1 Peter 1:2-4 "The Mercy & Hope of the New Birth

Last week's study was more of an introduction i tinost
important letter inspired by the Holy Spirit andig to us through
the apostle Peter.

Much of what Peter writes about centers on problerasy of the
churches were encountering which had to do witlmekieng from
life in general to trials in particular.

And though entire churches were addressed we naust fiorget
that real life people, individuals, make up thelserches. There
were faces connected to the recipients of thieraihd they were
no different than you or myself.

But Peter wants to start off with the good news et address
these aspects of life that have to do with varioaés. The good
news of course is that Jesus Christ has come ¢éoaakpenalty for
sin and reconcile us back to the Father. He hesopelly given
His life so that we may have eternal life with Hiamd that eternal
life is secured by His resurrection from the dead.

There are five geographic areas, mentioned by Rebare these
churches were located: Pontus, Galatia, Cappadasia,and
Bithynia. All of these areas would make up thedygbart of what
we know today as Turkey.

By and large they were Gentiles, but certainlyudeld Jews as
well. Since | touched on the doctrine of electidmich Peter
describes as God's choosing of us in verse oresbieek, and
the doctrine of man's bound will to sin, | won't@eer that ground
again today.

But | will say that this was intended to encourdflgechurches so
as not to lose hope in the midst of a world whicddmthem feel
like they were in this alone. God assures them #ne not alone
and their plight isn't going unnoticed; after a# Has known them
from eternity, purchased them with the blood of Ha: and has
no intention of leaving them on their own.

But what we notice about verse two of this letsethiat Peter
places all three persons of the Godhead togettiee. 1:2 [we]
"who have been chosen according to the foreknowd@dgsod the
Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spfot, obedience to



Jesus Christ and sprinkling by his blood: Grace @eate be yours
in abundance."

Dr. D. Edmond Heibert in his commentary on Petekesdhis
observation: "Peter undergirded their faith by pying the entire
Godhead as active in their Christian experienceterf® primary
purpose was not to teach Christian doctrine bstrengthen
Christian faith."

Peter wanted these Christians to be assured trthti@d-ather,
God the Son and God the Holy Spirit, simultaneousdye
working in their lives even as He is presently wogkin our lives
to build us up for service to His glory.

Since our text mentions it, and even though I'vatinaed this
repeatedly on Thursday evenings as we study thpebo$ John,
which also addresses the Trinity, it's importaririow that there
is only one God who has revealed Himself in threesans.

And though the word Trinity appears nowhere inBiide the
teaching certainly does. It's not just a N.T. @pic And as we've
done before we need only go to the first book efBiible,
Genesis, to see this.

In Gen 1:1 "In the beginning God created the hes\and the
earth."

But then we go to Gen 1:26-27 "Then God said, Ussmake man
in our image, in our likeness, and let them rulerdhe fish of the
sea and the birds of the air, over the livestoeky @ll the earth,
and over all the creatures that move along thergtduSo God
created man in his own image, in the image of Goadrkated him;
male and female he created them."

The Hebrew word for God in verse 26 is 'elohiym #rspeaks of
God in the plural. It doesn't infer many gods God revealed in
more than one person. We're not told how manyopesrs this
passage, but we are told in another O.T. passage.

Isa 48:12-16 "Listen to me, O Jacob, Israel, whdvave called: |
am He; | am the first and | am the last. My owndh&aid the
foundations of the earth, and my right hand spmddhe heavens;
when | summon them, they all stand up togethernmi€together,
all of you, and listen: Which of the idols has fold these things?
The LORD'S chosen ally will carry out his purpogaiast



Babylon; his arm will be against the Babylonian®r[Chaldeans;
also in verse 20 ] |, even |, have spoken; yasve called him. |
will bring him, and he will succeed in his missid@ome near me
and listen to this: "From the first announcememave not spoken
in secret; at the time it happens, | am there." Aad the
Sovereign LORD has sent Me, with his Spirit."

The One in verse 12 who calls Himself, "I am thistfand | am the
last”, is the one in verse 16 who now says, "And toe
Sovereign LORD has sent Me, with his Spirit."

The first and the last is Jesus Christ accordingee.1:17. And the
now the Sovereign LORD has sent Christ along wigh $pirit.

One God, three persons, all equal in power, essamtglory.
This is why Jesus could say in John 10:30 thahdl the Father are
one." Not the same person but one in essenceg Bxd Himself.

And so Peter reminds them that this same God obthe the God
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob is the same God wlas finem and
knows them and desires to draw close to them iin tinge of
distress, even as He does with us today.

But there's something else that's interesting atiisidescription
of the Triune God. We see God as Father. AslaeF&te loves us
and protects us and watches over us. But as Rdtheends forth
the Son who, though He existed from eternity with Father, was
sent from the Father in time, to come to eartthenftesh to
redeem us. And then Jesus, after His resurrectamnt,the Spirit to
reside in us sealing us for the day of Redemption.

And so we see different functions of the Godheagbich of the
persons. This doesn't mean that the Father is powerful than
the Son or the Son more powerful than the Spiibd is God, He
can't be more powerful than Himself.

This is a mystery which our finite minds cannot @oehend in

this world. But it doesn't make it any less true.verse two we
also see that the Spirit's work involves our sdicetion in
relationship to the salvation that we have in GrassGod chose us
in Him..

Sanctification is simply that process of God whegrafter having
given us new life He takes that new life in Chastl begins to
bring it to the surface more and more as we areemaate like
Christ in the way we live.



The Bible refers to this as holiness. And holinessmply being
set apart for God's purposes and reflecting thimésd of God.
Now obviously our holiness is not designed to sav&om the
penalty of our sins, only Jesus could do thatHolihess is an
outward expression of an inward work of the Spitiiereby His
fruit is working in and through us.

In fact we are not saved by our good works, buteatinto good
works as the Spirit of God empowers us. This iatWaul meant
in Eph 2:10 "For we are God's workmanship, createchrist
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in ashvéor us to
do."

Sanctification is a lifelong process. We will never perfect in this
life in our present bodies, but we will be in glorgnd Peter
reminds these Christians that the Spirit's wordiee and His
purpose is to mold us and shape us into Christatfts, if you
will, so that Jesus is lifted up for the world &esn us.

As | alluded to just a moment ago sanctificatiothis Spirit's work
in our life but we are responsible to submit to 8périt and desire
to please the Spirit as opposed the grieving thetSp

And so Peter says in verse two... "for obedienckesus Christ and
sprinkling by his blood..."

We're told of our Lord Jesus in Phi 2:8 "And befognd in
appearance as a man, he humbled himself and bexz@dent to
death-- even death on a cross!"

His whole life reflected what He said to the Fatimnektuke 22:42,
"not My will but Yours be done."

Obedience is an element which shouldn't be glossedfor the
Christian. To obey doesn't have to be a fourdettad at which
we repel. Obedience is really an outworking of Sipérit's
influence in our life as the fruit of the Spiritbging manifest.

But obedience should never be seen as a drudgech wie bear
like some loathsome burden to a set of laws etahetbne. Jesus
said in Mat 11:30 "For my yoke is easy and my buaris light."

But only as we are willing to follow Him faithfullwill that
become a reality. You see it's all in the reaiorathat He loved
me even unto death as He took my penalty. Andayes $o0 me,
"...if you love Me, keep My commandments."



Our obedience to Him shouldn't be under compuldian should
be out of love and gratitude for the life He's seduor us on the
cross and in His resurrection.

That's Peter's message as he speaks of us beimigesbmvith
Christ's blood. What's interesting about that phiaghat it's
reminiscent of a covenant promise the nation @fdlsgave to God.

Exo 24:4-8 "Moses then wrote down everything tlRD had
said. He got up early the next morning and builakar at the foot
of the mountain and set up twelve stone pillarseggnting the
twelve tribes of Israel. Then he sent young Istaehen, and they
offered burnt offerings and sacrificed young baksfellowship
offerings [ Traditionally peace offerings ] to th®RD. Moses
took half of the blood and put it in bowls, and titeer half he
sprinkled on the altar. Then he took the Bookhef Covenant and
read it to the people. They responded, "We wilederything the
LORD has said; we will obey." Moses then took theoH,
sprinkled it on the people and said, "This is tleod of the
covenant that the LORD has made with you in accureavith all
these words."

Of course the blood of the Covenant spoken of va®a shadow
of the blood of the Covenant which Jesus, whoesLifimb of
God, who came to take away the sin of the worldymetely and
finally fulfilled in His death on the cross.

And it was Jesus who said in Luk 22:20 .... "Thip ¢s the new
covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you."

And we as believers in Christ who, by faith hawested in that
redemptive work on our behalf, and who have beenidpd clean
by Christ's blood, should be able to say with thekem Moses
sprinkled with the blood of a sacrifice, "We wilb @verything the
LORD has said; we will obey."”

Dr. Heibert makes the comment: "Obedience isitisedct, as
well as the permanent characteristic of true faith.

And the beauty of this New Covenant with God thiotige shed
blood of Christ taking our penalty for sin, is theg didn't deserve
it and yet He freely gave it. That is grace andaye And so Peter
sums it up at the end of the verse by saying, "&ead peace be
yours in abundance."



The NAS puts it, "May grace and peace be yoursliedt
measure." The KJV has it, "Grace unto you and pdsze
multiplied.”

Peter simply acknowledges that though God's gsaoedeserved
we should always look to the Lord who gives lifel a@ives it
abundantly.

It's not as though God stops giving grace the dayp&lieve in His
Son for our redemption. No, everyday of our liigefilled with
His grace and we should seek to be filled to owerithg every
moment of our lives with God's amazing grace.

He is the Giver of all good gifts, He is the supplf all our needs,
He is the protector from all of our enemies anddHie forgiver
of all our sins. Basically Peter say's, 'l praydGuast piles His
grace on you so abundantly that it's yours in thie$t measure
possible.’

But with grace also comes that responsibility tarigly obey the
Lord who gives such grace. Paul puts it this wagmvwriting to
Timothy.

1Ti 6:17 -19 "Command those who are rich in thisspnt world
not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in weaithich is so
uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who ricpigvides us with
everything for our enjoyment. Command them to dodj to be
rich in good deeds, and to be generous and wilbrghare. In this
way they will lay up treasure for themselves asra foundation
for the coming age, so that they may take holdheflife that is
truly life."

This is the life Peter refers to, and as if unableontain himself
over this new life he has in Christ he breaks fanth praise.

1Pe 1:3-5 "Praise be to the God and Father oLord Jesus
Christ! In his great mercy he has given us nevwhbirto a living
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ ttedead, and
into an inheritance that can never perish, spdibde--kept in
heaven for you, who through faith are shielde@log's power
until the coming of the salvation that is readyp#revealed in the
last time."

There's so much to say here and so little time. siimild always
dwell on so great a salvation. And it should alsvagiuse us to
turn to God in praise and adoration.



"In his great mercy he has given us new birth antiving hope..."

Jesus talked about this new birth to Nicodemus wigetold that
Pharisee that he must be born again, or must eflmn above.
It's a birth which only God can birth. Our nevelih Christ comes
from above. Salvation is of the Lord.

| like the way the NAS puts the end of verse 3 wihatates, "His
great mercy has caused us to be born again.” Bué¢wot born
again simply to have forgiveness, as importanhasis, we are
born again to a living hope.

This new life is living because the One who indwels is the
living God. He has given us life whereby we hasesd¢o hear and
eyes to see and the power to walk after Him aspsfudlew their
Shepherd.

The world doesn't have this hope. Paul talks abautormer
lives when we were without Christ.

Eph 2:12-13 "remember that at that time you wepagte from
Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel andeigners to the
covenants of the promise, without hope and witli@ed in the
world.But now in Christ Jesus you who once wereafaay have
been brought near through the blood of Christ."

Brought near to what or should | say to whom? Bhauwnear to
the living God in a living relationship with a ndwrth. | like that
phrase because it should give every child of Gqukltbat there is
a new beginning in Christ.

Old things have passed away, behold all thingsineazew.
Though your sins were as scarlet, they will be maklige as snow.
That's a new beginning that only God can give.t iBaua hope
that is not only believed on now and growing evesydt's a
reality we have to look forward to as God promiebring that
hope to fruition.

But you know this living hope is the direct resofitChrist rising
bodily from the grave the third day, defeatingaimd death for us.
Peter says it's "through the resurrection of J&usst from the
dead."

Without Christ's resurrection there is no hopetghg no
forgiveness, there is no life in eternity with God.

1Co 15:13-14:17 "If there is no resurrection & tlead, then not
even Christ has been raised. And if Christ hadrenh raised, our



preaching is useless and so is your faith. Anchifist has not been
raised, your faith is futile; you are still in yosins."

But praise God, Jesus is alive and in the busiokgwing new
life, resurrection life with Him, with the same hepf being raised
from the dead ourselves, given new glorified bodoes
incorruptible bodies as Paul says, to dwell withd@arever on the
new earth among the new heavens, or new universe.

What does this new life involve? First and foretrbsivolves
receiving forgiveness for the penalty of our sind a that we are
now brought into a relationship with our Creatd@he debt of sin
has been paid on our behalf by Christ.

But it also involves a new nature which desireplease God.
God gives us this new nature as He indwells us WighHoly
Spirit. All of this is here and now and we shotggbice in this
present reality.

But there are also future blessings which will m#ke life pale in
comparison. And so in verse 4 Peter tells uswieabbtain an
inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fadsstkn heaven for
you,

All inheritances in this world are temporal. Whetlts money,
possessions or authority and power, they will aet forever and
as such they will perish, spoil and eventually fade

By contrast the inheritance which Jesus has puechfas us will
not perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is loting hope. It's
difficult for us to imagine the kind of inheritanGod has in store
for us.

Many people might get pretty excited if they knén@yt were going
to receive an inheritance where the estate waswidtions of
dollars. Beautiful homes in various parts of theldio Leer Jets to
whisk you to them when you had a notion. Yachtgtch limo's,
and every other comfort one could only dream of.

And yet compared to the inheritance we have in<thiiose are
mere trinkets. Dr. Wayne Grudem in his commentaryeter
says, "The N.T. regularly uses inheritance to retgronly to an
earthly inheritance but also to a believers shatbe heavenly
kingdom, his or her future heavenly reward... Tifeeritance is
thus their portion in the new creation and albitsssings."



Eph 1:13-14;18 "And you also were included in €when you
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your sabvatHaving
believed, you were marked in him with a seal, thepsed Holy
Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inhad&until the
redemption of those who are God's possession-etpridise of his
glory. | pray also that the eyes of your heart meayenlightened in
order that you may know the hope to which he hlsec¢tgou, the
riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints,"

But you know I like the way William Barclay putsvithen he
states: "What, then, is this wonderful inheritandech the reborn
Christian possesses? There may be many seconuawgis to
that question but there is only one primary answére
inheritance of the Christian is God Himself."....

... The Psalmist said, "The Lord is the portiomgfinheritance...
Indeed my heritage is beautiful to me." (Psa.18/%.read in
Psa.73:26.. "My flesh and my heart may fail; butd@othe
strength of my heart and my portion forever."

Barclay concludes his thought by saying, "It isdhese the
Christian possesses God and is possessed by Gdtethas the
inheritance which is imperishable, undefilable aridch can never
fade away."

But then Peter ends verse 4 by saying this inhrex@as kept in
heaven for you, or as the NAS puts it, "reserveldgaven for
you", inferring that God is the One keeping it jistyou.

The word kept or reserved in the Greek, as Dr. &teiotes,
means to watch over, to take care of, to guardhagéss or
injury, by keeping an eye on that which is beingrgied. The
inheritance is certain because of God's watchfid.t&#e goes on
to say that the Greek implies that this keepingreservation is
presently in force by God."

In other words His hand hasn't been taken off @utign of our
inheritance with Him forever. He gave us this intamce in Christ
and He will make sure that we will receive it besatie is
reserving it just for us.

This was meant to encourage these believers dBetey's time
and | hope it encourages you, knowing that youeiitdnce in
Christ is sure because God makes it sure.

Like Paul may we say concerning our eternal inaedé 2Ti 4:7-8
"I have fought the good fight, | have finished thee, | have kept



the faith. Now there is in store for me the cravfmighteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will awardirie on that day--
and not only to me, but also to all who have lonfpechis
appearing."

It's all about eternity and it starts today in GhrAnd if we're in
Christ by faith, and He is in us, may we begin et@rnity by
bringing glory to Him today as we look forward torging glory
to Him in His glorious presence in the new creatitenhas in store
for us.



