1Corinthians 1:10-12 Are You of Christ @n®eone Else?

1 Corinthians 1:10-12 *° Now | exhort you, brethren, by the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree amad tiere be no
divisions among you, but that you be made competke same
mind and in the same judgmenit.For I have been informed
concerning you, my brethren, by Chlogéeple, that there are
quarrels among you'> Now | mean this, that each one of you is
saying, "l am of Paul," and "I of Apollos,"” andd1 Cephas," and

"l of Christ."

There are many times in life where we have probletis other
people that escalate to the point where if somgttsn't done
immediately they can get out of hand. All of usdad to deal
with such things in one form or another: an unoeable
employer, family members we may disagree with, spewho
feel neglected and lash out, our children who thiekre unfair
and so on.

If not dealt with these minor problems can explode something
devastating that could cause the kind of divistaat tesults in
alienated relationships and the strife that accangsait.

When you think about it, Christianity is about tedaships. First
and foremost, the relationship we have with oura@neand God
through faith in His Son Jesus Christ, who hasmeited us to the
Father by becoming a man and taking our placen®ptnalty of
sin, and then raising bodily from the dead thregsdater.

But, there are also the relationships we have wotitlers who have
embraced Christ and are now part of this familykwew as the
body of Christ. But the implied result of theseat&nships is that
there is union and fellowship in the Spirit whorgs us all
together in Christ with the express purpose ofding glory to
God.

When this union and fellowship is broken down othie process
of being broken down the body of Christ actuallgauoplishes
what Satan desires and that is to dishonor our aatiSavior.
And this is what Paul is going to be addressingughout parts of
this letter.

He begins by stating their position in Christ whislthat they are
sanctified and saints as they have received bly thé grace
extended to them by God. They also have receiebds which



include the ability to speak and to know the traitout Christ and
this salvation He offers.

And so, they have essentially, like all of us tadzgve been called
by God to be His agents of truth and love accortiinigis word.
But because we are His agents or ambassadors weeptssent
Him faithfully in the power of the Spirit.

And we must know with certainty that the Lord lowesand will
never let any one of His children go because Haitisful to be

there for us and to ultimately bring us home to s&th This is

what Paul said in our text last week.

1CO 1:8-9 “He will keep you strong to the endftsat you will be
blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.@&bd, has called
you into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ oord, is faithful.”

And so, in light of this relationship that we havigh our God
through Christ Paul now exhorts these Corinthidiebers to
consider their behavior and how it is not consistath their
profession of faith in Christ who tells us to lo8ed with all of our
hearts, souls, strength and minds, and our neighdmourselves.

On the one hand they exclaim that they do love Gatdnot to
love your neighbor, or in this case fellow beliessgr Christ, not
only denies that love we say we have for God, tailsb creates
some barriers, not only for fellowship within thedy, but it also
throws up barriers for those unbelievers who arekag.

We are meant to be lights in this world and an gx{arof what it
means to know God and when the world looks to ey #re really
looking at our convictions concerning this relatbip we have
with Christ. And what Paul is essentially sayinghese
Corinthians, and by extension to all believershat do we really
believe and walk in what we preach about our Gatl$awior?

Christ’'s name is on the line and Paul wants to egrilie
importance of faithfully representing Him to all mknd and to
each other. And so, we come to our text this ma@rnin

1CO 1:10 “l appeal to you, brothers, in the narfeun Lord Jesus
Christ, that all of you agree with one anothertsd there may be
no divisions among you and that you may be pesfestited in
mind and thought.”

Notice that Paul begins by addressing these pespieothers
who, as we’ll see, are acting in many cases likeeliavers. In



other words, they are not unbelievers, but brethAe so, Paul
establishes that they are family in Christ.

But, even family has their differences at timesalhin many cases
leads to all sorts of divisions. And this is whgy lbegins by saying,
“that | appeal to you...” Paul wants them to knitvat he has a
heart-felt burden for them to consider their wayd be wants to
help.

This is what the word appeal or exhort, in somgair
translations, means. It's the Greek word parakated it implies
to call to one's side. It would be like a fathatihg his arm and
putting it around his son’s shoulders and drawimmg tlose to
comfort him with words of exhortation to help hiratgver any
particular problem.

Though it would be a firm exhortation, it's doneain assuring
way which ensures that love is still being extenbedause we are
family. In fact, this is essentially the same Grerd which is
used of the Holy Spirit in the gospel of John.

JOH 14:16;26-27 “And | will ask the Father, andwit give you
another Counselor [Comforter] to be with you foreve” But the
Counselor [Comforter] , the Holy Spirit, whom thatker will
send in my name, will teach you all things and wélnind you of
everything | have said to you. Peace | leave with; yny peace |
give you....”

Here the word for Comforter or Counselor is pastddand it
carries the same idea. One who comes alongsidetod and
counsel according to the truth of God’s word antll. wi

That is a large part of the ministry of the Holyirf@pto be there to
lead us and guide us in the ways of Christ. Andsen Paul says
that he is appealing to us or exhorting us, haymg that as the
Holy Spirit's ministry is to conform us into the age of Christ,
Paul is assuming a similar ministry to the deghee¢ God is using
him as one of the means through which the Spicbaplishes
that as he is faithful to give these people thednadrGod.

And so, he is really coming alongside like an oloiether with the
kind of wisdom which will help them grow. And byahvay, this
is a great example of how we should approach tmesiny of
counseling or comforting in the truth of God’s word can be firm
but it must be in truth and love.



Paul was always the kind of man who wanted to alkiaiing to
use his authority in Christ in such a way wherdn&é to impose a
discipline which he knows would be perceived asiamHe
always preferred the more gentle approach as lstnjsarecipients
were willing to receive the truth.

2C0 10:1-2 “By the meekness and gentleness osChappeal
to you - |, Paul, who am "timid" when face to fagh you, but
"bold" when away! | beg you that when | come | nmay have to
be as bold as | expect to be toward some peoplethvhio that we
live by the standards of this world.”

But what does Paul mean when he gives this eximmtand then
uses the phrase, “in the name of our Lord JesustCHP

This is very important because Paul is clearly shgwhat this
exhortation, which is about to follow, is not ulately coming
from the authority of Paul, but from the authoatfyGod Himself.
This doesn’t negate Paul’'s authority as an apdstieremember,
this is Christ’s church and He is the One who @ssimity and
fellowship to His glory.

And so, to say, “in the name of our Lord Jesus €tlins the
equivalent of saying that the Lord God who callezltmthis
position wants your attention because He has sonugth
personally say to you. He just happens to be usiagPaul, to
convey it.

Now, that should change all our perspectives oofdlicripture
which is God-breathed. This is God’'s word to ud @e should
listen to what He has to say. What is it then Gatl wants to
convey to these Corinthians? What is it that Hate/# do in the
way of appealing to or exhorting these believers?

1CO 1:10 “l appeal to you, brothers, in the narfeun Lord Jesus
Christ, that all of you agree with one anothertsd there may be
no divisions among you and that you may be pesfestited in
mind and thought.”

Does this mean we are all to be clones and agr&eowe another
to the degree that we say exactly the same thimgj$ed someone
else do the thinking for us?

Not at all! Keep in mind what the context heralisabout. It's
about divisions which are taking place in the chuatCorinth.
And so, by implication, if there are divisions whiare leading to



strife then they must move away from divisive thioisgand
attitudes and get back to agreeing with one another

On what should they agree? This is the vital daestKeep in
mind that whatever they come to agreement on Itheil
foundational to their ability to be at peace witte@another as well
as their Savior as they move forward with the gbspéesus
Christ.

What could conceivably be so foundational that Wasild be
compromised to the detriment of the body of Chritink for a
moment about what our Lord said on a variety obsans
concerning how the sheep could be scattered addr&a
confusion.

How many times has Paul and Peter as well as aut Wwarned
the church about false teachers and false doctirfg, do false
teachers always have to be infiltrating the chaocproduce false
doctrines? Absolutely not!

Any teaching which counteracts the unity and peeweh Christ
came to give is actually a false and divisive t&agh And you can
indeed be using the truth in the process withoaheealizing that
this is happening. It doesn’t have to be a sinigket from the
enemy as he sneaks into the church.

A wrong application from the truth or a wrong irgestation from
God’s word can be just as devastating as a waheep’s clothing
sneaking into the body of Christ to do deliberaenn

It can cause factions as each particular partygpess that they
have the truth while the others don’t, and instefdelping each
other to see the truth there arises party divisiohisd instead of
acting like family where we are to be there forteather and
comfort and encourage each other, back-biting asdig and all
sorts of other ugly things arise.

And this is what is happening in this church atiGibr These
were, for the most part, true believers who begeididg
themselves on what they perceived as importanéssaithout
taking the full counsel of God’s word into accowttich in turn
effected their ability to live holy lives to theagy of God.

And so, Paul steps in with the authority he haShnist and yet
with the gentleness which is often so importargiinations like
this, and he begins to instruct from the truth ofdlG word to get
them back on track.



This is what they needed to be agreeing on. Tleeged to agree
that, #1) there was a problem which was ungodig,that, #2)
the only true solution was a biblical one.

Just in that exercise it begins to refocus theéamditon and starts
the uniting process. And so, as Paul ends versmndee reminds
them that they need to “be perfectly united in mand thought” so
they can deal with these divisions.

This term “division” is a very interesting in the&gk. It was a
term which addressed something which was torn ameéd of
repair. Not torn completely through, but damadedact, it was a
term that fishermen used in reference to their whish would
often tear and be in need of being sown back tegeth

This is what Paul conveys here. The relationsbfpaany of
these people in Corinth were certainly torn andeed of repair,
but it had not reached the point where the tears wemplete and
irreparable. There was time for hope and a saiutibhey were,
after all, still family and still part of the sanfedlowship.

Though they may have been divided Paul was néhjspoint,
commanding that certain groups be cut out as hemiather
occasions when dealing with different churchessTluesn’'t mean
that certain unrepentant individuals would not bleeal to leave a
local body.

TIT 3:10-11 “Warn a divisive person once, and thwamn him a
second time. After that, have nothing to do wittnh¥ou may be
sure that such a man is warped and sinful; hdficgedemned.”

In fact, in the very letter we're studying we'reigg to see how
Paul deals with one individual in this church wha@cting in an
immoral way. He goes so far as to hand this ores tivSatan that
his flesh might be destroyed but his spirit sawauich suggests
that, under certain circumstances, there are palystmnsequences
to unrepentant sin which God brings about to ultetyabring one
of His children back in a right relationship hemethis world.

There are many commentators who believe that whehwote
his second letter to Corinth the physical affliatwhich God
ordained through the hand of Satan on this oneihgal had its
intended purpose as this man evidently repentedenMe get
there we’ll look at that in some detail.

But here in Corinth as Paul gives a general relauikeexhortation
he first lays the foundation for working througtesle problems.



And being of the same mind and thought regardiegatbrd of
God is where they must start.

In all of the counseling my wife and | have donetrothe years the
one thing which is essential to helping someonels&e sin and
the solution to their sin problem, whether it bgrablem with
family, friends other believers or whatever, isttteey agree that
we must start with God’s word as the touchstorgoteing
whatever problem there may be.

If the parties involved will not agree in mind atmbught to this
one essential element then all of the counselirtgerworld will

not help their situation. This doesn’t mean thatie of the parties
is willing and the other is not there is no hoped@romises to
honor the obedience of the one who honors Him.

And so, especially in marriage relationships wlaare party is not
willing to walk according to God’s word, if the ahis willing,
over time God will bless that person and will usatt{person to be
a light to the other spouse.

But, back in our text, this same principle mustlg@md that's
why Paul starts there. All the parties involvedstngtand on the
truth of God’s word if they are to bring back thaty and peace
which God desires in that local body or any locadya Now that
Paul has laid that ground work he immediately mdodbe
problem itself.

1CO 1:11 “My brothers, some from Chloe's houselhalde
informed me that there are quarrels among you.”

First, notice that Paul once again reassures thexggle that they
are his brothers and sisters in Christ. Despiyepaoblem or
divisive attitude they remain the family of Godthey move
toward reconciliation.

But it seems that a woman by the name of Chloepa&sof this
congregation in Corinth and that some from her bBbakl, which
could have included actual family members or slawexde the
long trek from Corinth to Ephesus which is wherelPslocated
at the writing of this letter.

The nature of their concern had to do with quandigh had
arisen in the church there in Corinth. And theystrhave been of
such a volatile nature that those in Chloe’s hoalskimaybe at the
direction of Chloe herself, travel to the apostleowvas
responsible for the planting of this church.



Now, I'm sure there have been those who have dagassage
and thought that Chloe and her household are npthore than
tattle-tales. But, what this actually shows uat t#1) God is
always aware of problems in His church and carangemeans He
desires to fix the problem, but #2) when the ldcaly is not
willing to deal with their own problem it is sommies appropriate
to go outside to get help.

This is not the norm as the leadership in any lboaly is first and
foremost responsible to handle such problems. aBtltis time in
the life of the church in Corinth, it appears ttiety may have been
left without sufficient leadership.

Apollos, who took Paul’s place when he moved omjewly was
no longer there. And so, there may have been &itshigh vacuum,
to where a woman, and quite possibly a godly womadhat
congregation, felt she needed to take the leaetitng the ball
rolling to persuade that church to get back orktrac

In this case Paul does not rebuke her for doingBsothe way, we
don’t know anything about Chloe other than whatresd about
her here in this passage. But one of the reas@at$taul mentions
her specifically by name is to lend credibilityttee charges that
she brings.

In other words, Paul doesn’t simply bring chargesiear-say.
He’s not accusing this body of believers on secosmad
information. Those in the household of Chloe ast-hand
eyewitnesses of these things and on the testimbtwooor three
witnesses, which Paul intimates by saying that ‘s&mm Chloe's
household have informed me that there are quaanatsg you.”,
Paul assures them that he trusts their testimodytat it is true.

The charge is that there are quarrels and thetrefstiese quarrels
are the divisions Paul spoke of in verse 10. 8w, we've come
full circle. But, it's now time to deal with thedts. And this is
Paul’'s concern. He’s not interested in gossips hderested in
putting the facts on the table and making a casitiolves the
sin of many people in this church and then getpast it as it's
resolved.

This doesn’t mean there won’t be consequencestedsgi fact
that they may have repented. But it means thatengss is
extended and it paves the way in bringing the paadeunity back
so the Christ’s church may once again be a viatdeedfective
witness in their community.



| suppose the analogy we could draw from this iatwie’re
seeing in Washington these days with the Presithhas
admitted to sexual misconduct with a staff memhbehe oval
office. And though it’'s taken many days for himaictually use
words like I'm sorry, forgive me and I've sinnedfasaddressed a
prayer breakfast here recently, it doesn’'t meanttiea
consequences of his behavior should be swept uhdearpet.

Can anyone imagine a teen-ager doing somethingddike
vandalizing your car and causing minor damage hed after
getting caught saying, ‘I'm sorry’, thinking thabw everything is
just as it was.

No, everything is not just as it was. The car isidged and he
needs to take responsibility in getting that ceedi. When people
hurt other people, it may take more than simplyl@giaing,
especially where the law has been broken.

And in the case of these believers it appearstiieae are many
hurts which would cause these divisions, and apesogre a first
place to start but it is going to take a conceefédrt of being of
the same mind and thought concerning God’s solw@amording to
His word to fix this mess in Corinth. So, herdie tenter of the
quarrel.

1CO 1:12 “What | mean is this: One of you says$ollbw Paul”;
another, "I follow Apollos"; another, "I follow Cés (That is,
Peter)"; still another, "I follow Christ."

What is this about? What could he possibly meaditigrent
people in this church following different leader8®d then some
following Christ?

Apparently many of these people were taking thgaseoff of their
Savior and placing them on men. Remember, thdti®the one
who planted this church and there were those whpeated and
had a godly affection for him as their apostle.t,Bdter Paul left
Apollos came in and was a very good speaker aridiohrthere
was a new batch of believers who were drawn to him.

Peter evidently had visited Corinth and many knaw to be the
first apostle to proclaim the gospel after the resttion of Christ
and 3,000 people were added to the church in opetlua day
being Pentecost.



And of course, there were those who would claimenointhese
men as their leader, but exclusively held to Chasso it would
appear. But upon closer examination that may ndhéease.

It's important to note that neither Peter orApollas well as Paul,
would ever have agreed with the attitude of theswgpfe of
elevating these leaders in the church to such dqas

This was definitely a pride thing as they pitte ¢@ader against
the other and then lined themselves up on onecsitiee other.
Today we might see this in the way some Christisgstheir
denominations as the means of separation. “| awesley’, or ‘I
am of Calvin’, or ‘I am of the group that speakgongues’, while
another boasts of ‘I am of the group that baptihesonly correct
way’.
A person or group becomes the most important erdttyer than
the love and truth of Christ. John the Baptist haidht when he
said of himself and our Lord Jesus, “| must deceesile He
must increase.”

None of this should discount the importance of é&gadn the
church and the authority they've been given by §&hhut never
should they become the focal point for why a petda@s this
church or that church, unless those leaders atérex@hrist as
they teach the truth without compromise, and tiese in that
church should thank God for such men.

But what about this group who is of Christ accogdio verse 12?
Aren’t these the ones who have it right? Well,keg the context
in mind, Paul is rebuking all of these groups for attitude they
have for any of these people, including Christ.

It is very likely that this last group may have bteal that they
belonged to the right group, while turning theisas up at the rest.
In fact, they may have boasted that they were tihetoue spiritual
ones who had the common sense not to place meadasials,

and that Jesus was only pleased with their paatialique.

William Barclay put it well when he said, “theiralefault was not
in saying they belonged to Christ, but in actingf &hrist
belonged to them. It may well describe a littl¢plarant, self-
righteous group.”

But the problem with all of these groups is tha&t libve of Christ
did not reside with any of them because love coaearailtitude of
sins and it seems they were having a field tryogdint each



other’s sins out, not to mention that love doesrastilt in
quarreling which is what was happening here intext.

Later as we get into chapter 13, which many labeha love
chapter, Paul will begin to show these Christiams hove actually
is to work in the body of Christ. But the one thine should take
away with us this morning is that there is only soerce which
not only identifies our sinful relationships witther people , but
also has the solution to the right way we are teltlim unity and
peace, and that's the word of God.

All of the psychology and all of the worldly wisdaoh men will
never hold a candle to the light of the truth whoeh Lord Jesus
points us to for our relationship with our Lord awsttier people.
Divisions in the church and among others usuadytstwith a
prideful attitude which the Scriptures warn against

PRO 13:10 “Pride only breeds quarrels, but wisé®found in
those who take advice.”

PRO 29:23 “A man's pride brings him low, but a né&iowly
spirit gains honor.”

May our love for the brethren flourish, and may tmwve for the
world demonstrate itself as we bring the truth dbvChrist is, and
may we do it in such a way that we could neverdmeised of any
prideful way but only a humble attitude of thankfess that God
loved us even while we were sinners and gave @siliChrist,
who loved us and died for the penalty of our sins.

That is where our unity begins and ends, that isre/lour peace
resides. Praise God! May we be perfectly unitechind and
thought as it relates to the great salvation weehaChrist Jesus
and may that always translate to loving each athére Lord as
we encourage each other toward love and good deeds.



