Ephesians 1:1 Introduction

This morning we start a new study in the letteths Ephesian
church. Klyne Snodgrass in his commentary on Ephessitates
that: "Pound for pound” [this] may well be the mipdluential
document ever written. Within the history of Chiasity, only the
Psalms, the Gospel of John, and Romans have beestsonental
in shaping the life and thought of Christians...."

He goes on to say, "This letter is the most contaary book in
the Bible. Apart from a few terms and the treatnedrslavery,
Ephesians could have been written to a modern bhitrdescribes
human beings, their predicament, sin, and delusiohmuch more
it describes God's reaching out to people to réeraad transform
them into a new society. It describes the power'&8girit gives
for living. It shows who we really are without Cétrand who we
become both individually and corporately with Chtis

The first three chapters deal with the grace of @bith is
bestowed on His people. There's a great deal dfide®r
teaching in these chapters about the way in whioth @es this,
from our salvation to our sanctification. But gras¢he over-
arching theme as He describes this new life we a@hrist.

EPH 1:7 "In him we have redemption through hiodlahe
forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riabfeSod's grace..."

EPH 2:8 "For it is by grace you have been savedugh faith -
and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of G&d not by works,
so that no one can boast."

Grace is the unmerited favor which God bestowsifiulsmen.
There is nothing that we deserve from God exceptjlitigment
and wrath. He owes us nothing. And yet He hasemhdo love
and unlovely people as ourselves so that we shdtisilife and
fellowship.

We see this clearly in EPH 2:4-5 "But becausei®fjreat love

for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us aliveh\Christ even
when we were dead in transgressions - it is byeggyac have been
saved."

This is an amazing letter of hope and encouragerasmwell as
exhortation, to take this grace and live in thatcgrto the glory of
God, not for our own self-interests.



I would encourage you to read through this enéteet in one
sitting at a time, and do it several times overdberse of this
study, and ask the Holy Spirit to open your heanis minds that
He would encourage you to see more clearly whal $psaks of
in the following passage.

EPH 3:17-19 "so that Christ may dwell in your hgednrough
faith. And | pray that you, being rooted and essdigd in love,
may have power, together with all the saints, ssgrhow wide
and long and high and deep is the love of Chasig to know this
love that surpasses knowledge - that you may leelfib the
measure of all the fullness of God."

This is to be our life; one which sees clearly@w who gives
grace, and then to live in that grace day by daedding on Him
for everything to His glory.

Over the years some commentators have debatedtinaship of
this letter; some suggesting that it was not thesde Paul, but
rather a contemporary of Paul who copied much efetter to the
Colossians, since the comparison between the titeydas
uncanny.

However, there is no sound biblical evidence thatilel suggest
anyone else but the apostle Paul as the one wheegehis letter.
As to the destination of this letter, most wouldesgthat the
Ephesian church is the recipient. And yet even texee is no
little discussion because in the oldest manusctifgsiame
Ephesus is not included, even though in almostyesttrer
manuscript it is.

And so for this reason many believe it to be autacletter meant
to be delivered to all the churches in the Asiadfiarea,
including all seven churches we see in the bodRexfelation;
Ephesus being one of those.

And yet most of the early church fathers make ssfee to this
letter being addressed to the Ephesians. Thisdvwatl preclude it
being circulated to the rest of the churches iratiea, but we
cannot say with any certainty that it was not djpeadly addressed
to these Christians in Ephesus.

The time of the writing of this letter is placedand A.D.60, and
Paul was in Rome at the time as a prisoner. Inifelobth chapters
3:1 and 4:1 he opens those paragraphs, "I Paylritbener of
Christ Jesus"; "I therefore the prisoner of thedor



Paul never stopped doing the work of Christ, dedpit
circumstances. It's a testimony to how any ofarsstill serve the
Lord even if our circumstances in life would trystop such work.
God can use us wherever we are and in whateveatisituwe find
ourselves. But the grace and strength of God &t wie must rely
on to accomplish anything for Him.

It should be noted that Paul did have a tie to Epbe Between
A.D.53-56 Paul spent a little over two years in &glrs.

ACT 19:1;7-10 "While Apollos was at Corinth, Paoibk the road
through the interior and arrived at Ephesus. Theréound some
disciples..... There were about twelve men inRdlul entered the
synagogue and spoke boldly there for three moatigsiing
persuasively about the kingdom of God. But somthem became
obstinate; they refused to believe and publiclyigmd the Way.
So Paul left them. He took the disciples with himd dad
discussions daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannu3his went on

for two years, so that all the Jews and Greekslwkd in the
province of Asia heard the word of the Lord."

By the way the phrase "lecture hall" of Tyrannuschtthe NIV
uses would be better translated school; the safobyrannus.
This was a place where many philosophers and teaeroild
come and assemble their disciples to learn whathiad to teach.

In all likelihood Paul had to rent the space. thase advocates of
the church today who want to only meet in hometgaghe early
church did, here's one instance where the chusthmakt in a
rented school for two years. And so meeting igddvuildings to
accommodate more people is not unbiblical; ancheeis meeting
in homes.

The city of Ephesus was located in the area ofvbidd we know
today as the western tip of Turkey. In those dayss referred to
as Asia. R.C. Sproul notes that "The book of Rat@h speaks of
Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Feitplad, and
Laodecia. These seven cities were arranged artbvenarban hub
of the province with Ephesus occupying a stratggiat......

Ephesus itself was the gateway to Asia. It wakettouth of the
important Cayster River [which flowed into the AageSea.]
Waterways were crucial links of transportation anchmerce
before the advent of mechanized travel. A highvealthesus also
served as a hub for caravan travel. In ancienttyistee Greeks and



the Romans both vied for control of Ephesus becafige
strategic military and commercial location......

..... Ephesus was famous for its great temple, aslioithe
goddess Diana (or Artemis in the Greek). The terjdama was
one of the 7 wonders of the world. It was 425 fedéngth. [That's
almost one and a half football fields]. Its widtasv220 feet. Its
chief attraction however was an image of Diana saithve fallen
directly from heaven to earth. The temple was quifay among
pagans that Ephesus emerged as the religious cérakAsia."

And so it should be little wonder that when Pawvgéd up in
Ephesus in the early 50's that he met with suclosippn from the
locals as he preached the Gospel of Jesus Chhigthwstated in no
uncertain terms, there are no gods but one andisthiz God
revealed in Jesus Christ who is fully God and fatign and who
rose bodily from the dead.

Keep in mind that Ephesus had a great thing goémmany ways
it was a tourist town as people from all over Asaane to pay
homage to Diana. They would buy statues and trsntedated to
Diana. It was an entrepreneurs dream. There merehants all
over the city selling anything and everything rethto Diana.

When Paul came to town the Lord used him to mikacsly heal
people and cast out demons and many came to batielis
Savior, Jesus Christ; and so, many of these Ephestachants
thought they were going to be put out of business.

ACT 19:23-28 "About that time there arose a gdesturbance
about the Way. A silversmith named Demetrius, wiaale silver
shrines of Artemis, brought in no little businessthe craftsmen.
He called them together, along with the workmereiated trades,
and said: "Men, you know we receive a good incoromfthis
business. And you see and hear how this fellow Rasiiconvinced
and led astray large numbers of people here in &shand in
practically the whole province of Asia. He say< timan-made
gods are no gods at all. There is danger not drltydur trade will
lose its good name, but also that the temple oftkat goddess
Artemis will be discredited, and the goddess héradlo is
worshiped throughout the province of Asia and tloelay will be
robbed of her divine majesty." When they heard, thisy were
furious and began shouting: "Great is Artemis ef Bphesians!"

It turned into a pep-rally for Artemis, or Dianadathese people
got so worked up that they were starting a ridhistreets of



Ephesus. | might add that today in the area ofeabh&phesus, the
temple of Diana, one of the former 7 wonders ofwtioeld, is
nothing more than ruins which have been excavdtetavith the
city of Ephesus.

And so we begin our adventure through the letténéoEphesians
who lived in the very midst of this pagan city dratl to contend
earnestly for the faith as they dealt with manyagtons and
hardships for their stance on the one true God.andl, Jesus
Christ.

EPH 1:1-2 "Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus bytHef God, To
the saints in Ephesus, the faithful (Or believeln®\are) in Christ
Jesus: Grace and peace to you from God our Fatitethe Lord
Jesus Christ."

Our writer identifies himself as Paul, an aposftldesus Christ.
Few could deny that this would be the same Paul pensonally
met Jesus Christ on the road to Damascus as hgovasthere to
destroy Christians. It was there that he embréoed.ord Jesus as
the One who gave him life eternal.

It was also there that he discovered that he widéesdcaut by God
to be an apostle to the Gentiles.

ACT 9:10-12 "In Damascus there was a disciple rmbhAmanias.
The Lord called to him in a vision, "Ananias!" "Y,dsrd," he
answered. The Lord told him, "Go to the houseuda$ on
Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus n&Baed] for he is
praying. In a vision he has seen a man named Asaome and
place his hands on him to restore his sight."

Ananias was a little tentative, to say the leasteseveryone in the
region knew of the Pharisee named Saul who wagalgstroy
the church, but we read in ACT 9:15 "But the Leaid to
Ananias, "Go! This man is my chosen instrumentaiwycmy

name before the Gentiles and their kings and bef@@eople of
Israel.”

And Paul himself, understood that this was a sjgec#lling to the
Gentile world. We read in ROM 11:13 "l am talkitegyou
Gentiles. Inasmuch as | am the apostle to the ®&enti."

This is why Paul could say in the first verse thais an apostle of
Jesus Christ by the will of God. We'll touch oattin a moment.
First, let me comment on what an apostle is. Thelapostle in



the Greek is apostolos, and it means one sentnaeshon.
Officially, a commissioner of Christ.

Now, of course, this is something every believarasimanded by
Christ to be. This was our Lord’s commission taasvell as the
disciples in MAT 28:18-20 ..... "All authority indaven and on
earth has been given to me. Therefore go and uliakiples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Fathdraf the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obegrgthing |
have commanded you. And surely | am with you alwéyshe
very end of the age."

All of us are commissioners of Christ, who haverbsent on a
mission for Him to bring the good news of salvatiorthe world,
starting right here in Port Charlotte. But, thedkof apostle Paul
was, included much more responsibility and autkorit

Paul describes an apostle of his degree as oneerisonally saw
the risen Christ and who was empowered by the Bplyit with,
what would appear to be, all of the gifts of thdyH®pirit as we
see in Corinthians and Ephesians.

Paul did in fact encounter the risen Christ onrtiesl to
Damascus. 1CO 9:1 "Am | not free? Am | not ansdlp@ Have |
not seen Jesus our Lord? Are you not the resultyovork in the
Lord?"

1CO 15:8-9 "and last of all he appeared to me, als®o one
abnormally born. For | am the least of the apsstled do not
even deserve to be called an apostle, becaussdqeed the
church of God.10 But by the grace of God | am wlaah, and his
grace to me was not without effect. No, | workeddea than all of
them -yet not I, but the grace of God that was \with"

It was Paul who said to these same Corinthian€i@ 22:12 "The
things that mark an apostle -signs, wonders andaheis - were
done among you with great perseverance." He wasrik who
performed all of these things as God gifted him amghowered
him for such a work.

One of the main functions of an apostle was aldmetased by God
to deliver the very word of God we have in our handhis word

is complete, as it was inspired of the Holy Spltits inerrant and
infallible, in other words it is without fault amdll accomplish
what God desires to use it for in our lives. ItaBable.



Paul speaks of those agents of God used in bot®.theand N.T.
who gave us the words from God to reveal His willl &lis Son.
EPH 2:19 "Consequently, you are no longer foraigiaad aliens,
but fellow citizens with God's people and membérSad's
household,20 built on the foundation of the amsséind prophets,
with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.

But so as to encourage his readers in Ephesusjdéfigithem that
being an apostle was not his will, nor was it dicefhe assumed
because he thought it would be a good idea or d gareer move.

No, he says it was by the will of God. That wasanouragement
to these, primarily Gentile Christians, becauseyéars the
Gentiles were excluded from the grace of God ad.otat was
working principally through the nation of Israel.

In these last days we see that all of the worldeant to be a part
of this new covenant found in Christ alone. Thand mean that
Gentiles had never been called out by God to keertaop His grace
in the O.T., but they had a tendency to be the giae rather than
the rule.

The Ninevites and the Gibeonites come to mind en@hT. But
now, not only are the Gentiles seen to be a pa&anfs plan, but
He chooses an apostle, among the rest of the apptilbe their
commissioner from God Himself.

It was the will of God to use Paul in a way wheeewould go the
Gentile world with the Gospel of Jesus Christ, toutlso teach and
instruct them to grow in the grace and knowledgeuwfLord; thus
the very letters we see in the N.T. are thoserkettich are
addressed to churches which were made up of precorhy
Gentile believers.

Klyne Snodgrass in his commentary on Ephesianstbaysif
[Paul] was an apostle by the will of God, what hete must be
seen as communication from God." This is Godterdép the
Ephesians, as well as all saints, that we mightrssteGod is
personally desiring us to know His will and walkHis ways in
the power of His Spirit.

And now Paul begins this letter in a way to conftims as he says,
| am an apostle, by the will of God for you who ar&phesus.
These Ephesian believers knew who Paul was. Keepnd he
was used of God to plant that church in Ephesus enty 12
disciples.



By this he means that this letter is addresseelievers in the
church at Ephesus. This is what the last partefitst verse says
as well. To those "who are faithful in Christ J&5u This is
basically the way the KJV puts it together with ¥i€JV and the
NAS.

But the idea here is not just that these people weacticing
faithfulness to the Lord, but that they were fulfaith. In other
words they had a true faith in the One true Sasémt from the
Father, Jesus Christ. And so it's not as thougih\was only
writing to "faithful" Christians, he was writing @ll the Christians
in Ephesus, even those who may have been weak fiaith, who
were not as faithful as they should have been.

But the term Paul uses in the beginning when adargshese
Christians is interesting and instructive. He ubesword saints.
He calls these Ephesians saints, which of coursgdanclude you
and me as well.

Having grown up in the Roman Catholic Church, swévays
told that only those who lived a stellar life cotlave been
included in this list of saints. And only afteethdeath, and with
the Vatican’s blessing, could they truly be cakaghts since they
now are residing in the presence of Christ.

The truth is that the word saint in the Greek igibs.and it means
sacred and set apart for as special work or purp®hes is how
God sees us. We are His people called out tothepset for His
special purpose. That purpose is to love Him aitlour heart,
soul, strength and mind. That purpose demonstitsi§in a life
devoted wholly to Him to bring Him glory in all theve do.

Does that mean we can only bring glory to God ifreven Bible
study 24 hours a day, or in prayer every waking earh Of
course not. You can give glory to God by cuttihget metal at
the shop at which you work. You can give glory todGy
spending time with your children, loving them andgtaring them,
not only spiritually, but physically as well as ymeet their needs.

You can give glory to God by thanking Him for prdiig all your
needs. Give us this day our daily bread, Jesusugages us to
pray. All of life, even the mundane things whicvh to be done
to carry on in this physical existence can and khbe done to
represent Him in this world.



It's the way we do them. Do we go to work grumighnDo we
serve others only if it's convenient? Do we th&ud for the roof
He's placed over our heads and the food He's giseas well as
the job He's provided to meet those needs?

All of these areas of life are also meant to baarof worship
together with those times we come to Him in praged
fellowship, and Bible study and worship. When Pspdke to the
Corinthians about eating meat sacrificed to idelsaid this...

1CO 10:27-31 If some unbeliever invites you toaeal and you
want to go, eat whatever is put before you wittraiging

guestions of conscience. But if anyone says tq Ybhis has been
offered in sacrifice,” then do not eat it, both floe sake of the man
who told you and for conscience’ sake the othersmaonscience,
I mean, not yours. For why should my freedom beg@adby
another's conscience? If | take part in the methl thankfulness,
why am | denounced because of something | thankf@&d So
whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, dalifor the glory
of God."

Paul sets the standard by which we are to do ath® Lord,
whether mundane things or things to promote oud letSavior in
word or deed.

COL 3:16-17 "Let the word of Christ dwell in yoighly as you
teach and admonish one another with all wisdom,asngbu sing
psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitudgounr hearts to
God. And whatever you do, whether in word or detedit all in
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to Ged-tither
through him."

Again, all of life is meant to be used to the glofyGod as we are
saints or people set apart in this world to represar Lord and
Savior. When Paul was addressing things like slbaeagg faithful
to their masters he was encouraging them to bbdakeslaves they
could be.

You mean slaves were meant to be saints, or pseplapart by
Christ, even in their functions as slaves? You bet

COL 3:22-23 "Slaves, obey your earthly mastemvierything;
and do it, not only when their eye is on you andio their favor,
but with sincerity of heart and reverence for tloed. Whatever
you do, work at it with all your heart, as workifag the Lord, not



for men, since you know that you will receive aharitance from
the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you sgeving."

This is the mark of a true saint. It's not a perato only
performs in a "religious environment”, but a pergdiose whole
life is dedicated to Christ. Butcher, baker, camstick maker; all
can be used of God. I've heard tell that evenlpesho ride
Harley's can be used by God in that venue, imatjae

The will of God for Paul may have been to be thestp to the
Gentiles, but the implication is that God has 4 feil each one of
us. We've all been called to be His ambassadoxv tHat works
itself out in our own lives is something He revedalsis and
something we should seek after.

But God's will is always in opposition to the wdslavays.

ROM 12:2 "Do not conform any longer to the pattef this
world, but be transformed by the renewing of yoimanThen you
will be able to test and approve what God's wiHl iss good,
pleasing and perfect will."

There's a great difference between being in thiddrand even
enjoying certain things in this world and being fmsmed to this
world. Peter talks about this conforming and hentdies what it
means.

1PE 1:14-16 "As obedient children, do not confdoonthe evil
desires you had when you lived in ignorance. Bsit @ he who
called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; fors written: "Be
holy, because | am holy."

Being in the world and partaking of things in thisrld are not
necessarily the same thing as conforming to thiedegire we had
when we lived in ignorance. Everything must testecbrding to
God's word, but we must never think that since eelcertain
liberties that we should take advantage of thosg#hto the
detriment of the testimony of the Gospel of JeshigsCthat we
must have before the world.

What is God's will for you and me? Well, it maythat He wants
you to be serving in some particular capacity. Budt's something
you need to seek Him on, but one thing | know fmtain is this.
1TH 4:3 "It is God's will that you should be safiet:"

The word sanctified in the Greek is hagiasmos wigdimilar to
the word for saints in Eph.1:1 which is hagios. &e all saints in



Christ and we are all called to be sanctified, maalg, set apart,
through the word of God in the power of the Spifihat is God's
will for all of us. As we are pursuing that wilf God, He will fill
in the blanks as to what His will for us will betime specifics of
life.May we seek Him diligently.

Well, we got through verse one. | can see we'flyoeg through
this study. Hey, it's okay, the Lord has some gii@ags for all of
us to learn. May we all be doers of the Word aoidhearers only
to His glory as we represent Him each day.



