1 Peter 1:5-7 "Genuine Faith Will Be Refined Bye Master
Refiner, To His Glory"

1 Peter 1:5-7 who are protected by the power of God through
faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in #st time. In this
you greatly rejoice, even though now for a littlkile, if
necessary, you have been distressed by variols tr&o that the
proof of your faith being more precious than gold which is
perishable, even though tested by fire, may beddamesult in
praise and glory and honor at the revelation oig€hrist;

The place we pick up this morning is really a contion of
where we were last week. Peter was praising GoHifomercy as
He causes us to be born-again to a living hopeaugiiréhe
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

And then Peter explains this hope, this inheritansebeing secure
in Christ and the fact that it's imperishable, ditel@, it cannot
fade away and it's reserved in heaven for us.

That word "reserved” in the Greek is tereo andaans to guard.
It is God Himself guarding your inheritance so@sl¢liver you
entirely before Himself.

And as we pick up in our text this same thougltbistinued as we
read in 1Pe 1:5 "who through faith are shielde@log's power
until the coming of the salvation that is readyp#revealed in the
last time."

The NAS puts it this way: "who are protected by ploever of God
through faith for a salvation which is ready torbeealed in the
last time.

Again, we must rejoice in the way God is activelyalved in our
lives. The word protected or shielded, as the Ni¥spt, is a
military term. And it has two senses. On the bard it can mean
guarding so as not to allow to escape.

This is the way it's used when Paul was conveyiagécape from
arrest in 2Co 11:32 "In Damascus the governor uKdey Aretas
had the city of the Damascenes guarded in ordamést me."”

But it is also used in the sense that any attamk the enemy is
thwarted as we are guarded or protected from attackl so here
in our text is could be taken both ways. God guardsnheritance
in the sense that He does not allow us to wanden fis



presence. But He also guards us in the senséhthanemy cannot
take us from His watchful care.

And by the way the Greek word used here is in, ietferred to,
as the present participle which just means thasémse of
protection from God is that we are continually lggomotected by
our Lord. It's God's present active participatiormour lives.

Again, He doesn't save us and then go on vacatiging 'I'll see
you when you arrive in heaven'. No, He is activelyolved in our
lives today. And our text assures us that thisgateon is by His
power.

Praise God for that! In my strength I'd last aosetcor two. But
my protection is found in Him as is my deliverarmeel it is ever
present. Jesus speaks of this most sure inhegithat we possess
when He says in Joh 6:39 "And this is the wilhoh who sent
me, that | shall lose none of all that he has given but raise them
up at the last day."

Again in Joh 10:28-30 Jesus say's .."l give theamal life, and
they shall never perish; no one can snatch therofauty hand.
My Father, who has given them to me, is greatar #i& no one
can snatch them out of my Father's hand. | anéaitieer are
one."

There is no greater power than God Himself and vwesays |
will not lose one of you who has truly embraced &48d_ord and
Savior, then He means it.

But then, Peter adds in verse 5 "...who are pteteby the power
of God through faith..."

The faith that our Lord gives us enables us ta @l and to
follow Him. But we must be careful not to place aith above
the power of God which holds us. It's true th#hfes the means
by which we believe but we are not saved by faithtbrough
faith, a faith whose object is Christ the Lord.

Paul clearly states this in Eph 2:8-9 "For itysgoace you have
been saved, through faith--and this not from yduese it is the
gift of God-- not by works, so that no one can bdas

We are saved by the grace of Jesus Christ as lddati¢he
penalty of our sins. Our acceptance of that s@mas through
faith. And so faith must be seen not as the soofroair salvation,
only Jesus is the source.



Faith is a gift enabling us to come to Christ. r'Eas by grace you
have been saved, through faith--and this not froorgelves, it is
the gift of God--..."

Not only is our redemption a gift, but even outtas a gift from
God of which we cannot boast. And this is why samiie
church have erred when they place an over-emphbadiseir faith.

And so it goes; 'if you only had enough faith yoould not be
sick." ‘If you only had enough faith the circunrstas in your life
would always be joyous." 'If you only had enougithf your
pocketbooks would be overflowing.'

In these cases it's your faith which takes centgyesinstead of the
God who gives such faith. Me, myself, and | aftedi up as we
point to ourselves, as we exercise such faith wisiectothing short
of boasting.

I don't mean to suggest that faith is not importdtis vital. But
when it's misplaced it gives rise to pride. Arsl dften seen as a
magic tool for getting anything you want insteadrasting God in
any and all circumstances.

The word-faith movement or the "name it claim iwd" are the
proponents of such teaching. And as such it dlation of the
clear teaching of God's word which places ChrighasOne we

boast in no matter what we encounter in life.

The word faith-movement is one of the most cruevemoents to
infiltrate the church because it places the indigidChristian in a
position of always striving to conjure up enougithfdo meet the
demands of always having the best in life, whei'semoney,
possessions or health.

I've met more frustrated Christians over the ygdrs have been
hurt by such teachings, because they didn't "Haeddith”, as they
were taught, to be delivered from the problemsf world.

We are told to live by faith, not by sight. Fagtbes not promise a
bed of roses, it enables us walk through thisdifa Christ in any
and every circumstance. But what's encouraging ksiow that
when our faith is weak it doesn't change Christ Ifor us.

Paul touches on this in 2Ti 2:13 "if we are fatd, he will remain
faithful, for he cannot disown himself." And in @@:9 "God,
who has called you into fellowship with his Sonuke€hrist our
Lord, is faithful."



He's faithful to His promises, He's faithful to gdaur inheritance
and He's faithful to enable us to endure to the end

One of my favorite portions of scripture is wherjdH exercised
his faith as he came against King Ahab and thehetgpof Baal.
The Lord brought down fire and consumed the saexsfion the
altars and the Lord showed Himself as the true Gsdael
humbled themselves and Elijah commanded that thehets of
Baal be killed by the edge of the sword.

What victory, what faith. And then only a couplkerses later
(1Kings 19:1) the faith which Elijah had seemedaaish.

1Ki 19:1-4 "Now Ahab told Jezebel everything &tijhad done
and how he had killed all the prophets with the slvdSo Jezebel
sent a messenger to Elijah to say, "May the godbwligh me, be
it ever so severely, if by this time tomorrow | dot make your life
like that of one of them."Elijah was afraid and fanhis life.
When he came to Beersheba in Judah, he left hiarsethere,
while he himself went a day's journey into the died¢e came to a
broom tree, sat down under it and prayed that fyhindgie. "I have
had enough, LORD," he said. "Take my life; | ambetter than
my ancestors."

You ever feel like that? God I've had enough ltogmon. 'Oh,
no you've made a negative confession. God wilibpleased and
will not bless you. The hordes of hell will hearuyand your life
will take a downward spiral with no chance of reexguvunless you
confess positively with all faith that you reallidd't mean what
you said.'

Let me share the rest of the story, as Paul Hamayd say. What
happened to Elijah in his weakness? Did God smit® Did He
beat Elijah with His heavenly stick?

1Ki 19:5-7 "Then he lay down under the tree ardidafdeep. All at
once an angel touched him and said, "Get up antHeaboked
around, and there by his head was a cake of br@sstlnver hot
coals, and a jar of water. He ate and drank ana lthedown
again.The angel of the LORD came back a seconddirde
touched him and said, "Get up and eat, for thenyis too much
for you."

In Elijah's weakness God extended grace and strerdgstead of
rebuking him God gave Elijah mercy. Does this mé&an doesn't
care about our lack of faith? Not at all. Butk®ws what we



are and He knows how frail our faith can be at imand so He
comes to us when all we want to do is die, and ¢tefaorts us and
gives us His refreshment and a renewed sense a$dtfim

And He gently say's, "Get up and follow Me." Andthat
renewed sense of strength our faith is strengthanddve get up
and follow.

It doesn't mean we may not stumble again, it simpdans as a
loving Father who is continually guarding His ciédd, He will
teach us through the situation and He will coma@lside us to
lift us up because He will never let go of us anyenthan He let
go of Elijah.

But what | find interesting about this processiattthe next time a
trial comes along my faith has been strengthenexligh the last
experience to where | can stand just that much tivonéy in the
faithfulness of my God and Savior who promisesdamiith me
always.

But why are we protected by God like this? Petesngers it at the
end of verse 5... 1Pe 1:5 "who through faith &relded by God's
power until the coming of the salvation that isdg#o be revealed
in the last time."

There is where our eyes need to be continuallye &y of faith, if
you will, looks to our salvation ready to be reshin the last
time.

Our salvation includes not only a present possessi@a promise,
but the actual possession in time. We have salvatiday by faith
in Christ, but we do not actually possess it ith fldy that | mean
that we are not living in glorified bodies on th@wnearth in the
very presence of Jesus Christ this moment. Thattlse future.
That is the fullness of our salvation.

It's like that little child being promised that néike for Christmas
but not actually possessing it until that mornisgha sees it under
the tree and can actually climb on it.

As far as the child was concerned the promise ugtsas secure as
the actual bike because his mom and dad had matprttimise
and he can trust that what they say they will alion.

Now, for you and me that doesn't mean that ouras@in has been
partially delivered to us. We have the very SmifiGod as our
down-payment who indwells us. We have the contigtece of



God working in our lives and we have present fedbip with
Christ because we have been reconciled to the iFathe

All of that is real and in the present. But thetlie yet to come.
Paul understood that and so he could say in Rog 8:tonsider
that our present sufferings are not worth compaitly the glory
that will be revealed in us."

You see, he too was looking to his salvation readye revealed in
the last time and he rejoiced, even in his suffgin

And here is where Peter has been taking us indties. | told you
in the beginning that the theme of this letter imes suffering in
this world. But the promise has been that in adifesing God will
bring us through to the very end where we will Bga face to
face.

1Pe 1:6 "In this you greatly rejoice, though n@w4 little while
you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds déis."

"In this you greatly rejoice”. Rejoice in what? ylour salvation, in
your eternal inheritance, in your knowledge that@othe One
holding you and will not let go.

But Peter reminds these Christians that the reddvean be hard,
but it doesn't mean that we can't still rejoicde problem is that
our rejoicing is in direct proportion to our abylito look at God
and His salvation for us, instead of the circums¢anve face.

And it's something we continually battle with. drdt care how
spiritual you are, the weakness of your flesh wamtways take
the easy way out. For Elijah, who had just seed'Smighty
hand, and then went into a tail-spin, the easy sdywas to be
taken home to be with the Lord.

'l don't want to live any more Lord." God respahdyy saying, 'l
know how hard this is for you Elijah, but I've eallyou to Myself
to be My servant, and your work for Me is not oveet Me
refresh you and get you back on your feet.'

| personally know that sometimes we wonder if Godws that
we can't take any more. Believe me He knows, lauisivorking
in and through us to strengthen us for His sertoddis glory.And
sometimes those hard times are necessary. Pegtgs ltinis out in
this verse. ..."even though now for a little whifenecessary, you
have been distressed by various trials."



You mean to tell me that God deems it necessaeyperience
trials at times? Yes. You don't need to look miugther than
Job. The testing of our faith is something Godsusehelp us

mature in our faith.

And though it seems hard at the time, when we dbmoeigh the
other side we will be stronger in Him and we cgoice in that.
Our rejoicing is in the results and knowing thatd@dand is
personally involved, not to destroy us, but to ma&estronger.

James brings this out in his epistle.

Jam 1:2-4 "Consider it pure joy, my brothers, méheer you face
trials of many kinds, because you know that tisérig of your
faith develops perseverance.Perseverance mudt fteigiork so
that you may be mature and complete, not lackiryghamg."

This is the reason for trials. And for that reas@ncan rejoice.
Now I'll be the first to admit that life would be snuch simpler
and happier if we didn't have to go through suiisr

But you need to keep two things in mind. In adialworld,
whether you're a Christian or not you would stdi/b trials. How
much more comforting as a Christian to know thati'&grace and
strength will be with us in such trials.

But there's a second thing we must understand abalst How
do you know if you're faith is maturing unless #e something
to test it? How do you know if the fruit of thei8ipis there unless
there is something to test it and show it to bé&?rea

In life we call this process putting to practicesk things we've
learned. What's the point of going through yed&ischool unless
our knowledge and skills can be put to the testiaride process
show that we've passed the test?

If you have a doctor you want to be very sure bginstructors
pushed him to the limit of possibly failing, so thehen he finally
got it he had proven that he learned it, and irsipgsthe test it will
be to your benefit as well as his.

How can the fruit of the Spirit be shown unlesslgwy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gesgterand self-
control can be shown to be real in your life?

Do you think those things shine in your life manehe good times
or in the bad? How do you know you've got patiemaess it's
tested? How do you know you've got peace unlesmitoe



proven in turmoil? How do you know you have selfiol unless
it's shown real in situations beyond your control?

It's true that at times we will fail the test. Bemember it is God
who works in you to will and to act according t@ lgiood purpose.
(Phi 2:13)

In other words He's the One who wants to see yocesd. And
He's the One who will enable you to do that so Hetay be
glorified in your life. As parents we would love $ee our children
succeed in life. But we know that life will not basy for them.

But in most cases their success is beyond our@ontiot with
God. And as our Father He wants nothing more tharbest, and
most times our best comes as a result of the nefiprocess called
sanctification which proves and builds our faith.

This where Peter is going. 1Pe 1:7 "These [{rlzdse come so
that your faith--of greater worth than gold, whipérishes even

though refined by fire--may be proved genuine ay nesult in
praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is redeal

Gold has always been viewed by man as a preciota.nfend yet
what the world deems precious God scoffs at ansl ipt
perspective what is eternally precious in His ey&sd so it
should come as no surprise that if our faith ipTious to Him,
then He would refine it as gold is refined, and stmes the heat
must be put to that faith.

To get gold to melt it takes almost 2,000 degresdw é&nheit of
heat. When the gold is melted the top layer ofuntjes are
skimmed off. You cannot refine gold without interfseat.

Likewise our faith is proven genuine through thre.fiAnd the
reason for that is not to puff ourselves up, bat thmay result in
praise and glory and honor at the revelation oig€hrist.

But like Shadrach, Meshac and Abednego who weoawiinto
the furnace for their faith in God, they were notried by the
experience, they were saved through it, becausemdrar, there
was a fourth person seen in the flames with them.

And through that experience they were able to mffectively
serve their God and the One who got the glory Wwas Savior
who was with them through the entire ordeal.

The genuineness of our faith is what God wantstaahstrate to
the world. Not to showcase our faith, but to shasecour God



who gives the faith to follow Him wherever He magdl, which at
times may be through the fire. But He does itriadpus out more
refined and stronger so that our lives may betinifg Him.

In your trials try to keep this eternal perspectivenind. God is
there with us and He graciously gives us each ptfisrBody, to
be an encouragement to each other.This was Paubpgttive as
well when he wrote to the Corinthians in his secletikr.

2C0 4:16-18 "Therefore we do not lose heart. Bhooutwardly
we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are beingwesteday by
day. For our light and momentary troubles areedhg for us an
eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So weolr eyes not
on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For wissés is
temporary, but what is unseen is eternal."

Don't lose heart. God is with us, Immanuel. Hesbus with an
everlasting love and has every intention of briggis through the
fire. Trust Him and love Him as you humbly seeknHind rely on
His grace and strength.

Rom 8:26-28 "In the same way, the Spirit helpswsur
weakness. We do not know what we ought to praybiairthe
Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans thatreds cannot
express. And he who searches our hearts knowsititeahthe
Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the samtccordance
with God's will. And we know that all things wotigether for
good to those who love God who have been calledrdet to his
purpose.”



