Galatians 1:10-12 “Man Pleasers or God Pleasers?”

Why is it that people feel compelled to want everyto like them,
or follow them, to where they will often say andttiongs which
are really not in their character? We see that svith politicians.

How many times have we heard those in Washingt@h firn

chameleon on us when it seems the political wirale lshifted
past their stated beliefs? Those who were oncdiferare now
pro-abortion, or vice versa, because they perceivajority of

voters will help keep them in power if they jumparthe other

camp.

How many politicians who believe that more taxels sdlve all of
our woes, all of a sudden have had a political fagain
experience as they now see that a majority of satent their
taxes reduced or want the so-called tax surplie teeturned to
them?

And so, what we find in many politicians is thathetion gives
way to political prostitution so that instead of\deg the true
interests of the people in this country, they omént to be pleasers
of men to advance their own agenda of staying imgro At least
this is the way | perceive much of this stuff goomgin
Washington. You may have a different take on athe.

But | know of a man who never took this attitudeairy political
sense or theological sense after his conversidesas Christ. His
name is Paul. And the letter we have before uggsthis as he
takes a very hard line concerning the gospel afsi€rist.

He knows that to alter any aspect of the gosptel éssentially
create a different message which will not save [gefspm the
penalty of their sins. This is what we saw the lese we were
together.

GAL 1:6-7 “lI am astonished that you are so quiakdgerting the
one who called you by the grace of Christ and amaing to a
different gospel which is really no gospel at BWidently some
people are throwing you into confusion and arentyyto pervert
the gospel of Christ.”

The wrong message Kkills, it does not save. Ands@nyone to
decide that they don't like a certain aspect ofgbspel, or that
they think it could use some additions, Paul padgpunches when



explaining that his message of hope and life vatl tolerate any
such alterations, because God will not toleratenthe

GAL 1:8-9 “But even if we or an angel from heawstould
preach a gospel other than the one we preachesltdet him be
eternally condemned! As we have already said, solrsay again:
If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other tvaat you
accepted, let him be eternally condemned!”

Keep in mind that though Paul is the one writinig thtter it is the
Holy Spirit of God who is inspiring and thus delivey this
message both to the Galatians and us. It is GHimsself who is
sending this warning to the church and the wortd because He
is being some sort of ogre, but because He lovésausiuch to
give anything but the truth; the truth which allouwssto come into
a personal relationship with our God and Creator.

Paul is speaking to people who claim to be Chnsti&le is
speaking to people who claim to be leaders in theah who are
actually changing the essential message of wima¢&ns to be a
Christian. And so, this warning is warranted iattti you believe
and promote the wrong message you will be etermaliylemned,
because no other message will save.

This is common knowledge in the world with manyaaref life
and yet when it comes to the only way to God mesipfe outside
of the church want to change the rules. Can yowingsa flight
instructor teaching his pupils who want to fly titadoesn’t make
any difference how you get into the air and staydhas long as
you're sincere about it?

Can you imagine a brain surgeon taking the attitbdeit doesn’t
make any difference where you cut, or what you loeitause what
is really important is that you have compassionyfmir patient
and so any surgical procedure will do?

Tell that to someone who is just about to go urashersthesia.
Believe me they don’'t want to hear their doctoratety what end
to start on. The truth is the truth, whether itrglerstanding the
basics of flight or how the brain works.

But when it comes to our eternal destiny the tta®es on a much
more infinite weight. To suggest that it doesndka any
difference if we alter the gospel is like sayindaesn’'t make any
difference which end of a gun you use. Paul sayst powerfully,



those who would change the only gospel will beretidy
condemned.

Again, this is different from sharing the one tgaspel with an
unbeliever and then getting in their face with é-8ghteous
attitude as we condemn them. We condemn no ortey?W
Because people condemn themselves as God is themalwho
can condemn.

We certainly want to point out the consequencegjefting Christ
as Lord and Savior, but we don’t want to make pedpl that
we’re somehow better than them. Our job, as Garistis to love
people with the truth in an uncompromising way.

We are to be witnesses to the fact that all mersiareers
deserving God’s wrath, but Christ has died andhrfsem the dead
for sinners that they might be given life in Chtispugh faith
alone in Him. But even in that context this truttosld be
delivered in love and humbleness.

This is what Paul meant when writing to the Colassi

COL 4:5-6 “Be wise in the way you act toward odéss; make
the most of every opportunity. Let your conversatie always
full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you krayw how to
answer everyone.”

Meet people where they are and bring them intgtksence of
Christ with the true gospel, but do it in a way @hhunderstands
that everyone is different, and so we don’t wartate a cookie
cutter approach to sharing the gospel. Don't dltermessage, just
alter your approach and be real with people.

My point is that what Paul is writing in this lett® the Galatians
is not meant to be taken as open season on naweriwhere we
pounce on them if they don’t agree with us, btheate is
warning those in the church who dare to alter wieatis Christ
Himself delivered to His apostles.

Now, is Paul trying to earn brownie points herewtite Judaizers
in Galatia who would disagree with that positioliPlet him
answer that.

GAL 1:10 “Am I now trying to win the approval ofen, or of
God? Or am | trying to please men? If | were #tyling to please
men, | would not be a servant of Christ.”



Under whose authority does Paul submit when it cotoe¢he
gospel, men or God? Is Paul going to allow mentimidate him
when it comes to his message of hope? No. Whyaueche
loves people too much to give them a false hopeadhatse
message.

He’s not on some power trip here. In fact, he s&ysk I'm not a
servant of Christ because | need some recognitam fmen, or
that | need some position that will put me in fawath men.’

Paul understood his position before God and hemase than
okay with that. If people disagreed with his stapa the gospel it
didn’t make any difference to him as it relatedhi® confidence in
Christ. It certainly made a difference to him ttrety would be
lost; he grieved over such opposition to Christut, & didn’t shake
his trust in what he knew to be true.

And so, he wasn'’t a servant of Christ because bdetkthe
approval of men, unlike what we see in the chuoday, where to
advance the message of the gospel is often nedlbetause it
doesn't sell well. 1 mean if we tell people thia¢ reason Christ
came into the world as Savior is because men regdgsfrom the
penalty of sin, we could conceivably cause theiftigdo the next
channel.

And if we do that our ratings will go down, fewezqple will
contribute to our ministry and we could lose it dfley, if we
don't give people the truth in love because wefraid they will
be offended, then we have no business being instryror calling
ourselves ministers of the gospel.

That was Paul’s attitude. If he was going to leam-pleaser, and
by that he means someone who is only interestsdyimg what
will promote himself, so that no one will be offett] then there is
no reason for him to be a servant of Christ.

And by the way, even if you're not offensive in yapproach to
sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ, someone withyd be
offended. When we start telling people that themnly one way
to God, someone is going to take offense. Buktieno getting
away from what Christ clearly said.

JOH 14:6 “Jesus answered, "l am the way and tik &nd the
life. No one comes to the Father except through me.

Christ Jesus is either telling the truth or He’s. ndhis is not open
for debate. Christ is the gospel, and to changessage about



Christ is to change the unchangeable Son of Godhwtle®mes to
our salvation.

Paul would not tolerate this. And he would not egensider being
a servant of Christ if it meant becoming that $pai chameleon as
he was always trying to please men at the expeingeaoging the
gospel so as not to be seen as intolerant.

| always get a kick out of people who call Chrisfantolerant.
“You think in terms of black and white when it cosite Jesus
Christ.” And yet, when it comes to their beliefdhatever belief
they may hold, if you question them they then bezamolerant of
your perspective.

So, in our culture it's vogue to bash Christiang, don’t you dare
guestion whether or not homosexuals should be eaged to
change as they embrace Jesus Christ for the forgbseof their
sins. Don't you dare suggest that anyone with i@idiht belief
from yours is going to suffer eternal consequences.

My attitude is, ‘look, I'm just the messenger. Ity to be as loving
as possible. But at some point what I'm sayingtisee true or not.
It's either from the only true God or not. Your ptem is really
not with me, it's with God.’

‘If you reject it, that’s your choice, but that dwét change the
truth that God sent His Son into this world, whidé created, to
redeem men from their sin which separates peogpie t6od, and
then rose bodily from the dead to secure our Salvats we
embrace Him by faith.’

‘Buddha couldn’t and didn’t do that. Mohammed caticnd
didn’t do that. The gods of the New Age couldn'daan’t do that.
I’'m giving you a message of hope and life. It'siychoice. But
don’t think I'll be intimidated because you thirtlsipolitically
incorrect to give people God’s word which is etétnah.’

Christians have learned over the years who théeirsot really
are. But as I've said, the world is not reallyolerant with us,
they're intolerant of God. And yet, this same Gags, | still love
them and desire for them to come into a persomatioaship with
me. And so, that needs to be our attitude.

We don’t want to be men pleasers, we want to be [ikeasers.
And if it means that to please God we must loveuthievely then
we need to be willing to do that. If it means tttaplease God we



need to take the unadulterated message of Chtiisétaorld in
love then we need to be willing to do that.

This is Paul’'s heart. He was a servant of ChristuHderstood that
to be a Christian is synonymous with being a sdreaour Lord.
Unfortunately, in our world today, there has bd&a move toward
thinking that being a Christian is being free frany responsibility
toward loving and serving and obeying Christ.

This could not be further from the truth. The idleat a Christian
can receive an eternal gift from God and thenrsit avas as
foreign to Paul as it was to Christ Himself.

MAT 5:14-16 "You are the light of the world. A gibn a hill
cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a langb@ut it under a
bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gilight to everyone
in the house. In the same way, let your light sliafore men, that
they may see your good deeds and praise your Hatheaven.”

Letting our light shine before men is not limit@dsome cute
bumper sticker we put on our cars. | have notlaiggnst
Christian bumper stickers, but there is more toGhéstian life
than that. If we have light in Christ then it otigh shine on
everyone around us.

And believe me there is a great deal of resporitsilith
possessing the light of Christ, because sometihadight doesn’t
just passively burn like some forgotten bulb whitlmines the
front door of our homes.

Sometimes our Lord wants our light to expose th&rdsss; the
darkness of sin in the people of this world who'tlbave the light
of Christ, but who need it.

And we must always have the attitude that if weligke then we
don’t have the option to turn it on and off at gaod pleasure.

EPH 5:8-11 “For you were once darkness, but noware light in
the Lord. Live as children of light (for the fruwf the light consists
in all goodness, righteousness and truth) anddirtdvhat pleases
the Lord.Have nothing to do with the fruitless deefildarkness...’

y

We have not been called to be men pleasers irr eithat we say
or do. That doesn’'t mean we can't please peopleciyg loving to
them or wanting to meet their needs, or even wgrttrget along,
but when it comes to either promoting or not pranmthe truth of
the gospel when given the opportunity, that isarobption.



And for Paul, he could not even conceive of speptiis life as a
servant of Christ and compromising the only messhagesaves.
The reason for this is because he knows where #dssage came
from; the very throne of God.

GAL 1:11-12 *“l want you to know, brothers, thaethospel |
preached is not something that man made up. lalideteive it
from any man, nor was | taught it; rather, | reeeit by
revelation from Jesus Christ.”

What Paul is saying here is that the gospel wasneated in some
committee room, it was not created by some zeahat decided
we needed another religion. In fact, no persordchave
conceived of this. And the reason we know thisyisvhat every
other religion on the face of this planet has dayisince the fall of
man.

Do you realize that every religion that has evearbeonceived has
had some form of works oriented approach to GodRe®&ll the
major religions of the world, outside of true Chasity, and you
will find that each of those religions demands sdamen of
working your way to heaven as they perceive it.

Let’s take Buddhism. Though classic Buddhism d#fieom the
Western brand of Buddhism in this country the mammponent
still involves reincarnation. The whole concept&hcarnation is
that what you do in this life determines how yoaxkmlife will turn
out. Your good works versus your bad works deteemvhere
your future lies.

Islam. The one book which defines Islam is theafofThe
Koran rejects the notion of redemption, [in otheres, someone
else paying your debt on your behalf]; salvatiopedels on a
man’s actions and attitudes. However, tauba, (wisi¢heir
understanding of repentance) can quickly turn alnnean toward
the virtue that will save him. So, Islam does naidrout the
possibility of salvation through the work of Godtlmvites man to
accept God’s guidance.” (The Spirit of Truth ahd Spirit of
Error 2, compiled by Steven Cory)

We could go down the list of hundreds, and morelyikthousands
of different religions ranging from modern day sulke
Mormonism, to Jehovah’s Witnesses, to all of thpytar New
Age beliefs and religions like the Unity church,r8han Science,
and Yoga, along with the more bizarre like witclicead
Satanism.



Every one of these religions promote a form of gaoaks to
reach the goal of each respective religion, whetet’'s reaching
some form of heaven or some form of utopia hereath. There
is no other religious belief in existence whichgals our eternal
future squarely on the shoulders of a gracious Wl does for us
what we could not do ourselves.

This is what distinguishes Christianity from evetier religion.
And here we need to be careful because Christiaaityot be
seen as one religion among many, any more thansfmdow can
be the equivalent of you.

Simply because someone claims to have a differagttev God
does not make it so. There is only one way to Gutlthat is
through God the Creator. To suggest that any otiemsage can
save is to be deceived. This is Paul's messagés tédling us that
he received this message from the Creator.

In fact, this was the point he made to the Gredksnahe visited
Athens. He walked through the Areopagus and nottleof the
idols they made to their gods and then came tadibieof the
unknown god and concluded that they were at |lgaesh ¢o the
possibility that there may be a god out there tihey don’t know
of.

ACT 17:22-32 “Paul then stood up in the meetinghef
Areopagus and said: "Men of Athens! | see thawvergway you
are very religious. For as | walked around andkéabcarefully at
your objects of worship, | even found an altar witls inscription:
TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. Now what you worship as somethin
unknown | am going to proclaim to you. "The God whade the
world and everything in it is the Lord of heaverdaarth and does
not live in temples built by hands. And he is setved by human
hands, as if he needed anything, because he higigesf all men
life and breath and everything else. From one heamade every
nation of men, that they should inhabit the whasgle and he
determined the times set for them and the exaceplahere they
should live. God did this so that men would seek And perhaps
reach out for him and find him, though he is notffam each one
of us. 'For in him we live and move and have oundpéAs some
of your own poets have said, "We are his offsprifidherefore
since we are God's offspring, we should not thivet the divine
being is like gold or silver or stone - an imagedmay man's
design and skill. In the past God overlooked sgdioiance, but
now he commands all people everywhere to repenth&has set



a day when he will judge the world with justicetbe man he has
appointed. He has given proof of this to all mendaging him
from the dead.”" When they heard about the restioreof the
dead, some of them sneered, but others said, "Wetawdear you
again on this subject.”

Paul does not start out by trashing their godsisHtespectful of
their position though he would never agree withmthBut in
coming alongside them he was allowed to share Wwiswnhe true
God and Creator is; the same God who sent His i8orthe world
to redeem us and proved it through His resurrection

At this point many of them made a decision to refee
genuineness of who this one true God is. Butagtlthey heard it.
Their gods, like all of the religions in our wottiaday, depend on
our ability to appease God so as to be the leéstsife to Him.

And this by the way is the reason every persogligious whether
they subscribe to any formal religion or not. Everg has a
religion. The atheist is religious. Their religiathat they have no
god. They believe it as they defend it and thewnghdat. Why do
you think there is no prayer in public schools titla

A very zealous and religious atheist by the namigladeline
Murray O’Hare decided she didn’t want Christianygtain our
schools and went to the U.S. Supreme Court to fleadeligious
beliefs. Unfortunately, our court systems choskedoome
legislative branches and ruled in favor of elimingtprayer from
school as they declared it was unconstitutional.

This of course, places the framers of our congtitun a very
precarious position since they all believed thatypr to God was
not something to be taken out of any place inifitduding politics
or the public domain. They were not all Christidmst most of
them understood the need for prayer to God.

So, to suggest that changing the message of the e¥@od, or
simply ignoring it, does not have far reaching rfézations for our
world, and more importantly for Christ’'s churchtasbe very short
sighted at best and deceived at worst.

But since Paul understood that religion, be itfbrsner religion of
Judaism, or the religions of the world in the gtu=sy created, was
a man-made attempt to reach God, he had compassipaople
because he met the God who reached out to him.



It was this God and Creator who gave him the messéabope
and peace and reconciliation. And since ther@isther God,
there can be no other message of hope to be rdunitaur
Creator.

But notice that when Paul says in verses 11 artidizhe didn’t
receive this message of hope from man he infetshéheeceived it
from God. And notice who gave him this messagesnse 12.

GAL 1:12 “l did not receive it from any man, noasv| taught it;
rather, | received it by revelation from Jesus €ititi

This is unmistakable language which equates Gaad Jasus
Christ. And of course, the reason for this is bsealesus Christ is
fully God. Jesus Christ is the Son of God who it throne of
glory to come into this world as a man and paypealty due to
man. And so, our Lord Jesus is none other thay &bd and

fully man.

And so, when Paul met the risen Jesus on the mBdmascus he
is saying that he met the Lord God, the only Saefdhis world.

This personal revelation Paul speaks of here irteuris a
revelation from the same Jesus who walked amonglisicsples
and who, after His resurrection, told His disciptlest He would
return in the same way He left as He ascended toattle Father.

In other words, Paul is saying that he didn’t reeghis message
from the other apostles. He didn’t receive it frAmanias. He
didn’t receive it from the believers in Damascuke Teason that
Paul makes this point is that the Judaizers in ti@aleere trying to
undermine Paul’s gospel of pure grace, along wghapostleship.

They were trying to draw the distinction that tlesgel they were
promoting, which included the addition of the lamas a gospel
the apostles in Jerusalem would have promoted, énergh they
didn't.

What we’ll see as we go through this letter is ®atil is going to
defend his position on the gospel as having redesvgpecial
revelation from Christ which the apostles did iotfagree with.

But in telling these Judaizers in Galatia thatdmeived the gospel
by Jesus Christ Himself he is also showing thelse f@achers that
the message they are promoting is a message deédigmaen as
they were taught by other men. Paul did not suborsuch
teaching of mere men when it came to the gosp&dehes.



This is one of the reasons you and | can be sadsmtfin our
faith. Here was a man bent on the destruction@ttiurch of
Christ, and now after having met Him on the roa@®#mnascus
Paul does a 180 degree turn. Why? Because tke aplostles
convinced him into the kingdom? No. Because heauas
opened up to Paul and he saw for himself what séare for you
and me in Christ.

We’'re not part of some religious movement. We'ré aro
alternative to every other religion in this worlife have the real
thing. And we ought to be living it out in this idas we bring
them the same message Jesus Christ personallyaqbie
apostles including the apostle Paul.

The apostles were there. They were faithful witaeds the truth
of who Jesus Christ is. This is not a message mpde the minds
of sinful men. This is a message found in the Masgiho actually
came into this world to redeem us and bring us lraicka
peaceful relationship with Himself.

This is something to rejoice in. This is somethivggneed to be
sharing with the world. And by God’s grace we aad will as the
Lord uses us to bring this message to those whwidieut a true
hope.



