Ephesians 1:4a "Did God Choose Us, Or Did We Ciaébm?"

Sometimes in our prayers we will come before Gatl ask that
He bless us or that He might bless others we pmayAnd there's
nothing wrong in asking God for such blessingsnd Aet it's
always important to keep in mind that God has dlyddessed us.
He has already given to us all things in Chrisb. bE "in Christ"
speaks of a union which cannot be broken, a relship that
affects our whole life, with Christ being the saaiaf our salvation
and blessings.

And so when we pray, God bless us, it's not asghowe are
without God's blessing. We simply may not seebileesing which
already exist, or we may not recognize the blessiagossess.

The verse we ended with last week sheds somediglttis.

EPH 1:3 "Praise be to the God and Father of oud lesus
Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realitiisevery
spiritual blessing in Christ."

He has blessed us with every spiritual blessinghnst. You
know, the irony here is that this verse is addrsse&hristians all
over the world in every age. Christians in commtu@hina, who
are being persecuted for their faith, and who heotling in the
way of material things, have the same promise dtineperson
has in the United States who have all their mdtagads met.

How often we forget that there are Christians wheehnothing,
materially speaking, and yet have every spiritlessing in the
heavenly places in Christ. How soon we forget spattual
blessings are the blessings that ultimately meamtbst.

We complain if our cable goes out for a few minuteshe
automatic ice machine quits, when in parts of teldvtoday
people don't have fresh water to drink becausevéiks have dried
up or they have no place to lay their head becthesgve lost their
home to an earthquake in some remote part of telwo

We need to reevaluate what blessings God wants emnisider as
a priority in our lives. | suspect that had Padaived a shiny new
chariot to cruise around the world in he would Inate given it as
much importance as what he is about to speak thieimest of this
chapter.



Can we praise God for material blessings? Of eguasd we
should. But when we focus on the material as "theasure of
what a blessing should be then we've already igkt ef the
eternal significance of these blessings spoken wérse three.

God wants us to see past this world and the thohgss world as
He desires for us to view all things from an etéaspect. It's
when we begin to see the world through God's dyaisie see
blessings coming from His hand that we couldn'tegouldn't
recognize if we were only focused on this world.

2CO0 4:18 "So we fix our eyes not on what is séehpon what is
unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but whatssen is
eternal.”

| was talking to my wife a couple of days ago abbut Elliot, the
missionary who went to share the gospel with theaAlmdians in
Ecuador. He was a man who spent his life prepaadrgp down to
South America to share Christ. When he was in \Wime@ollege
he would only eat fruits and vegetables thinkinaf this is the
only kind of food that would be available to hime Mould often
spend up to eight hours a day in prayer and méatitain God's
word. He wanted to be prepared.

He was fully aware of the dangers of going intoitireer jungle
and yet he was compelled by the Spirit to go. ¥&e@re spent
getting ready for this day to make contact with Auea Indians.
For days they would fly over the region where thelieved the
Indians were encamped and they would drop blardaedgifts to
pave the way.

On that fateful day when they actually landed ardiencontact
they felt that this was now the time when Christlgdoless their
efforts and bring these people to Christ. Jim Etidd his wife
that if they didn't contact them by a certain titme&ome look for
them.

The time went by and search parties were sent Dy found the
bodies of all five men speared to death. No surgivdears later
Jim's wife Elisabeth Elliot actually went back iel with the
Auca'sand to bring the gospel to them. Many wared.

But the nagging thought still remained with her.ydd they Kkill
those men who only wanted to befriend the IndiaB&® learned
33 years later, when the wife of one of the mearretd to the
scene of the killings. She met a woman named Dawegn-ager



at the time of the killings, who was part of thecauribe and knew
the story.

It turned out that since the Auca's never worehestthey had no
concept of what a pocket was. When Jim Elliot hisdoarty met
up with these Indians everything was actually gaieg well,
according to Dawa, until one of the men pulled atpgraph out of
their pants pocket of a young Auca girl who had auray from the
tribe. He took the photo out to see if they recagdiher.

Suddenly everything turned ugly. The picture wasg@ged as one
of their tribe who had been eaten by this white auagh was now
being taken out of his body. They killed the missioes. But
thenDawa, this Indian woman, then sharedthat am#relay dead
on the beach the tribe suddenly saw bright liglatshing all
around them over the tops of the trees and theyasavwge group
of people singing. They were terrified and rankdactheir
villages.

It wasn't until five years later when the gospeswatually given
to this tribe that they all remembered that heayeoéne and then
knew that God was there in their midst. Dawa was afthe first
to believe on the Lord Jesus and many others wersaipded that
this God was the one true God and His Son |lovea #r@ough to
die for their sins, even though they had killedsthenissionaries.

Where was the blessing? Was it in Jim Elliot aisdparty being
killed for their faith? Yes and no. The familsmere grieved over
the loss. And yet it was the direct result of Sioeéath which
inspired many more missionaries to go out intofigsle to do the
work of the gospel. Many Indians in that regiomesto know
Christ precisely because of the work Jim Ellioteregot to do.

We may never understand the why's of God, but wiendav that
God's ways are not always our ways. We have albtéssings we
need in Christ and we simply need to trust thatdwer God
blesses we are willing to see His Sovereign hantd in

But as Paul continues in this letter he beginddoygn these
blessings which every believer possesses. Theshaldessings
which are unmistakable and should cause our heastsar no
matter what else is going on in our lives.

Look at the first blessing Paul addresses in ERH"Eor he chose
us in him before the creation of the world to bé/lamd blameless
in his sight."



The focus of this text is on the cause of electi@od - and its
purpose - that Christians be holy and blamelessrééfim in
Christ.

Though the object of God's love and election is &iteings this
verse is primarily about God, Who is Sovereign, @it shows
us why He should be praised. God is at work, plagaind
drawing people to Himself in Christ. Election isge in action.

What a fantastic spiritual blessing from God. Hese us in
Christ before the foundations of the world. Do ymow what that
means? Before man was created, before he sinefmielyou and
| ever came into existence, from all of eternityd@hose us to
spend our lives with Him forever more.

That is amazing. Some people would think that &iber creating
man was taken by surprise when man sinned andbilrelbord
went to plan "B" to fix this problem. No, that'strwhat our
Sovereign God did. Before anything came into exisé He chose
us. He knew us by name, if you will, and then jpsigal that in
time He would send His Son to redeem us, so thatewed be
with Him.

But even as He chose us, we also see that thefSaodovas
chosen to come into this world, which was not yetited, to die
for the penalty of our sin. This is what Petead\ says.

1PE 1:18-21 "For you know that it was not withigleable things
such as silver or gold that you were redeemed theempty way
of life handed down to you from your forefathelsjt with the
precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemishdefect. He was
chosen before the creation of the world, but waesaked in these
last times for your sake. Through him you belieav&od, who
raised him from the dead and glorified him, angor faith and
hope are in God."

How can this be? How can God make plans to redeem if
men have not been created? Isn't that a bit prerefatisn't that
like God having no trust in mankind to make théntidecision?

It isn't a matter of God having no trust in mais, & matter of
God's Sovereign choice to do what pleases Him. Keegnd that
God is all-knowing. He knew man would sin and iletgave man
everything he needed to make the right choice pleed man in a
perfect environment. He gave man a perfect natubetable to
make this choice for God.



And yet man sinned. But God had already been pedp&rom
eternity, to come to man's rescue. Nothing taked I8 surprise.
And the love of God is infinite in its scope to thaint that He
would love us knowing we would reject Him.

To suggest that God has not planned all thingsrdotgpto the
counsel of His will is to limit God, who is limitss. When we
come to a teaching like this we are prone to astergaestions
than mere humans can ever answer. But the ong wWerdon't
want to lose sight of is that this is deemed amelespiritual
blessing by Paul who is speaking on behalf of Gdth wants us
to ponder His great love for us.

We simply cannot get around the fact that God clusse Christ
before the foundations of the world. Actually tbaght to be a
great blessing to each of us. To think that Clmdst you and me
in mind and on His heart, while on that cross, nsak salvation
much more personal.

But what does it mean to be chosen? Interestieighugh Paul
doesn't give any lengthy explanation here. He Birsgates it as a
fact to be embraced by faith by each of us. BetSbriptures
continually put this teaching forth in both Old aNdw
Testaments.

The first choice God makes of a person is seeharGarden of
Eden. Now keep in mind that God had known Adanoigethe
foundation of the world as well. And so when Goelated him He
was creating someone who was chosen to be pladbdtiGarden
to represent all of man-kind.

Adam did not volunteer to be put into that Gardé&alam did not
physically exist until God created him, taking bBssence from the
dust of the ground. He then breathed into his iestnd gave him
life; not just physical life, but spiritual life agell. Adam had a
spirit which God gave him, designed, ultimatelyspend eternity
with God in a resurrected physical body.

We see God making choices all throughout the Oktareent. He
chose Isaac's son Jacob to be the one through Wieseed of the
Messiah would come. He could have chosen EsalHéutidn't.
Why? Because it pleased God to make His choice,wds Jacob.

In fact, when Paul wrote to the church in Rome twaight this
very thing up when he wrote in ROM 9:10-16 .... BRkah's
children had one and the same father, our fatlaaclsyet, before



the twins were born or had done anything good dr-ba order
that God's purpose in election might stand:not byk& but by him
who calls - she was told, "The older will serve yloeinger.” (Gen.
25:23) Just as it is written: "Jacob | loved, baak | hated.” (Mal.
1:2,3) What then shall we say? Is God unjust?atiall! For he
says to Moses, "l will have mercy on whom | haveapeand |
will have compassion on whom | have compassioEXo@us
33:19) It does not, therefore, depend on man'sealesieffort, but
on God's mercy."

It's usually at this point we humans have a tengémcecoil at
such an idea that God will dispense mercy and geatis own
Sovereign discretion. Paul knew this was a proldegsn in his
day which is why he raises the question and thécklyuanswers
it: "What then shall we say? Is God unjust? NatlHt

If God is the One who made us, then why can't Gallexthoices
where He doesn't consult with us? Even God allesv® choose
our own mates. To exercise such choice demonsttaées/e are
free moral agents created in God's image who i©theewho
chooses according to His will.

This leads us to how God chooses. | mean, dodsakiesome list
of criteria which He goes down to see if we wouddgood
choices? Does He see some intrinsic good in amg ahd
exclaim before eternity, this would be a great cb®@i

How many good people did God see in eternity pa8tl, Paul
also addressed this when writing to the churcham® ROM
3:10-12"As it is written: "There is no one rightspnot even one;
there is no one who understands, no one who seed#s @l have
turned away, they have together become worthlasse is no one
who does good, not even one."

| thought we were talking about God who has blessedith
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly place€lmist. This
sounds like a drag. This sounds like no one desexycome into
Christ's Kingdom. This sounds rather hopeless.

That's the point. None of us deserve to spendigtexith our
Creator. None of us deserve to be the recipien@oaf's love and
favor. But God has chosen to bring a people to diftespite
themselves.

Take Abraham for instance. What was so lovely abautn living
in the land of Ur of the Chaldees whose father,faand possibly



himself, served other gods? Why did God choose diraand not
someone else?

Through Abraham Israel was birthed. What was seljoabout
Israel? The nation Israel came about as the rektld brothers
selling their brother Joseph into slavery. These/onderful
quality. That certainly qualifies them to be choséiiod.

They end up spending some 400 years in Egypt. Miithat time
they had forgotten their God, until God raised upskk to lead
them out. Why did God even bother? Actually thensramight
surprise most of us.

DEU 7:7-8 "The LORD did not set his affection oruyjésrael]

and choose you because you were more numeroustitam
peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoplest iBwas because
the LORD loved you and kept the oath he swore to yo
forefathers that he brought you out with a mighaypdh and
redeemed you from the land of slavery, from the grooé Pharaoh
king of Egypt.”

God loved Israel and chose them because He chdsestthem.
They too were chosen before the foundation of thddito be a
people for God. He chose Abraham and promised hanthrough
his seed there would be a multitude who would ctnora him and
would be blessed

Part of that multitude was Israel. But that mutiguvas never
meant to be limited to nations possessing land.nitikétudes God
has chosen include every person who has or eveemibrace
Christ by faith.

But God's choice of us had nothing to do with hoawbuld see
us in the future as wanting to embrace Christ. Rebsz, we were
chosen before the foundation of the world "in Ciiris

We weren't chosen because of some future eveneoung our
faith. Keep in mind, this salvation is a "gift" froGod in which
none of us can boast. If God chose us based onkiéhatould see
us doing in the future, then that would not be wered a
Sovereign choice. In fact, that would be no chaitall since we
were the ones who determined how He would act.

In that case He would simply be reacting to sonngtiiie saw us
do. That could hardly be considered predestinairorhoosing us
before the foundations of the world. We aren'iodtiely chosen of



God because we will believe. We believe because/@re chosen
by God.

The initiative is always Gods, based on His gr&agvation is not
some accident or after-thought on the part of Gell's purpose is
always to draw humanity to Himself. God's purpasmbted in

the depths of His nature which is His love. Gothiskind of God
who actively and sovereignly loves and seeks alpdopa
relationship.

Now all of this may sound as though we had nothingo with our
choice. And it may sound somewhat fatalistic faurttess others
out there in the world who need to come to Chbst,who
apparently have no say in what they will do withri€h

This just isn't the case. You see, God sovereigraiges a choice
to bring people into His kingdom and yet He alseeseignly
chooses to provide the means to that end. Pawgdtins out when
writing to the Thessalonians.

2TH 2:13 "But we ought always to thank God for ybrgthers
loved by the Lord, because from the beginning Guuke you to
be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spind through
belief in the truth. 14 He called you to this thgh our gospel, that
you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus &ititi

The means to receive this eternal life is throughwork of the
Spirit as we believe in the truth of the Gospelirfd in Christ,
which people, like Paul and others down throughettes, have
proclaimed.

If you won't believe you won't be saved. | like thay Pastor
Chuck describes this dilemma when talking abouetliebers who
would throw it up in his face. They would say, thew do | know
I'm chosen of God? And his answer is simply, belien the Lord
Jesus Christ and you will be saved.

You see it's not as though this message isn't nieaatl men.
This is where divisions have come up in the chanadr the years.
They argue over the result of election and questiba is elect.
Some say, only certain ones are elect and theraforeatter what
we do, or don't do, they will come to Christ. Otheay all men
everywhere are given the chance to come to Chitstlzat
election is a fabrication of those who would takesétist attitude.

But what does the word of God teach?



ROM 8:7 "the sinful mind is hostile to God. It dasst submit to
God's law, nor can it do so."

JOH 6:44 "No one can come to me unless the Fathersent me
draws him, and | will raise him up at the last day.

JOH 8:43 "Why is my language not clear to you? Bseayou are
unable to hear what | say. 47 He who belongs td ka&ars what

God says. The reason you do not hear is that yowotibelong to

God."

JER 13:23 "Can the Ethiopian change his skin otabpard its
spots? Neither can you do good who are accustomeding
evil."

It seems pretty clear to me that only God is ablehtange the heart
of a person and it seems just as clear that oolsetichosen before
the foundation of the world will ultimately benefirom God's
grace.

The problem is not having access to the truthptbblem is an
inability on the part of sinful men to see theieddor salvation.
They are, as Paul puts it in Eph.2:1, "dead" itr lhespasses and
sins.

But what about passages like LUK 19:10 "For the &oldan
came to seek and to save what was lost."

What was lost? Part of humanity, or all of humahity

JOH 1:29 "The next day John saw Jesus coming toknardind
said, "Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away timeogithe
world!"

Is the word world all inclusive here or rather ddesgpeak to
saving men from every tribe and language and pespieh would
certainly include men from the entire world? Ifithés an elect
company called out by God from the world then itestainly
acceptable to say that the He came into the whdtiHe loved to
save all men from every corner that He chose.

I mean, if Christ took away the sin of the entirerld why are
people still held accountable for their sin if thagn't believe?
Either He paid the price or He didn't. Either Hesath and
resurrection was effectual or it wasn't.

But then the protest is that, of course Christ dagdhe sins of the
entire world, but each individual has to believat Bis brings us



right back to the dilemma that according to Paaterare none
who seek after God, there are none who do goodymet

If men are dead in their trespasses and sins ttiegnare not half
dead with some spark of life in them which enaliiesn to
believe. They are dead as dead can be. Dead mérbdbeve, in
fact dead men don't do much of anything.

This doesn't mean that the command for all meepemt and
believe is some empty command. But from the Alnyght
Sovereign God's perspective setting the standardoi@ men are
to be saved through faith in Christ alone doesyate the
inability of men to believe, it only shows how sih§in really is. It
is grace and grace alone that will determine winesli

As we read in Romans 9:15-16 For he says to MOs®glLL
HAVE MERCY ON WHOM | HAVE MERCY, AND | WILL
HAVE COMPASSION ON WHOM | HAVE COMPASSION." So
then it does not depend on the man who wills ontae who runs,
but on God who has mercy.

But immediately we say that isn't fair. Why wouldd>choose to
save some but not all? Well, Paul has an answeh&bras well.

Romans 9:19-21 You will say to me then, "Why dbesstill find
fault? For who resists His will?" On the contramho are you, O
man, who answers back to God? The thing moldednetllsay to
the molder, "Why did you make me like this," wilPiOr does not
the potter have a right over the clay, to make ftbensame lump
one vessel for honorable use and another for comuse®

The mercy that God shows to men is entirely upita.Hhere is a
tendency to speak to man's free will and yet tietiee propensity
to divorce that same courtesy to our Almighty God.

God doesn't simply make man savable, He actuatyeffiectually
saves those whom the Father gives to the Son.

John 6:37 "All that the Father gives Me will coroeMe, and the
one who comes to Me, | will certainly not cast but.

Who are the one's who come to Christ? All thatRhther gives to
Christ.

John 6:44 "No one can come to Me unless the Fathersent Me
draws him; and | will raise him up on the last day.



Man's inability to come to Christ because he isldeavercome
by the only One who can draw us to Himself, and lilazarus who
is given new life "before" he responded to the c@ndito come
out of the tomb, God's elect are born from abowkragenerated
to life by the Spirit and enabled by God to comeafuwdarkness
and into the light of the gospel through faith inriSt alone.

To ask, 'how much is God's part and how much is'snzart’, is
misguided. It assumes that human beings and Gogaieng in
some synergistic way. The truth is that salvatgaritirely a work
of God in which human beings are involved. God rel@gt, but
He doesn't believe for us.

All men are called to personally repent and beliewel God's
elect will, and He will raise us up on the last day

Paul is worshipping God in this letter to the Epaies because he
knows he deserves nothing from Christ. He knowd tivd has
chosen him and he knows this is a blessing from i@ &hrist.

If anyone here wonders if they're elect and chasé&hrist before
the foundations of the world | would simply encaygayou to
consider, in whom have you trusted? If you trullidae on the
Lord Jesus Christ, you are chosen, because yan éxerist. And
you are in Christ because you were chosen befereotindations
of the world.

This should encourage our hearts, because we weldeen
chosen before the foundation of the world, and hmeheved on
Christ, are assured that we will be with Him aftes world is long
gone to enjoy Him forever in the new heavens andeeth in our
glorified bodies.

In this way, God gets all the glory and that betgHIim
exclusively. Praise God that everyone who trulyergp and calls
on the name of the Lord will be saved. And praisel ®gether
with Paul who tells us in ROM 8:29 "For those Godeknew he
also predestined to be conformed to the likenessso$on, that he
might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 ke he
predestined, he also called; those he called,duejastified; those
he justified, he also glorified.”

God is active, yesterday, today and forever, itiitgaHis love to
us. Life is about a relationship with God and ogh@&eing in
Christ is another way to talk about His Lordshipd &ow all that
we do unto His glory personally involves Him. Thieutch is a



community of changed people, with new naturesng\out their
relationship to God before the world. Our God Sa& to be
praised. All blessings flow from Him.

Rejoice that your names were written in heavenredtoe
foundation of the world, not because you or | deseit, but
because God is gracious in bringing us into Hisgdom and
giving us life in His Son; life which all may habg believing on
Him alone for salvation.



