What a dramatic change. And this iat\tre churches
in Judea had heard about him. His life was nowadrserving
Christ.

And notice who they praise. They don’t praise Ptdy praise
God. And this is where the praise should alwayslidad it not
been for Christ reaching out to us, we’d still beur sins. Had it
not been for the Holy Spirit of God opening our ®yee’d still be
blind and seeking our own way.

God is to get all the glory. But, like Paul, we atways to submit
to God as His grace is working in our lives and steould
demonstrate itself in changed lives. We may nethwad a
Damascus road experience, but to suggest thateveocadifferent
now than we were before accepting Christ by fattoicontradict
the reason He saved us in the first place.

EPH 2:8-10 “For it is by grace you have been satredugh faith
- and this not from yourselves, it is the gift add>-not by works,

so that no one can boast. For we are God's workiniarcreated
in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God preparedvance
for us to do.”

Earlier in that same letter to the Ephesians Paid this eternal
plan of God’s into perspective.

EPH 1:4 “For he chose us in him before the creatifothe world
to be holy and blameless in his sight.”

We are not saved by our good works, but are céytaaved to
exemplify His life and light which He has placeeitd, all with the



purpose of bringing glory to His name. May ouebvalways
demonstrate that, even as did Paul’s, and may thkel\&round us
be able to praise God for the work He has dones iand continues
to do in us through Christ.



