2Peter 1:5b-7 “Follow the Way of Love”

2PE 1:5-7 For this very reason, make every ettoadd to your
faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; akddwledge,
self-control; and to self-control, perseverancet emperseverance,
godliness; and to godliness, brotherly kindnesd;ta brotherly
kindness, love.

As we continue our study through 2Peter it's imipezave keep it
in the context of what Peter is conveying througtiba bulk of
this letter and that is that there are false teachwéo would try to
disrupt and confuse the body of Christ.

Peter's desire is to see soldiers of Christ whanbt appreciate
the great salvation they have received by the emidness of our
God and Savior, Jesus Christ, but that this salnas meant to be
actively demonstrated in our lives as well as veerdo
distinguish, to discern the truth and then walkhat truth.

This takes work. Many people have the impresdianto be a
Christian alleviates us from any work regarding saivation.
Though it's true that we could never work enougbam our
salvation, it is equally true that God has callsdaiwork, to labor
in His kingdom with the express purpose of brindiim glory as
He works in us.

And so we must never think that there is no effdren it comes to
our walk with Christ. This is what Paul points .out

PHI 2:12 "Therefore, my dear friends, as you haways obeyed
- not only in my presence, but now much more inabgence -
continue to work out your salvation with fear anehtbling,..."

But Paul would never suggest that this workingafugur
salvation, in its practical outworking, is somethiwhich we do in
our own strength which is why the next verse idippiians is so
important.

PHI 2:13 "... for it is God who works in you tolixand to act
according to his good purpose.”

And so when Peter gives us this list in our textenses 5 through
7 he is basically giving us a picture of what ativacChristian
looks like. This is also a list or a touchstondnofv we can begin
to measure our progress in the Spirit.



Once again, we must be careful not to view thisalésa stepping
stone to the next level of spiritual maturity. &ithe list we see in
Galatians 5 we must understand that the Spiritaf S working
all of these things in our lives, but He is expegtus to cooperate
with Him as we submit to Him to grow in all of tleeareas
simultaneously.

Notice what Paul says in GAL 5:22 "But the fruiittlee Spirit is
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodnedhfdfiess,23
gentleness and self-control. Against such thingsetis no law."

What part of that list should we exclude as we wankhe others?
What part of that list does the Spirit of God wastto place on a
back-burner while we concentrate on just one aha? The
answer is none. It's not a matter of working omrtlone by one,
it's a matter of understanding that it is the $pitio is working all
of these things out in our lives in such a way tiate should be
neglected.

We may see one particular area that needs attantiour lives,
but it doesn't mean we leave the others behindeglect them to
reach the goal of growing in any particular aréar example, we
may have a problem with patience. Does this mieaithe Spirit
of God will only deal with that one area to the leegof joy or
peace or self-control? Of course not.

And that's not how life works. We don't noticeaara of
weakness and only work on that area 24 hours al'dagtarting to
play guitar again. And there are a variety of disdralready
know. But I'm very weak with some of the chordsdAso what
I'm doing is learning those new ones and puttiegracerted effort
in it.

But it would be crazy to only play one new choreéioand over
again without playing the ones I already knows diifficult to play
a song with one chord. And so in the process obimaag
proficient with an unfamiliar chord 1 still playlahe ones | know
and in the process you can make real music.

It's the same with life. We may have to work handan area of
weakness, but we should never neglect the areaewleealready
honor the Lord with our lives. Someone may excélindness
toward unbelievers and yet has no patience witin tiven spouse.
That patience must be worked on, but not at themsg of not
continuing to reach out to unbelievers with kindnasd the truth
of the gospel.



And this is what Peter is conveying to us hereuntext. He is
giving us the ideal, knowing that no one will befpet in every
area. But if you want to know what God desiresaif gs a goal,
with His Son being the perfect example, then tisisi$ instructive.

Again, Peter assumes this list will only apply &iévers. He
begins with faith and then says you must applygititjence in
your faith as you supply moral excellence or gosdras the NIV
puts it. We touched on this last week.

But, he then adds in your moral excellence, knogdedThe word
knowledge here is the Greek word gnosis. Thidlittle@ different
from the word for knowledge that we have in verdesid 3.

2PE 1:2-3 "Grace and peace be yours in abundanmegh the
knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. His diyaoeer has
given us everything we need for life and godlingseugh our
knowledge of him who called us by his own glory goddness."

The Greek word for knowledge in these two versespgnosis,
and essentially it means a precise and correct leumg. In this

case it would be a correct knowledge of Jesus Ohgh would
lead to salvation.

Paul uses this same word in ROM 10:2 "For | catiffeabout
them that they are zealous for God, but their izeabt based on
knowledge (epignosis).”

Here Paul is saying that they have chosen to na haorrect
knowledge of the one true God and the only salndoind in
Christ. They are certainly zealous, but they'visted the correct
knowledge and in the process they have missed #nlke.m

The word gnosis without the prefix epi suggesta@a¥®edge
which is practical and useful in this new life wavk in Christ.

For example we may have an epignosis, correct latge of the
combustion engine. We know how that engine worklaow it
runs. But to have a gnosis, or a practical knogdeaf the
combustion engine we would need to understand bawtilize its
power; everything from connecting it to a driverirto knowing
how to start the engine and then put it in gear.

Peter wants us to have this kind of knowledge ofSavior and
the salvation He's given us. Yes, we have a cokremvledge of
what it takes to come into a personal relationshtph God through



faith in Christ alone, but how do we utilize thenmy of God to
walk in this relationship?

The knowledge Peter speaks of here is a practimadledge
which is found in the word of God which is themiskated to
wisdom. In other words, if we utilize practical bdal knowledge
effectively it will give us the wisdom to then knovhat God
desires and then to seek God in achieving His will.

However, we don't want to make such a sharp distimbdetween
epignosis and gnosis that we lose sight of how tihenk together.
A correct knowledge of God and His salvation, tbgetwith a
practical knowledge must go hand in hand.

For example Paul points out in COL 3:10 "... putloe new self,
which is being renewed in knowledge (epignosighsimage of
its Creator."

Our new life, or the new man must grow in the carkemowledge
of Christ. We see the same thing in the lettewrae to Titus.

TIT 1:1-2 "Paul, a servant of God and an apodtleesus Christ
for the faith of God's elect and the knowledgehef truth that
leads to godliness - a faith and knowledge resiimtghe hope of
eternal life, which God, who does not lie, promibedore the
beginning of time,..."

Here a correct and true knowledge of Jesus Chiilsirviact lead
to what Peter is mapping out in 2Pet.1:5-7.

Now, there's always the danger of seeking knowldédgthe sake
of knowledge and this was a danger in Peter's dayel. There
was a group known as the Gnostics who boastedviridnaecret
knowledge. Followers of this cultic practice woudlésire to know
the mysteries of this world and the next. Butitipeirsuit of
knowledge was an end in itself as it puffed theneslp and gave
them a sense of superiority.

This is not what Peter is suggesting. He's nanhgayat we
simply fill our heads with facts. He wants us tagdrcally utilize
the truth in the power of the Spirit. Simply gaigiknowledge for
the sake of knowledge can lead to the problem @ddesses with
Israel.

ISA 5:21 "Woe to those who are wise in their owasand clever
in their own sight."



Paul addresses a similar problem when he writd€i@a 8:1-3 "...
We know that we all possess knowledge. Knowleddts o, but
love builds up.The man who thinks he knows somethioes not
yet know as he ought to know. But the man whoddBed is
known by God.

Paul is not putting knowledge down, specificalliltmal
knowledge. It's imperative for our growth in ChriBut to misuse
that knowledge in a way that puffs ourselves up isave a lack of
love which is not acceptable.

1CO 13:2 "If | have the gift of prophecy and cathbm all
mysteries and all knowledge, and if | have a ftidt can move
mountains, but have not love, | am nothing."

Using the knowledge of God properly exalts Chrsstss love is
shed abroad in our hearts as we submit to Hisfeulhd in this
knowledge.

But where do we get this knowledge? As | mentiosadier we
get this knowledge from God's word. This doesistalint the
knowledge we gain from the world, but that kindkabwledge
will never give us what we ultimately need to walith God to
His glory.

Again, this is why Peter begins the way he doezPk 1:3 "His
divine power has given us everything we need ferdnd
godliness through our knowledge of him who calledy his own
glory and goodness."

And this is also the reason he ends this lettemtingehe does.

2PE 3:18 "But grow in the grace and knowledge $g)of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory buitv and
forever! Amen."

But in gaining this knowledge we want to be ablede it in a way
where our lives are affected and come under thddtop of Jesus
Christ. And so, in your knowledge, Peter sayd,®itrol..."
(2Peter 1:6a)

Self-control is the ability to control oneself. &twvord in the
Greek literally means to "take a grip of oneselfVilliam
Barclay)

This can be a really tough area for the Christitwo Winds that
other things in life have a tendency to controhth@ather than



those things which promote godliness. | mean hamyrtimes
have we all said, the spirit is willing but thedteis weak.

In fact, it was on the night Jesus was betrayetHkeasaid to His
disciples, "Watch and pray so that you will not fato temptation.
The spirit is willing, but the [flesh] is weak." (MI' 26:41)

We must be able to bring ourselves under contoit the
guestion is whose control? And the answer is tmgrol of the
Spirit of God as we submit to our Lord. As we cauneler His
Lordship we find that we become self-controlledutere this
world will not take that position in our lives.

We do need to be careful here, however, becauaguiurselves,
if you will, to bring our lives under the Spirittontrol is a bit like
trying to use the law to become sanctified. In otherds, to use
this list in this letter and check our progressby we think we’re
doing is to attempt to live in the Spirit wherefat, it could very
well be a fleshly approach.

Benjamin Franklin was a man who approached life this in his
early days. He believed that gentlemen should lbegetrolled in
all areas of life. But the motivating factor foshapproach was
mere pragmatism as his desire was to be respected i
community so that his business ventures would dereeeived by
those who were touched by his moral life.

He had an actual list that he would go down eaghada would
check off at the end of each day. He would thenuexta how well
he did and what he needed to work on the next@agourse,
when it becomes inconvenient or unreachable thpsoageh is
usually abandoned.

And in Franklin’s case this is what ultimately happd. Though
he lived a disciplined life in many ways he cou&Ver reach the
perfection he originally sought and decided thatldast, however
he defined it at the time, was alright.

As his goal involved more of an “intestinal fortiei’ approach this
is not how we live the Christian life. Yes, Petays, to apply all
diligence and in your faith supply moral excelleaog so on as he
goes through the list.

But it is still in our faith in Christ that we aable to do these
things in the power of the Sprit. Trusting God assgek Him in
His word and humbling ourselves before Him is thi/evay that
we can even begin to apply diligence and in ouhfsiuipply the



things Peter lays out. It is a work of the Spridl ave need to not
only recognize that but to glory in the fact thatd3as placed
these desires in us with the new life He has givem Christ.

Now, as we move through the text we need to seedheection to
knowledge which also plays a vital role in this-seintrol.
Because as we gain the mind of Christ through Higdvand
through walking in the truth our lives are beingnfymed into the
image of Christ and under His control. Here ispcal godly
knowledge working itself out in our lives. Thedtecomes under
the control of God who then gives us the strengthability to
practice self-control.

But again, we must keep in mind that self-conteoties with it
the will to come under the control of God. We rfiag that we
don't want to bring certain things in our lives andontrol. The
flesh is simply not willing to submit to what th@i8t can certainly
enable us to do.

It's interesting that this word self-control is fwlin a very similar
form in Paul's letter to the Corinthians. TheraiBes this similar
word in describing an athletic contest.

1CO 9:25 "Everyone who competes in the games igt@strict
training. They do it to get a crown that will nast; but we do it to
get a crown that will last forever."

The word games in the Greek in 1Cor. 9:25 and thel \self-
control in our text are similar and both convey ittea of bringing
the body under control. The athlete who competes gnto strict
training. The Christian who represents his God Sawdor
disciplines himself to walk not after the ways loistworld, but
after Christ.

When speaking of the qualifications of an elderlBays to Titus,
..." he must be hospitable, one who loves whabagwho is self-
controlled, upright, holy and disciplined. (Tit.):8

But when we speak of self-control, perseverance alge be
working. It's not enough to say, I'm self-contedl| and then two
days later going back to the world. We're in fobisthe long haul
to glorify Christ to the end. As was said receatiyhe Pastor's
conference, 'it's not just that we start well, wanwto be found
faithful to the end.’

Being self-controlled contributes to that. The wpedseverance
means, "to remain under a particular conflict. Peesance is



defined as the characteristic of a man who is ungng from his
deliberate purpose and his loyalty to faith andypiiy even the
greatest trials and sufferings.” (Simon Kistemaker

But this perseverance must be found in faith asrRides here in
the beginning of this list. There is no perseveeawithout faith in
the God who enables us to persevere. | like theMialiael Green
puts the concept of perseverance. He says, "th@ren@hristian
does not give up. His Christianity is like the stgahining of a
star rather than the brilliance (and speedy edlipba meteor."

Here today gone tomorrow. True faith endures. fguseverance
is not just finding ourselves in the middle of sdinmeg which is
testing our faith. It's not the attitude that, Mejuess I'll just have
to grit my teeth and bear this pain.’

That's not perseverance. Perseverance is alwakimtpforward as
we continue to look at the God who holds our fuduard trusting
that He will go with us and make our paths straighte ultimate
perseverance is found in Christ.

In fact, essentially the same Greek word for pegsswce found in
our text is the same word used of Jesus as Hetoéné cross
when the writer of Hebrews says, "... who for i et before
him endured the cross, scorning its shame, andiosent at the
right hand of the throne of God.

His endurance was not some fatalistic approachitcalvation.
Rather, it was His goal and joy knowing that it vas very means
God used to reconcile us to the Father. He encheeduse He
knew it was the will of God and that it pleased Eather. In that
sense Jesus took joy in suffering the wrath oRdier for His
people.

We endure and persevere because we have a heaeesiective
knowing that it pleases the Father when we donviewaespecially
when the world expects us to. We rely on our AlnygBod to see
us through to the end. Remember, He who began@wgok in

us will bring it to completion. He has every intien of bringing
us home. But He wants us to put forth the effothie power of
the Spirit to endure.

In our perseverance Peter says to add godlinegainAwhat we
find here is that all of these things mentionedvameking together.
It's not as though we can persevere and exped godly if we're
not self-controlled or walking in the true knowledgf Christ.



But godliness is very important. The word godlyuadiy implies a
reverence toward God which then in turn affectskmiravior so
that we follow after Him as we imitate Him. Butcacding to one
commentator the word godly carries with it 2 ideas.

"The man who [has godliness] always correctly wiprsiod and
gives Him His due; but he always correctly servieddllow-men
and gives them their due. The man who is [godiyhia right
relationship both with God and his fellow-men." fhis way
godliness is in its most practical aspect.] (\&iti Barclay)

But like perseverance godliness isn't somethingkwist sneaks
up on you and then grabs you. It is something vpdyap the
power of the Spirit to be godly. After all if we &w God then it
would follow that we would begin to show signs it khat God is
our true Father. Paul makes a contrast betweenvttieh is godly
and that which is not.

1Tl 4:7 "Have nothing to do with godless myths aldiwives'
tales; rather, train yourself to be godly.8 Foygbal training is of
some value, but godliness has value for all thihg&ling promise
for both the present life and the life to come.”

Godliness shows us to know God and that it is éerfvom God.
And godliness is also a goal in our lives thataestantly growing
as we utilize the means of grace. This is why Rauld say that
our faith in Christ and our knowledge of him is me# lead to
godliness.

TIT 1:1 Paul, a servant of God and an apostleesfis Christ for
the faith of God's elect and the knowledge of théhtthat leads to
godliness -

But our godliness must always be practiced in a thaydoesn't
just show us to know God but also to be servantioMost High
God. Jesus Christ practiced godliness as He ltheed/orld, as He
confronted falsehood and as He warned of judgnaerthbse who
rejected the truth. And so we see His godlineskaabitself out in
the real world, and so should ours.

And this is where our godliness should lead toledy kindness.
We're all aware that the city of Philadelphia metwescity of
brotherly kindness. In fact, the word philadelpisighe actual
Greek word which could be literally translated,daf the
brethren.



In our godliness we never want to become so "alig/l that we
don't want to have contact with people. We doahtwour service
to God not to include service to people. The fadsehers of
Peter's day were out to destroy God's people whétbg fully
understood it or not.

We must have an affection or love for people thamts to
promote their best. For the believer that wouldHzsr love for
God growing more and more. To have a brotherly hé&sd
intimates a love for the family of God, for otheslievers
especially those within your local family churchnie.

It's no coincidence that our Lord Jesus puts this for the
brethren on top of the list of things which distighes us from the
world.

JOH 13:35 "By this all men will know that you arg disciples, if
you love one another."”

ROM 12:10 "Be devoted to one another in brothkre. Honor
one another above yourselves."

But brotherly love is not an end in itself. Itstrenough to love
each other and not love the world with the truthhef gospel of
Jesus Christ. And this is why Peter ends this@eetith the word
agape. We must add agape to our brotherly affectithe kind of
agape which gives of ourselves to all people bex@lsist gave
Himself for us.

A true agape love is not something the false teache able to
give. They give to get. Theirs is a love of seffieh satisfies their
own appetites. Peter wants us to give becausastGinst gave to
us. We deserved nothing from Him and neither dioesest of the
world. And yet the rest of the world must hedram us that the
Savior came to give them life as well.

It's not a coincidence that Peter begins with faitd ends with
love. It was the love of God which enabled usléze our faith in
the object of our faith who is the Lord Jesus QGhris

1JO 4:10 "This is love: not that we loved God, thait he loved us
and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for o.'si

Remember, that God makes His sun to rise on thewedion the
good, and He sends rain on the just and on thesuriie so loved
the world that He gave His only begotten Son thabaever
believes on Him will not perish but have eterna.li



How can we do less than to love the world withlthe of God. |
like the way the apostle Paul put it.

ROM 13:8 "Let no debt remain outstanding, exchptdontinuing
debt to love one another, for he who loves hiofathan has
fulfilled the law."

Goodness, knowledge, self-control, perseveranadingss and
brotherly kindness. They're all different sidesite same coin.
And they all are a result of the Spirit of God @isping His fruit in
our lives as He gives us the gift of faith and laveur one true
God and Savior.

1CO 13:12-14:1 "Now we see but a poor reflectisimnea mirror;
then we shall see face to face. Now | know in gagn | shall
know fully, even as | am fully known. And now tleethree
remain: faith, hope and love. But the greateshese is love.
Follow the way of love... "



