2Peter 1:2-4 Divine Power Working In and Tugb Us

2 Peter 1:2-42 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the
knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lofdseeing that His divine
power has granted to us everything pertainingféoaind godliness,
through the true knowledge of Him who called uHiy own

glory and excellence? For by these He has granted to us His
precious and magnificent promises, so that by themmay
become partakers tfie divine nature, having escaped the
corruption that is in the world by lust.

Last week we noted how this epistle or letter wepired of the
Holy Spirit as He moved the apostle Peter to gwéhe very word
of God. It appears that Peter was re-addressirggtbaints he
wrote to in the first epistle.

And in a similar fashion he is going to encourdgese saints in
their walk with Christ. But in this particular letthe will spend a
great deal of time warning them of the dangerstsfef teachers
and the false teachings they will use to confuskdvide the body
of Christ.

It seems these days in the Church that there dutesppear to be
enough of this warning and actual teaching conogrfalse
teachers. As a result every wind of doctrine whscfioating
around the Church has a tendency to take up redammany
local bodies around the country as people are figvto test
everything according to the word of God.

A major part of the problem resides with the leatigrin the
Church. This doesn't exclude everyone who siteenpew,
because all of us are to be Bereans when it coond tword of
God, but the leadership are to be shepherds, whé&dns that they
are not only to feed but must also protect thekfloicChrist as
well.

Paul was a man who spent a great deal of timangi@hristians
to be aware of teachings which did not align wité tvritten word.
In one case he calls the elders of Ephesus to Inmeeh the city of
Miletus to encourage them and remind them of tifiedse
teachers.

ACT 20:27-32 "For | have not hesitated to proclamyou the
whole will of God. Keep watch over yourselves afidhe flock
of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseerssBepherds of



the church of God, which he bought with his ownololo | know
that after | leave, savage wolves will come in aghgou and will
not spare the flock. Even from your own number méharise
and distort the truth in order to draw away disesphfter them. So
be on your guard! Remember that for three yeaevénstopped
warning each of you night and day with tears. "Na@mmit you
to God and to the word of his grace, which candoydu up and
give you an inheritance among all those who aretgged."

I've heard people say, we shouldn't be so crittakhers in the
Church simply because they believe differently than And |
agree. There are many issues which don't deseevdrt of
attention which would divide the body of Christdik Should we
immerse or sprinkle? Should we sing hymns alormaarwe also
sing contemporary worship songs? Can | read ardy$tom a
more modern translation of the bible as opposedading only
from the KJV?

There are lots of things like this which are se@gdssues. That
doesn't mean we can't have convictions concerniolg things, it
just means there is liberty in such areas and wé Have to go to
war over such things. But when it comes to themssls of the
faith like salvation, the person and work of Chastl the way in
which He conforms us into His image, which is camdification,
then we must teach the truth and expose thosestiwhgh would
undermine the foundation of Christ’'s church.

This does not mean that we personally attack pebplat does
mean we denounce the false teachings that wilttffe lives of
God's people in Christ. And leaders must do it \ithpose and
resolve to make sure believers are aware of ttese feachings,
not assuming that they'll discover it on their own.

Again, Paul put it well when he said, "Remembet tbathree
years | never stopped warning each of you nightdaydwith
tears." Does that sound like Paul was not concamth false
teachers and their teaching? Not at all. Andtsshepherds in
Christ's church are the first line of defense &y tlvarn the body
of Christ, but then those in the local churchestrtale up the
fight to make sure others are not ensnared.

As I've said on a variety of occasions, bad doetproduces bad
lives. You cannot have false teaching on sometlikegthe person
and work of Christ and not have it affect your waikh Christ.

I'll give you an example.



If Jesus Christ is not fully God and fully man thgyu and | do not
have a true Savior, we are still in our sins. Thodée cults who
teach falsely that Jesus Christ may have been é igan, a
wonderful prophet or at best one of many gods, oeee angel,
are undermining the very foundation of our salvatio

In fact, this is the reason Peter begins thisiéttéhe fashion he
does. In the first verse he states that we hasagved a faith of
the same kind as Peters, "by the righteousnessrabod and
Savior, Jesus Christ:..."

Make no mistake, this Jesus who is Savior is theesaod who is
spoken of all throughout the O.T. scriptures ircptalike 2SA
22:47 "The LORD lives! Praise be to my Rock! Egdlbe God,
the Rock, my Savior!"

The same Savior Samuel speaks of is the same Saddrord
Peter speaks of in our letter before us. In f#lstinteresting to
note that in his previous letter he writes, "Bu¢evf you should
suffer for what is right, you are blessed. "Do fea@r what they
fear; do not be frightened.” (Isaiah 8:12). Buyour hearts set
apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to givamswer to
everyone who asks you to give the reason for tipe tioat you
have. But do this with gentleness and respec{,1LPE 3:14-15)

The phrase "set apart Christ as Lord" is the Oquivalent of
saying "set apart Christ as Yahweh or Jehovahho\lh's
witnesses do not believe that Jesus Christ is @oduse they
believe the only true God is Yahweh, inferring oahe person
instead of the three persons in the Godhead. #&hdRet.3:14-15
is a quote taken from Isaiah 8:12-13.

ISA 8:12 -14 "Do not call conspiracy everythingtthizese people
call conspiracy; do not fear what they fear, anchdbdread it.
The LORD Almighty is the one you are to regard aly hhe is the
one you are to fear, he is the one you are to deeatihe will be a
sanctuary;..."

The word Lord in Isa.8:13 is the Hebrew word fon@eah or
Yahweh. Peter is quoting that particular vershkigfirst letter to
designate that this Savior is none other than Cwhe is Lord or
Jehovah.

Peter is setting the foundation in the first pduthis second letter
for everything that is to follow. The false teachare those who



are not submitting to Christ as Lord and JehovaHeass revealed
in the written word of God and are teaching thifaggheir own
gain that will tickle the ears of the saints .

Instead of depending on the objective word theytedch things
that appeal to the senses and the emotions arilll léad people
down a path that will have as its foundation sigksand.

I remember back in the 60's and early 70's théebaty was "if it
feels good do it". Unfortunately, that same att&unas found its
way into the Church-at-large today. If it feelsoddt must be of
the Spirit. How can something which makes me feeksnderful
not be of God? And yet, that is never to be thasuee of what is
of the Spirit.

That which is of the Spirit is what the Spirit rasealed in the
very word He inspired. And so we come to that wibid morning
as we continue in our text.

2PE 1:2 "Grace and peace be yours in abundanmeginithe
knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord."

Where does grace and peace come from as it rétaéternal
things? Well, obviously it comes from our eteraatl Almighty
God. Peter is greeting the church and remindingntbgthis as he
encourages them to look to this One true God wheddhem and
who is the One who bestows such gifts and blessings

But don't ever forget, this letter is for us aslwdlhis grace and
peace from God is ours in Christ and it's ourshmralance. The
word for abundance in the Greek is plethuno anakidns to
increase, to multiply. The Greek root word pletllso the root
word in English for plethora, meaning super abuedan

This grace and peace from God in abundance is Rdnaltspeaks
of in the letter to the Ephesians.

EPH 1:3 "Praise be to the God and Father of oud Uesus
Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realithsenvery
spiritual blessing in Christ."

When we talk about the abundant life there's thdegacy with
some to relegate this abundance to mere tempa@ssiblgs or
spiritual blessings which are simply meant to gigesome sort of
spiritual high.

The verse from which this idea of an abundantddmes is found
in the gospel of John where Jesus Himself is spgalihe context



of that passage has to do with, interestingly ehotajse
shepherds and the one true Shepherd who gives life.

Joh.10:9-15 "l am the door; if anyone enters tglolle, he shall
be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pastire thief comes
only to steal, and kill, and destroy; | came tlnatyt might have
life, and might have it abundantly. | am the gobdgherd; the
good shepherd lays down his life for the sheepwHe is a
hireling, and not a shepherd, who is not the ovarfi¢he sheep,
beholds the wolf coming, and leaves the sheepflaas, and the
wolf snatches them, and scatters them. He fleesuse he is a
hireling, and is not concerned about the sheem thee good
shepherd; and | know My own, and Myown know Me,reas the
Father knows Me and | know the Father; and | layrdMy life
for the sheep.” (NASB)

This abundant life is a life of knowing the shemghand walking
after the shepherd, realizing that this shepharddais so much
that he would give his life for us. How much mend he
empower and build us up for his service? Pauyfutiderstood
this aspect of an abundant life with abundant gfemra God.

1Tl 1:14-16 "The grace of our Lord was poured @uine
abundantly, along with the faith and love thatiar€hrist Jesus.
Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves fuleptance: Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners - of wham the
worst. But for that very reason | was shown mes@yhat in me,
the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might displayumlimited
patience as an example for those who would bebeveim and
receive eternal life."

Paul realized that this abundant grace was foptimpose of living
for and serving the God of grace who gives lifergkthrough
Christ. What is more abundant than that whichesnal?

ROM 5:17 "For if, by the trespass of the one nusath reigned
through that one man, how much more will those veoeive
God's abundant provision of grace and of the difighteousness
reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ."

Does this mean that there is no abundance in ti\ihg as we're
blessed both materially and spiritually? Not &t 8lut to limit an
abundant life to the things of this world is to siike point of what
it means to be part of a kingdom which is not @ thorld. It's all
balance.



And so when Peter says, "Grace and peace be yoalsindance
through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lioet$, saying
that it is only through knowing this one true Gbdough faith in
Christ. But it's a promise that we actually do psssall the grace
we need and continue to receive from our Lord twgin this
relationship with our Creator, God and Savior.

In keeping with the context of this abundant grdceugh Christ
Peter then goes on in the next verse of our text.

2PE 1:3 "His divine power has given us everythirggneed for
life and godliness through our knowledge of him velatied us by
his own glory and goodness."

This abundant grace from God includes His divinergro What
kind of power is divine power? Well, Paul speaks$hid in his
letter to the Ephesians.

EPH 1:18-21 "I pray also that the eyes of yourhemy be
enlightened in order that you may know the hopehah he has
called you, the riches of his glorious inheritantéhe saints, and
his incomparably great power for us who believeatTgower is
like the working of his mighty strength, which éeerted in Christ
when he raised him from the dead and seated hims aight hand
in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and @ty power and
dominion, and every title that can be given, ndyamthe present
age but also in the one to come."

The same power of God which raised Christ fromdisad is the
same power working in our lives to the glory of Gasiwe
faithfully represent Him in this world. But ironiltg this power is
best seen throughour weakness or our inabilityust in our own
strength but in the strength of God. And agairs gower is
associated with the grace of God.

2CO0 12:9 But he said to me, "My grace is suffitir you, for
my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefevidl boast all
the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Ghpistver may
rest on me."

But as we come back to our text, notice what tbisgr is for.
"His divine power has given us everything we newdife and
godliness through our knowledge of him who calledy his own
glory and goodness."

Have you ever wondered what this Christian lifd the have is
really all about? Is it just to have an experieat&od? Is it just



to be a better person? Is it to help us underdtasdvorld? No,
"the supreme objective of the Christian is to kréad.” (DM
Lloyd Jones)

JOH 17:3 "Now this is eternal life: that they miaow you, the
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have"sent

If this is what eternal life is all about, to kn@od, and by that we
mean to know Him intimately as in a relationshigert it stands to
reason that we grow in this relationship with H&md what God
has done is to provide the means for that growtbuigh His

divine power, or the power of God which createdhbavens and
the earth.

The question then is, do we have the ability toagirorelation to
our salvation? The answer is an unequivocal, a4, it is not
according to our power but by the power which Gouvles and
dispenses through His grace abundantly.

How can we possibly speak of God's grace and paxtbout
using the adjective abundantly? Again, as | saftlex, what can
be more abundant than an infinite almighty poweniog from the
infinite Almighty God? And everyone of us in Chirigs been
given such power and strength.

But it does not mean we shouldn't utilize the meabhasHoly Spirit
has provided to walk in that strength. For examyten we talk
about growing in our faith in Christ we are essahtitalking
about our sanctification. How is this done?

Well, both Peter and Jesus give us the answelPeler's first letter
he says this.

1PE 2:2 "Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritail, so that
by it you may grow up in your salvation,3 now tlyati have
tasted that the Lord is good."

The pure spiritual milk is the word of God we mhbstdrinking
like newborn babes so that we can grow and matuoer walk
with Christ.

Jesus, when praying to the Father on our behalf $8anctify
them by the truth; your word is truth.” (JOH 17:17

The word sanctify is the Greek word hagiazo whicans set
apart for sacred use or make holy. We have beapset by God
because not only do we know God but He intimatelgvks us.
Therefore, we have His divine power and we haveythiag we



need for life and godliness through our knowledjeim who
called us by his own glory and goodness.

I've heard it so often. What else can we be dwmrgyow closer to
the Lord? What program can we start to become matuthe
Lord? If | take a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, Mithat bring me
closer to Christ?

Maybe we can take a page from the mystics of olatlwhas
found its way into the modern church in the fornwbfat is now
known as the Contemplative and Emergent movemeish is
nothing more than Christianized new age philosaphieo-
paganism. Dare | say doctrines of demons.

It seems everyone is trying to devise their owfedént plans to
grow closer to Christ and have overlooked the anlg that God
prescribes. We have everything we need for life @aretything we
need for godliness.

When Peter speaks of everything we need for lifes halking
about the quality of a spiritual life in communiatith God. He's
not necessarily talking about everything we needifi® like a new
car, or a house or food and clothing. Those th(agd does
provide, but here in the context of 2Peter he'srrifg to this in
reference to godliness.

Do you want to mature in your faith? Do you wamgtow in
relation to your salvation? Do you want to becanwre like
Christ? Peter says, you don't need to make aywhere other
than to the throne of God as we seek Him diligemtlgrayer and
in His word. And then in His divine power whichrede
available to us we love and obey Him as we suboriitim.

Christ's divine power has also called us by his gWany and
goodness. What a call that is.

ROM 8:30-31 "And those he predestined, he aldedalhose he
called, he also justified; those he justified, @ alorified. What,
then, shall we say in response to this? If Godis§, who can be
against us?"

This call is for life, eternal life. And this cdlom God is a call
which assures us that if we know Him by faith inri€th He will
also provide every spiritual blessing which conmresifour
heavenly Father so that we might grow in godlinegkis life.



1CO 1:7-9 "Therefore you do not lack any spiritgiél as you
eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be resgalHe will keep
you strong to the end, so that you will be blanel@s the day of
our Lord Jesus Christ. God, who has called you fieitowship
with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful."

Let's go back to our text.

2PE 1:4 "Through these he has given us his vesgtgnd
precious promises, so that through them you matycpzate in the
divine nature and escape the corruption in thedvoailused by evil
desires."

There's a rather strange phrase here in our tegmly in English
but even in the Greek. It's the phrase, "thatipay participate in
the divine nature.” This was a phrase pagan astaf the day

used to describe the way in which they strove tmhe god-like.

And in a sense Peter uses their own language twibdeghe truth
of what it really means to be God-like. It stags,we have said
with knowing the true God, but unlike the pagartungs who
knew nothing of an assurance of knowing this one @od, Peter
says, you can assuredly know Him and become like. Hi

To become like Him is to participate in His divinature. Does
this mean we become absorbed into some god-fdeedliddhism
teaches? Do we become one with nature or the tsa\as New
Age philosophy teaches? Do we actually become lgitids? Is
that what it means to participate in the divineun@® Not at all.

To participate in the divine nature is to parti¢gan the divine life
given freely in Christ who is divine and eternalds@he divine
nature is who the true God is. And to know Hinoignow eternal
life as John pointed out in Joh.17:3.

Peter puts it another way in 1PE 5:1 "To the eldenong you, |
appeal as a fellow elder, a witness of Christ'sesuifgs and one
who also will share in the glory to be revealed....

What glory? The glory of God as we are ultimateiysformed
and glorified in our new resurrected bodies. Anothay to
describe participating in the divine nature isweay Paul puts it in
the letter he wrote to the Galatians.

GAL 2:20 "I have been crucified with Christ andd longer live,
but Christ lives in me. The life | live in the badyive by faith in
the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself fer m



What does this life in Christ produce? It produtteshope that |
will not be found guilty before a holy God and besa of the
righteousness of Christ put to my account | willdeelared not
guilty. But it produces much more. It produceshibee that the
power of sin no longer has mastery over me. Anglithpartly
what it means to escape the corruption in the wealdsed by evil
desires.

1CO 15:56-58 The sting of death is sin, and thegy®f sin is the
law. But thanks be to God! He gives us the victbnpugh our
Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my dear brotheasdstirm. Let
nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully be twork of the
Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lisrdot in vain.

ROM 7:5-6 "For when we were controlled by the gimfature, the
sinful passions aroused by the law were at woduinbodies, so
that we bore fruit for death. But now, by dyingitbat once
bound us, we have been released from the law savthaerve in
the new way of the Spirit, and not in the old wayhe written
code."

This is where Peter is going with this letter artuyae thinks it so
important that our theology and doctrine be trutheoword of
God because false teachings will hamper our atiditynderstand
and walk in a way that pleases the Lord.

If we have patrticipated in the divine nature by wimgy God
through faith in Christ then it stands to reasat the must go
forward in this relationship, growing and maturaswe rely on
the divine power given to us to accomplish His aiid to bring
glory to His name.

We’'ll close with this from the apostle Paul regaglthis divine
nature and the new life given to us by our DivisiSr and the
hope set before us.

ROM 8:23;29 "Not only so, but we ourselves, whaehthe
firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wagagerly for our
adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.tHese God
foreknew he also predestined to be conformed ttikbress of his
Son, that he might be the firstborn among manyhlemst"



